
 

PA PAC Questionnaire for Clerk of Superior Court Candidates – 2022 
 

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing education, 

work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-resolution headshot of 

yourself as soon as possible, but no later than Saturday, Mar 19th at 5pm.   

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19th at 5pm. 

 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19th at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may publish 

your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different font 

to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. Please try to confine your 

responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the 

limit for each question.  

 

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 

Candidate’s name:  LiBria Stephens 

Address: 6137 Castell Drive, Durham, NC 27713 

E-mail Address: lstephens@fluddstephenslawoffice.com/attnylibria@gmail.com 

Phone: 919-724-5335 (Cell); 919-937-9920 (0ffice) 

Website: Stephensforclerkofcourt.com 

 

About you: 

 

1. Why should progressive voters support you?  What expertise do you bring to your race? 

 

I am the ideal candidate to be supported by Progressive voters based on my experience, 

work ethic, and commitment to progressive ideals shown through my personal and 

professional decisions.  My work experiences provide opportunities to dedicate some of 

my time to serving indigent clients, provide pro bono legal services, and work on a 

variety of projects that address injustice in the legal system and in housing.  My life 

choices afforded me an opportunity to give back to my community through various 

methods of volunteerism, be an active parent as I raised my son in Durham Public 

Schools and be an advocate and provider of affordable housing in Durham.   

 

My experience working in Trial Court Administration, my experience as a Jury 

Commissioner, my experience as a temporary clerk, my experience interning in both the 

Office of the Public Defender and the District Attorney’s Office, and my experience as a 

business owner and practicing attorney with 15 years of experience in the areas of 

estates, special proceedings, guardianships, partitions, criminal law, real estate and 

some civil litigation provide a strong foundation and knowledge base for my service as 

of Clerk of Superior Court.  I understand how to navigate the various departments and 

agencies that make up the judicial system.  I have developed working relationships 
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within the community and the judicial system and shown integrity, consistency, 

compassion, and competence in performing duties. 

 

 

2. Please describe your involvement in civic and professional organizations, noting any offices 

you may have held. 

 

I currently serve as a Jury Commissioner for Durham County, serving as the Chair for 

two years.   I am a member of the 14th Judicial Bar, the George H. White Bar 

Association (previously serving as chair of CLE and Membership committees), and 

serve on the Criminal Legal System Joint Task Round Table.  I also mentor both college 

students from NCCU and new attorneys practicing in Durham’s Juvenile Abuse Neglect 

Dependency Court.  I also serve in an appointed leadership role with the Order of the 

Eastern Stars - Drucilla Chapter #19.   

 

In the past (pre-COVID), I have served the People’s Alliance on several nominating 

committees and as a resource on various topics.  I also volunteer with Durham Public 

Schools for over 12 years; volunteered with Durham Teen Court; served as a Human 

Relations Commissioner; and served as a UNC Rex Hospital Breast Cancer Peer 

Support volunteer.  I have conducted free workshops and seminars on the basics of 

estate planning to marginalized communities, civic organizations and church groups, 

followed by drafting power of attorney documents and free basic wills.      

 

3. What relevant experience do you bring to the position and how will you transfer the skills 

you developed? 

 

I am a licensed practicing attorney with 15 years of experience in estates, special 

proceedings, real estate, juvenile, criminal and civil matters.  For the past 15 years, I 

have owned a small business and managed rental property.  I am a wife of 24 years and 

the mother of a son who is a proud graduate of Hillside High School and now attends 

Harvard University.  I am the daughter of a retired schoolteacher and Baptist 

preacher/activist.  I am a cancer survivor, volunteer, and friend.  Previously, I worked 

in Trial Court Administration, as a temporary clerk in Durham County, and I interned 

in the Public Defender’s Office and the District Attorney’s Office. These experiences 

illustrate my ability to navigate within the judicial system to accomplish tasks.  My 

experiences show an established reputation for professionalism, competence, and 

reliability.  My acquired skills illustrate a strong work ethic and knowledge base of the 

matters under the jurisdiction of the Clerk and my ability to work with diverse 

communities of people and through adversity.  My experiences provide examples of my 

responsible stewardship of matters entrusted to me.  My experiences provide examples 

of my ability to supervise others, as well as work on teams.  I have developed 

transferable skills necessary for the role of Clerk of Superior Court, who has the 

responsibility of being the keeper of the record, a steward of the funds of others, the 

supervisor of others, and a servant to the public.   

 

4. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (other than a minor traffic or minor drug 

offense)?  If the answer is yes, please describe the circumstances and the outcome.  

