
Dr. Ashley Ward is a climate-health and resilience expert with over a decade of experience in federal 
policy. She is a lifelong resident of NC04, a community college graduate, and a PhD. Her family has lived 
in Durham for nearly 100 years, beginning with her grandmothers who migrated to Durham as 
sharecroppers to work in the tobacco factories. Ashley’s parents were raised in Few Gardens and on 
Hardee Street in Durham and both graduated from Durham High School, her father the first in his family 
to do so. He went on to found a small business that is still operating in Durham today. Ashley attended 
Holt Elementary, Braggtown, and Carrington Jr. High before moving to Person County with her mother 
at the age of 13. In Person County, Ashley worked in tobacco during the summer and graduated from 
Person High School and Piedmont Community College. She met her husband in Roxboro where they 
married and later moved to Orange County for greater educational opportunities for Ashley. After the 
birth of their second daughter, Ashley enrolled at UNC-Chapel Hill where she completed her Bachelor’s, 
Master’s, then PhD. Ashley’s husband is a 30-year teaching veteran of the community college system, 
and they have lived in Orange County for the last 23 years.  
 
After completing her PhD, Ashley taught at UNC for several years before accepting a position at NOAA 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration). With NOAA, Ashley worked in communities 
throughout the Carolinas helping them navigate federal policy, use science to improve decision-making, 
and build resilience against climate extremes. Ashley’s research focused on heat exposure; however, in 
her position with NOAA, she and her colleagues worked with communities to address a wide range of 
impacts from climate extremes and to build resilience against these extremes. Ashley was later recruited 
to the Duke University Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions, where she currently works 
in the Water Policy Program. In her position at Duke, Ashley works with legislators and federal and state 
policy makers, providing recommendations and guidance on needed policy improvements or in the 
development of new policy. Ashley’s experience spans the entire arc of federal policy, from 
development to administration to implementation. This type of deep and practical experience is much 
needed in today’s Congress. 
 
While Ashley’s professional expertise is in climate change, Ashley’s lived experience makes her a 
champion for many other issues that impact the people of her district. She and her husband have both 
worked multiple jobs to pay off the substantive medical debt incurred from having a child with chronic 
health issues. As such, she knows first-hand the need for transformative reform in our healthcare 
system. Ashley also carries school loan debt for her own education and that of her two daughters, and 
she understands the economic crisis that the cost of higher education and school loan debt pose for 
citizens of the district.  As a community college graduate and the spouse of a community college 
teaching veteran, Ashley is a strong advocate of community colleges and vocational and occupational 
training. Additionally, Ashley’s family experience in owning and operating a small business makes her a 
strong champion of small business support, from tax reform to securing and increasing much needed 
capital for small business owners.  
 
Ashley is running for office because she believes we need more people in Congress with practical 
experience and expertise to address the challenges we face both in the nation and in our district. If 
elected, Ashley would be the first person ever elected to US Congress with climate expertise, and she is 
currently the only woman with climate expertise running for Congress in the entire nation. 


