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earned his Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill (UNC) in 2014 in Microbiology and Immunology
with a specialty in Virology. His research focused on the
factors that influence disease progression towards AIDS in
HIV-infected patients. Prior to attending UNC, Dr. Watkins
earned a B.S. in Psychology with a minor in Sociology from
Fayetteville State University (FSU) in 2007. He played
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Richard is the founder and CEO of The Science Policy
Action Network, Inc. (SPAN), formed in 2014 to fill
dangerous gaps between scientific advancement and
stakeholders. SPAN envisions a scientific enterprise that

grows and creates opportunities, binding its success with the prosperity of society.

He is also the president of the UNC Chapter of Sigma Xi, the international honor society
of science and engineering. One of the oldest and largest scientific organizations in the
world, members have included Nobel winners Albert Einstein, Enrico Fermi, Linus
Pauling, Francis Crick, and James Watson. Richard is the first black president of the
UNC Chapter of Sigma Xi.

Committed to service, Dr. Watkins is a member of the Rotary Club of Raleigh, where he
serves as Director of Club Administration. Rotary’s motto is “Service Above Self.”

Dr. Watkins also serves on both the Religious Affairs Committee and the Health and
Wellness Committee for the Chapel Hill/Carrboro Chapter of the NAACP.

Dr. Richard Watkins lives in Durham, North Carolina with his wife Dr. Charity Watkins,
Assistant Professor of Social Work at North Carolina Central University (NCCU), and
their four-year-old daughter, Margeaux. Dr. Charity Watkins’s research focuses on the
relationship between parenting and academic success. She also explores racial
disparities in cardiovascular disease, including a special focus on heart
conditions experienced by Black women following pregnancy and childbirth.

The Watkins family is a member of St. Joseph CME Church in Chapel Hill, NC, where
Dr. Watkins serves as President of the Laity.


