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PA PAC Questionnaire for  

North Carolina Court of Appeals Candidates – 2022 
 

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing education, 

work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-resolution headshot of 

yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat Mar 19 at 5pm, at the latest.   

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm. 

 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may publish 

your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different font 

to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. Please try to confine your 

responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the 

limit for each question.  

 

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 

Name: John Marsh Tyson; Name as it Appears on the Ballot: John M. Tyson 

 Position for which you are filing: Re-election as Judge of North Carolina Court of Appeals (Tyson Seat 10) 

Date of Birth: July 14, 1953  

Address: 109 Hay Street, Suite 201, Fayetteville, NC 28301-6107  

Campaign Web Site: www.judgejohntyson.com 

Occupation & Employer: Judge, North Carolina Court of Appeals, Emergency Superior Court Judge, Vice 
Chair, Dispute Resolution Commission. Adj Professor of Law, Campbell University School of Law and Elon 
University School of Law.  

Years lived in North Carolina: Native Born - Lifelong Resident  

Telecopy: (910) 323-8683 (VOTE) 

Work Phone: (910) 483-1826  

Email: jmtyson@embarqmail.com 

Thank you for this opportunity to respond. 
 

Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech. PA 

PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 

applicable rules. For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 

we refer you to the January 2, 2020 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 

Political Conduct. You may find it at:  

 
 

https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-

Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef 

mailto:papacboard@googlegroup.com
http://www.judgejohntyson.com/
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef
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About you: 

 

1. Please describe how your religious and philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and decision-

making if you are re- elected.  
 

I am a lifelong member of the First Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville and was ordained and 

elected as a past Chair of the Board of Deacons.  

My philosophy is consistent with the mission & goals of North Carolina's Judicial Branch, which 

requires Judges: “To protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all the people, as guaranteed 

by the Constitutions and laws of the United States and North Carolina, by providing a fair, 

independent and accessible forum for the just, timely and economical resolution of their legal 

affairs.” I currently hold the highest AV Pre-Eminent peer and attorney reviewed professional 

rating in both ethics and knowledge of the law from Martindale Hubbell–Lexis/Nexus for over 15 

years. No other candidate with judicial experience in this race has achieved this rating from his or 

her peers. I am also a NC State Bar Board Certified Specialist in Real Property, the only North 

Carolina Judge so certified.  

My judicial record demonstrates fair & impartial Justice for All in every case and mentoring 

disadvantaged youth through Youth Advocacy, HBCU institutions, and outreach programs. My 

chambers offered numerous internships to high school, undergraduate, and law students, regardless 

of religion, national origin, race or sex throughout all years. These individuals have opportunities 

to improve their legal research, writing, and advocacy skills and become better attorneys. Five of 

those individual went on to attend law school and are lawyers.  I frequently speak to high school 

classes, judge student mock trial and moot court competitions and civic groups about the role of 

the courts. My community involvement and volunteer services are listed 

at www.judgejohntyson.com and on the attached CV. 

I believe in and have put into practice judicial accountability and efficiency, which demands a life-

long commitment to continuing education, training, and experience. This philosophy has 

developed over many years of experience, study, and practical application of the law as a 

practitioner. law professor, and as a trial and appellate judge. As the third co-equal branch of 

government, judges should be independent of the Legislative or Executive Branches and remain 

objective in their decisions. All of my decisions are based upon the law and not my personal 

opinion or beliefs. I am elected by and am accountable to the People of North Carolina. My judicial 

philosophy is also stated at  www.judgejohntyson.com 

 

2. Would you support requiring race equality training for all North Carolina judges?  If not, 

why not?  What, if any, other training should be mandatory?  
 

 Judges receive training through the NCAOC and SOG. The human desire for individual 

liberty and freedom is universal. 

http://www.judgejohntyson.com/
http://www.judgejohntyson.com/
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3. Please describe a situation in which you took a controversial position and explain how you 

handled it.  

