
PA PAC Questionnaire for US House and Senate - 2022

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing
education, work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a

high-resolution headshot of yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat Mar 19 at 5pm, at the latest.

Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com
by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm.

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may
publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume.

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with
each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or

a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading.
Please try to confine your responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is

indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the limit for each question.
If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source.

Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham.

Candidate’s name: Dr. Richard L. Watkins

Address: P.O. Box 14386 | Durham, NC 27709-4386

E-mail Address: richardwatkins@richardlwatkins.com

Phone: 919-408-6435

Website: https://www.richardlwatkins.com/

Why Are You Running?

1. What are the three most important issues facing the nation? What are your top priorities in
addressing these issues?

a) Push for more voter protections for all voters, especially Black communities. This is why I will
fight for the enactment of the John Lewis Act, expand more resources for safeguarding
elections from hacking, and fight to reduce corporate influence in elections.

b) Police reform is absolutely necessary. I will push to end qualified immunity, advance more
community policing, and provide more resources to help the US Department of Justice
monitor and enforce civil rights protections.

c) Push for more funding for education and workforce development to ensure Black
communities are prepared to go after 21st Century Tech Job Opportunities.

Federal Revenues, Federal Spending, and the Economy
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2. Is the current system of federal taxation fair? What changes should be made, if any? Please cite
specific examples.

The current system of federal taxation is highly imbalanced. No, it is not fair. I am highly supportive
of a wealth tax on the top .01%, of ensuring tax collection period on individuals in the top .01%
(~100,000,000/net worth), and of increasing income taxes on all citizens earning over $20,000,000.

3. What is your position concerning tariffs and trade?]

Trade in and of itself is a good thing. The key is what trade policy is being pursued. Historically, trade
policy has been focused on lowering end prices for consumers. Unfortunately, that has come at the
cost of worker rights, wages, and protections both here and abroad. For this reason, I favor a more
competitive, worker-centric approach to trade that focuses on protecting workers domestically and
globally and, as such, drives more production back to the US and creates jobs in the process.

Tariffs are a tool that I believe should be used to advance this agenda. They can be a useful
negotiating tool.

4. Are you in favor of reducing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your top
three specific areas and explain your reasons. Are you in favor of increasing government spending
in any specific areas? If so, please list your top three specific areas and explain your reasons.

I fully support reducing government spending on the US military and the criminal justice system. The
US defense budget is gargantuan, overweighted, grievously wasteful, and consistently growing.
Eliminating superfluous defense programs that profit multinational corporations and defense
contractors is in the best interest of our collective security. On a similar vein, the criminal justice
system has consistently expanded for decades into an empire in and of itself–one that profits off of
pain and criminalizes communities of color and the poor.

This country, including my five-year-old daughter’s future, requires real shifts in priorities for
government spending. Quality of life for all necessitates high degrees of disinvestment from the
mentioned areas and far greater investment in healthcare, education, and sustaining the
environment. Healthcare, education, and a healthy environment that can sustain life are human
rights. They are also policy choices, and as on the campaign trail, they will be priorities of mine as
the next Representative of North Carolina’s 4th District.

5. Are you concerned about the affordability of a college education in the U.S.? If so, what role can
the federal government play in addressing your concerns?

I am very concerned about the affordability of higher education. The major causes of these
disparities are as follows:

a) Due to the racial wealth gap, Black families on average have less financial resources that
can be dedicated to paying for an education. This pushes our community into having to
utilize more debt financing as a result.

b) Many within our community are disproportionately 1st and 2nd generation college bound. A



consequence of this is that many resources that are available to the community, such as
unclaimed scholarships, are not always known by our community. I want to push for more
resources officers in schools to help assist students in connecting to these opportunities.
Further, given these scholarship opportunities are typically provided by 501(c)(3) entities. I
will push them, as a condition of their tax statuses, to improve their outreach and funding
towards Black students.

c) Our community relies on HBCUs to achieve our educational goals. Unfortunately, the legacy
of racism has our HBCUs overly reliant on government funding. I want to push more
government funding to be sure. More importantly, I want to push for more funders to look to
donate to HBCUs as a condition of maintaining their 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.