 

No 

 



 

5. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, 

please explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case.  

 

Yes.  I was sued, along with my firm, by the heirs of an estate, based on our 

representation of a person who also claimed to be an heir of that same estate.  After an 

exchange of discovery, my firm and I were dismissed from the case by the plaintiffs. 

 

6. Please describe your experience managing a large staff of professional and non-professional 

employees? 

 

I have experience managing staffs of 10 or less employees and volunteers.  I have 

attended supervisor training offered by the State of North Carolina in the past and I 

have developed a managerial style that combines the concepts of coaching, listening and 

problem solving.   I am also a lead by example type of supervisor.  I try to incorporate 

consistency and the clear communication of expectations to those who work for me.   I 

understand that there is not a cookie cutter method to address every situation. I focus 

on accomplishing goals, in an environment where there is consistency in expectations 

and known consequences of behaviors.  My leadership abilities would be an asset to the 

Clerk’s Office and I have the privilege of knowing most of the current clerks and believe 

I would work well with them all.   

 

7. Have you ever been the subject of a complaint to the North Carolina State Bar or the North 

Carolina Judicial Standards Commission?  If the answer is yes, please explain the 

circumstances and the outcome. 

 

No. 

 

Concerning the position of Clerk of Court:  

 

8. What could the Clerk’s office do for the people of Durham that it is not doing now? 

 

The Clerk’s Office could provide more access to information and hearings by utilizing 

technology and connecting with agencies in the community that serve marginalized 

citizens.  The Clerk’s Office could provide more access to information by being able to 

communicate with its citizens.  For example, I would utilize WebEx for certain types of 

hearings held by the Clerk to improve access and the ability to have matters heard more 

efficiently.  I would also create informational segments to be posted on-line about the 

services provided under the Clerk’s jurisdiction (i.e. information on legitimations, 

partitions, and guardianships). I would facilitate greater access to the services of the 

Clerk’s Office by updated checklists that detail procedures and what documents are 

needed for filing. I would improve communication by both providing opportunities for 

current employees to take Conversational Spanish and to hire bilingual clerks when 

positions are available.  

 

The Clerk’s Office would better serve Durham by providing diversity and being more 

transparent about procedures surrounding establishing property bonds, and the 

appointment of commissioners and public administrators.  The current process of the 

appointment of commissioners and public administrators offers little to no diversity, 

both in gender and race. 



 

 

The Clerk’s Office would better serve Durham by connecting with various agencies and 

community organizations that serve the mental health needs of the citizens of Durham, 

and transient/homeless populations of Durham regarding keeping citizens informed 

about pending court dates.  Missed court dates by defendants who suffer from mental 

health concerns and are homeless result in Orders for Arrest and bonds.  This is 

especially a high risk after court dates are moved out of a court session, and the only 

method of notifying folks is at their last known address. 

 

 

 

9. What is the most important function of the Clerk of Superior Court? 

 

The most important function of the Clerk is to serve the citizens of Durham County.  

You serve by being present and accountable.  You serve by being knowledgeable about 

the matters under your jurisdiction.  The Clerk has multiple matters under its 

jurisdiction, to include, but not limited to criminal and civil filings, legitimation, 

guardianships (incompetent individuals and minors), foreclosures, estates, partitions, 

adoptions, child support, and bonds.  You serve by being an active participant in the 

planning and operation of the judicial system, i.e. participate in the planned change to 

program and/or court function that requires the participation of clerks.  You serve the 

citizens of Durham by ensuring that your staff are well trained and adequately 

supported in the performance of their sworn duties.  You serve the citizens by providing 

accurate and reliable information to the partners within the judicial system and 

community.  One area where I would focus on providing accurate information 

surrounds the counting of jail credit.  The Clerk’s Office is the keeper of the record, and 

I would like to partner with the Office of the Sheriff to determine a consistent way to 

count jail credit for defendants in custody.  This information is a necessary component 

for the administration of justice, especially in making sure a defendant receives the 

correct amount of credit and for the collection of jail fees.   

 

10. If elected, do you think visibility of the Clerk’s office should be increased and if so what is 

your plan for doing so?  

 

Yes, the visibility of the Clerk’s Office should be increased in both the public arena and 

within the functions of the judicial system.  In the public arena, it is important for the 

public to know what matters originate in the Clerk’s Office.  For example, in an era of 

increased transfer of real property ownership by foreclosures, partitions, and 

guardianships, I believe it is important for the citizens of Durham to understand how 

the Clerk’s Office plays a role.  It is important for the citizens of Durham to understand 

how legitimation, partitioning of property and the appointment of Commissioners and 

Public Administrators affect property ownership.   