 

I wrote an opinion to Reverse an attempted First Degree Murder conviction of a Husband who beat 

his wife  almost to death, because double jeopardy had attached when the State took a voluntary 

dismissal after the jury was impaneled. I was severely criticized by the District Attorney, but my 

opinion was Affirmed by the North Carolina Supreme Court 

 

 

4. Why should progressive voters support you?  What expertise do you bring to your race?  
 

I was raised on a working family farm in rural Cumberland County and worked in daily contact 

with folks from all backgrounds, races, and religions. I was educated and taught in public 

schools, regularly attend, and contribute to numerous churches of all faiths and denominations 

and attend services, homecoming celebrations and fellowships and other events at HBCU and 

other institutions. While in private practice, a large percentage of my clients were minorities 

and those without significant means to hire an attorney. My judicial record demonstrates fair 

& impartial Justice for All in every case. 
 

5. What special expertise or competency would you bring to the Court of Appeals if you are 

elected? 

 

I served as a statewide elected North Carolina Court of Appeals Judge from 2001 until 2009. 

Upon completion of that term, I was appointed by Governor Michael Easley and continued to 

serve as a Recall Judge on the North Carolina Court of Appeals, and as an Emergency 

Special Superior Court Judge into 2013. I was re-elected to the Court of Appeals in 2014 and 

have continued to serve continuously since then. I also serve as the elected Vice-Chair of the 

North Carolina Dispute Resolution Commission, as initially appointed to the DRC by Chief 

Justice Mark Martin and re-appointed by Chief Justice Cheri Beasley. 

 

The Speaker of the North Carolina House of Representatives nominated me to serve on the 

State Ethics Commission and that nomination was confirmed by the North Carolina General 

Assembly in 2012. In 2013 the Governor appointed me to serve as Chairman of the State 

Ethics Commission until my required resignation on August 5, 2014, to file for re-election to 

the Court of Appeals. I was successful in that statewide election, winning nearly 25% of the 

statewide vote out of 19 candidates, and have continued to serve as Judge on the Court of 

Appeals since January 1, 2015.  

 

I have ruled on over 6,000 appeals and motions and have written over 2,500 opinions with 

98% affirmed or left undisturbed by the Supreme Court of North Carolina. While court 

policy allows 90 days for opinions to be filed, I averaged filing my opinions within 30 days, 

using taxpayer’s time and resources judiciously.  

 

A judge must continue to study and remain up to date on the changing body of law. As a 

consistent advocate of life-long learning. In 2004, I earned a Masters of Law in Judicial 

Process (LL.M.) from the University of Virginia School of Law; earned a Master of Business 
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Administration (M.B.A.) from Duke University (1988); and a Juris Doctor (J.D.) with honors 

from Campbell University School of Law (1979--Member of the Charter Class). My 

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in English and Secondary Education was earned from the University 

of North Carolina at Wilmington (1974).  

 

I also served as a Public-School teacher in New Hanover and Cumberland Counties and as a 

State Probation/ Parole Officer prior to attending law school. Please visit 

www.judgejohntyson.com for a detailed review of my record. 

 
6. Have you ever been the subject of a complaint to the North Carolina State Bar or the North 

Carolina Judicial Standards Commission?  If the answer is yes, please explain the 

circumstances and the outcome.  

 

I received no notice of any NC State Bar Complaints since being licensed in 1980.  Any 

Judicial Standards filings were dismissed by staff or the Commission. In most cases the 

Judge is not informed of the basis of the inquiry prior to dismissal. 
 

About your practice of law: 

 

7. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  If, over time, your practice has evolved or changed, describe the changes. 

Describe your various client bases as a part of your answer. 

 

While in private practice,  a large percentage of my clients were minorities and those 

without significant means to hire an attorney. 

 

8. If you have been a member of an appellate division court, please choose a recent decision 

you wrote for the court which you feel best illustrates your learning, values, skills, outlook, 

and temperament as a jurist.  If the decision is published, you may simply cite it.  If the 

decision you have selected is unpublished, please provide us with a copy.  Please explain 

why you selected the decision and tell us how it demonstrates your particular fitness to hold 

the judicial office you are seeking. 

 

All my decisions publicly available at www.NCCourts.com and are based upon the law and 

not my opinion or beliefs. I am elected by and am accountable to the People of North Carolina. 

