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About You: 

1. First, I should say that I believe in a firm separation between church and state.  However, I know 

that religious belief and upbringing shapes one as a person.  I was raised and adhere to the 

Christian faith.  Through this faith I learned (and endeavor to practice) the ideals of honesty, 

humility and forgiveness.   

2. No.  However, I am not opposed to any type of training on an as needed basis. 

3. I have always advocated for more diversity at all levels of government.  I understand the value of 

governmental institutions that are representative of the entire population.  I have assisted 

candidates and appointees of different races, sexes and sexual orientations in their seeking a 

place in government.  This hasn’t always been popular in my rural area, but fundamental to my 

beliefs. 

4. I believe progressives should support me because I am broad minded and not afraid of change.  I 

believe that we should treat all people with dignity and respect.  This is a core philosophy that 

has guided my actions throughout my political and personal life.    As far as expertise, I bring a 

rural perspective from a small town attorney, experience presiding over a trial court and first 

hand experience of law making in North Carolina.  I have seen from a very practical standpoint 

how laws impact real people. 

5. As previously stated, I bring an understanding of how laws impact people.  See above. 

6. No. 

 

About my practice of law: 

7. My sister-in-law and I started our law firm in 2012.  Since that time I represented indigent clients 

in criminal and DSS Court.  In my practice I represented people in criminal, civil and 

administrative matters.  Also, I was a defense attorney for our Veterans Treatment Court.  I am a 

strong advocate of the treatment court model.  My practice philosophy has always been to help 

people solve their problems in the most professional and cost effective way possible.   

8. N/A 

9. N/A 

10. About 5 years ago, my law partner and I partnered with Duke Law School for a spring break rural 

legal clinic in Harnett County.  We had 5 law students come down and help community 

members with legal issues.  We acted in a supervisory capacity.  Also, in 2019 I worked with 

Commissioner Barbara McKoy and the Harnett County African American Caucus to put on an 
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expunction clinic to help low income residents address getting past convictions expunged from 

their record.   

11. My core philosophy is balance.  I believe wholly in the rule of law and adherence to precedent, 

but I think under our system of separation of powers and our effort to “form a more perfect 

union,” there is room for variation from a strict interpretation viewpoint. 

12. No 

13. Economic Issues.  Poor people simply have a much more difficult time in their search for justice.   

14. There are many ways to address equitability and access, I think the most important are more 

resources for legal aid, indigency attorneys and more robust public defender programs. 

15. Generally there are problems with either mechanism.  I am satisfied with an election system.   I 

do not think elections should be partisan. 

16. I believe in separation from the legislative and judicial branches of government. 

17. The Court of Appeals is our secondary appellate court.  Its most important function is to take 

cases presented and evaluated them based on the law and fundamental fairness. 

18. The Court should be diverse and reflective of the state. 

19.   I am generally satisfied with the Rules of Appellate Procedure.  The Courts should be as easy to 

access as possible. 

 

 

Your Politics: 

20. Cal Cunningham and Joe Biden 