 

In the judicial system, my goal is not to be reactionary in the performance of my duties 

as Clerk.  I plan to be proactive about meeting the needs of the public, my staff and the 

judicial system.  I hope to be present as decisions are made that impact the function of 

the judicial system, i.e. change of court times, or the creation of a specialty court.  I plan 

to introduce additional training and support to the clerks that currently serve, trainings 

to include Conversational Spanish, and supports to include mental health 

support/personal care especially for those clerk’s exposed to trauma in the various 

courtrooms. 



 

 

11. What is the greatest challenge the Clerk of Superior Court faces?  How will you overcome 

this challenge? 

 

As an employer, one of the greatest challenges we face is a very competitive workforce.  

COVID, increased pay in other fields of employment, and the ability to work from 

home, are only a few challenges that allow prospective employees to be more selective 

and scarcer.  I hope to offer competitive incentives to retain and attract employees, to 

include the evaluation and reallocation of salaries, and modified work schedules. 

 

12. How would you improve accessibility to the courts and court-related processes through your 

office? 

 

I would improve accessibility to the courts through increased visibility to the public 

about the functions of the Clerk’s Office.  I would improve accessibility to the courts by 

exploring more permanent methods of utilizing technology in filing and access to 

information generated or collected by the Clerk’s Office.  I would improve accessibility 

to the courts by increasing the ability to communicate with non-native English speakers 

and employ and/or prepare clerks to address the citizens of Durham.  I would also 

improve access to courts by implementing checks and balances to make sure the most 

accurate and updated information is input in the Clerk’s system about parties, and 

provide a clearer method, in partnership with Durham’s judges and the District 

Attorney’s Office, of adding cases to the criminal docket.   

 

13. How would you use the power of the office in matters related to real property, such as 

foreclosure, evictions, and partitions?  

 

I believe that the functions of the Clerk’s Office should be better explained to the public 

and would use my office to provide Public Service Announcements about the 

procedures.  I would also incorporate pre-hearing sessions to discuss the parties’ 

understanding and position surrounding partitions of property.  Whether through 

information sessions or speaking with various groups about the function of the Clerk’s 

Office, or implementing pre-hearing sessions, an informed public can make informed 

decisions.  I would use the power of the Clerk’s Office to provide more transparency in 

the process of the selection of commissioners and public administrators.  I plan to seek 

qualified individuals to appoint as commissioner and public administrators.  I would 

like to provide diversity in the lists – both in gender and race.  I believe Durham is a 

diverse community and the commissioners and public administrators should reflect who 

Durham is.  I would use my power as Clerk to reach out to business owners, 

particularly those who provide bonds, make sure that the companies can provide a 

product recognized by the State, and create a reference manual for those seeking bonds 

to be available in the Clerk’s Office. 

 

14. How has the COVID-19 pandemic impacted the functioning of the Clerk’s office? 

 

During the peak of the pandemic until now, the Clerk’s Office had to continue to 

function, given its necessary role in the administration and pursuit of justice.  At times, 

I recall various departments having to shut down because of an outbreak and 

courtrooms having to close because clerks were not available to serve.  As the Clerk did 

not utilize WebEx as a method of conducting hearings, some matters under the 

jurisdiction of the Clerk were delayed.  COVID has presented an opportunity to change 



 

how the Clerk’s Office functions, especially given a new appreciation of virtual hearings 

and the utilizing electronic means to conduct business.  I would love an opportunity to 

explore conversations with members of the General Assembly and the Administrative 

Office of the Courts about the continued emergency utilization of virtual and other 

electronic transmissions to conduct business. 

 

15. As Clerk of Superior Court, what policy or organizational changes will you make that have 

not otherwise been anticipated by the questions in this questionnaire? 

 

As Clerk of Superior Court, I would explore the possibility of adding and Ombudsmen 

position.  This person would be available to answer more detailed questions that the 

public may have.  This person would not practice law or give legal advise but would be 

available to address more in-depth questions and redirect citizens to resources to 

address their concerns.  

 

 Your politics: 

  

16. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections?   

 

I am grateful for the right to vote and strongly support opposition to any attack on this 

sacred constitutional right.  I am a registered Democrat and historically support the 

democratic ticket with rare deviation.  In 2020, I support Erica Smith in the primary 

and Cal Cunningham in the general election for US Senate.  As for the presidential 

election, I supported Mr. Biden. 

 

 

 

Again, thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your headshot and resume or biographical 

statement. 

 