My judicial record and annual reports are also stated at www.judgejohntyson.com. 

 

 

9. If you have not been a member of an appellate division court, please describe your practice, 

if any, in that division.  Please provide us with the citation of an appellate decision in a case 

in which you advocated as lead attorney for one of the parties.  The decision you choose 

should best illustrate the learning, values, skills, outlook, and temperament you would bring 

to the court as the holder of the judicial office you seek.  If the decision you have chosen is 

unpublished, please provide us with a copy.  You may also provide us with the brief you 

wrote in that case.  Explain why you selected this decision. N/A 

 

http://www.judgejohntyson.com/
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10. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono legal work or other volunteer work 

you have done which best illustrates your values as a lawyer and as a person. 

Professional Organizations:  

Certified Appellate Mediator, North Carolina Court of Appeals, 2003–present  

Certified United States District Court Mediator (E.D.N.C.), 1993–present (Inactive);  

Certified as Mediator by the North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts and the Dispute 

Resolution Commission for North Carolina Superior Court Mediation, 1992–present;  

American Arbitration Association, member of Panel of Arbitrators, 1991–present;  

Certified Arbitrator, Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, (FINRA), 2009-2013.  

American Bar Association, 1980–1992; 2012-present.  

North Carolina Bar Association, 1980–present; Committees: Future of Law Committee, 2018-

present; Law School Liaison Committee, 2006–present; Bench Bar Liaison Committee, 2011-

2015; Vice President, Board of Governors, 2007–2008; Family Law Section Council, 2007–2008; 

Women in the Profession Committee, 2004–2005; Minorities in the Profession Committee, 2004–

2005; Membership Committee, 2003–2004; Technology Advisory Committee, 2001–2003; 

Development Committee, 1994–1996.  

Cumberland County and 12th & 14th Judicial District Bar Associations, 1980–present; 

 North Carolina Association of Women Attorneys, 2002–2008;  

Wake County and 10th Judicial District Bar Association, 2001–2008;  

North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers, 1979–1980.  

Bar Admissions:  

Supreme Court of the United States Bar, 1983; 

 United States Court of Appeals Bar (Fourth Circuit), 1980; 

 United States District Court Bar (W.D.N.C., 1980) and (E.D.N.C., 1997); 

 North Carolina State Bar, 1980;  

Virginia State Bar, 1981; Virginia Supreme Court, 1981.  

Boards and Commissions:  

Elected to the American Bar Association Conference of Appellate Judges Executive Committee, 

and Appellate Judges Education Institute, 2019-2023.  



6 
 

Appointed to the North Carolina Dispute Resolution Commission by the Chief Justice of North 

Carolina, 2018–2023. Elected Vice-Chairman of the Commission, 2020 - present.  

Appointed as Chairman of the North Carolina Ethics Commission by the Governor of North 

Carolina, 2013-2014; Appointed to the North Carolina Ethics Commission by the Speaker of the 

NC House of Representatives, 2012– August, 2014;  

Appointed to the North Carolina Judicial Conference Committee on Compensation and Benefits 

by the Chief Justice of North Carolina, 2002–2008;  

Appointed to the North Carolina Property Tax Commission by the Speaker of the NC House of 

Representatives, 1997–1999 

Appointed to the Legislative Research Committee on Private Property Rights, by the President 

Pro Tem of the Senate, North Carolina General Assembly, 1995,  

Appointed to Legislative Research Committee on Impact Fees, Exactions and Dedications by the 

President Pro-Tem of the Senate, North Carolina General Assembly, 1994;  

Elected to Cumberland County Soil & Water Conservation District, elected Vice Chairman & 

later Chairman of the Board, 1992–1996;  

Appointed to Cumberland County Joint Planning and Zoning Board, elected Vice-Chairman and 

later Chairman of the Board, 1993–2001. 

Professional Memberships: 

Fayetteville - Cumberland County Chamber of Commerce; 1980 to Present 

North Carolina Farm Bureau; 1985 - Present 

International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC), 1982–present 

North Carolina Forestry Association; 2001-2009 

The North Carolina Chamber; 2006-2010 

North Carolina Association of Women Attorneys; 2001-2009 

State Employees Association of North Carolina, 2001–2009 

North Carolina Center for Business & Industry (NCCBI), 2000–2006;  

Association of MBA Executives, Inc. (1988–1993); 

Academic and Scholarly Memberships: 

The United States Supreme Court Historical Society, 2001-present 

Campbell University, Presidential Board of Advisors, 2003–present; 
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Campbell University National Alumni Association, 1979-present, (President,1999-2001),  

Executive Board of Directors, 1999–present; 

President, Campbell Law Alumni Association, 1984-1986; 

Board of Visitors, Campbell University Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law, 1992– 2010; 

The Federalist Society, 2001–present; 

University of Virginia Alumni Association, 2002–present; 

Duke University Alumni Association, 1988–present;  

University of North Carolina-Wilmington Alumni Association, 1974–present;  

President James K. Polk Memorial Association.  

Civic & Charitable Memberships: 

Fayetteville Kiwanis Club;  

Kiwanis International; 

American Red Cross (35 years Donor); 

First Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, NC 

 

11. What is your judicial philosophy? 

 

My Judicial Philosophy is consistent with the mission & goals of North Carolina's Judicial Branch 

and Court System requires judges: “To protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all the 

people, as guaranteed by the Constitutions and laws of the United States and North Carolina, by 

providing a fair, independent and accessible forum for the just, timely and economical resolution 

of their legal affairs”. 

 

My three priorities are to impartially, fairly, and consistently interpret and apply the law. Second, 

my judicial oath requires me to uphold the rights of all who come before the Court, as protected 

by our United States and North Carolina Constitutions and laws. Third, I respect the policy 

decisions of the popularly-elected Legislature, where reasonable people may differ on better policy 

choices, and do not usurp the People’s elected legislative representatives and legislate from the 

bench.  

I base all my decisions on a fair and impartial application of the law as written. If the appellant 

shows the law requires a new trial or hearing due to reversible error in the proceedings below, I do 
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not and have not hesitated to grant a new trial or hearing. Please 

visit  www.judgejohntyson.com for further information.  

 

 

Concerning law and policy: 

 

12. What do you perceive as the greatest obstacle(s) to justice, if any? How can our legal system be more 

equitable and accessible to all?  
 

Rising costs and delays. Expand electronic filing availability, reporting, and transparency. 

 

 

13. What is your position on appointment versus election of judges? Should judicial elections be partisan?  
 

North Carolina’s Constitution has required popular election of judges since 1868. These are 

policy choices on which reasonable folks may differ and the decision is left to the elected 

representatives of the People to the General Assembly and to the voters. 

   
 
 
14. Would you define the relationship between the North Carolina Legislature and the 

North Carolina Court of Appeals? What changes, if any, would you make to that 

relationship? 
 

As the third co-equal branch of government, judges should be independent of the Legislative 

or Executive Branches and remain objective in their decisions. All of my decisions are 

based upon the law, and not my personal opinion or beliefs. I am elected by and am 

accountable to the People of North Carolina. Please see www.judgejohntyson.com. 
 

 

15. What is the most important function of the North Carolina Court of Appeals?  

 

To serve as an error correcting appeal of right court for the trial court division of the Judicial 

Branch and for review of Executive Branch and Administrative Agency decisions. 
 

16. What changes, if any, should be made to the composition of the court to which you seek re-

election?   

The composition of the Court of Appeals is determined by the majority of the voters during 

elections and by appointment to vacancies by the Governor of North Carolina. 
 

17. What changes, if any, should be made to the Rules of Appellate Procedure?  How would you 

change access to the appellate courts? 

 

Changes and amendment to the Appellate Rules are being made constantly and must posted 

for comment and by approved by the Supreme Court of North Carolina.  The entire Judicial 

http://www.judgejohntyson.com/
http://www.judgejohntyson.com/
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branch is  in the process of converting to an electron filing and reporting system for easier 

access and transparency. 

 
  

Thank you for your support and vote to re-elect me to continue to serve as a Judge on the North 

Carolina Court of Appeals. 

 

Again, thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your headshot and resume or biographical 

statement. 

 