Ultimately, I feel that student debt-especially undergrad-should be outright forgiven. In terms of
current debt forgiveness, I want to expand these programs. I also want these programs to prorate
their benefits over time as opposed to all or nothing over 10-year periods.

Secure Elections, Fair Elections, and the Right to Vote

6. What action should the Congress take, if any, to protect the integrity of elections from foreign or
domestic actors seeking to undermine it?

As the nature of threats evolve, so should our security. I support heavy investments in cybersecurity,
creating a federal standard for cybersecurity, providing incentives and resources to drive and support
it, and creating a public education campaign around this area of concern.

7. What changes need to be made to US law to protect the right of all people to vote in free and fair
elections?

Federal action to ensure free and fair elections is not just of paramount importance; it is also
particularly urgent. It will take significant time for the protections within the legislation to be
implemented across the country. Voting rights are the foundation of our nation, and as mentioned, a
top priority of mine as Representative would be to push for more voter protections for all voters,
especially Black communities. I support both the John Lewis Voting Rights Act and the For the
People Act in their unwatered down forms, expanding more resources for safeguarding elections
from hacking, and reducing corporate influence in elections. Abolishing the filibuster is also crucial if
it means we are able to protect the right to vote of so many Americans. We cannot compromise
when it comes to protecting the right to vote. There is no negotiation when it comes to protecting the
right to vote.

Immigration
8. How would you reform U.S. immigration policy? Since agreement on immigration reform has
proved hard to obtain, what measures should be taken in the meantime that would improve the lives
of undocumented immigrants? Are government agencies responsible for immigration and our
borders performing as they should?



I fully support a just and inclusive path to citizenship. We must advocate, support and enact into law
the fair and equitable treatment of all those who come to this country, whether it is for asylum, or
seeking a better life for themselves and their families. I support providing more physical and financial
resources into our immigration system, including increasing the budget of the Office of US
Citizenship and Immigration Services, and providing a clear, uncomplicated, safe and equitable
pathway to citizenship. No, government agencies responsible for immigration and our border are not
performing as they should. We have been saying for decades that Dreamers who were brought to
this country undocumented as children should be provided a pathway to citizenship. Secondly, many
people seeking asylum and many children seeking refuge at the border of this country have to
navigate the legal system without a right to counsel. Immigration law is one of the most complex
bodies of law in this country for lawyers to navigate, and it is absurd to believe that most immigrants,
especially children, can navigate this on their own. There should be an expanded right to counsel for
all immigrants who are navigating the legal system. Furthermore, many people seek asylum in the
US due to danger in their home country. These individuals should be provisionally admitted to this
country and allowed to reside in this country while waiting for a hearing. Entrepreneurs, too, who
wish to come to America to pursue their dreams and build companies here should be provided
special VISAs to do so. They are choosing to build companies that will grow the American economy;
it is in our interest to facilitate diverse economic growth for our nation.

Healthcare
9. Are you satisfied with the healthcare system in the United States? If you are not, how should the
system be changed?

Healthcare is a human right, and currently, we have a health insurance system versus a healthcare
system. For too many of North Carolina’s impoverished residents, who are disproportionately Black,
this is an issue that a single-payer Medicare for All program can address. I am a strong supporter of
Medicare for All as a way to provide universal healthcare. I think that the only form of acceptable
healthcare is healthcare that is equitable and universal, which is why I fully support a single-payer
program. A policy initiative that I also support, and that I think is different, is heavy investment in our
medical infrastructure in terms of hospitals and care facilities, of equipment and medicine, and of
rectifying the dearth of physical and mental health professionals in many areas of the country. It also
includes the people who currently support our medical infrastructure–everyone from the people who
prepare hospital food to nurses, those who make sure that hospital spaces are clean, and
physicians. Last but not least, there are so many diseases that cannot be cured right now, and no
matter what healthcare is available, we are still limited by the current understanding of human
health, which is why I also believe in investing in the medical and the scientific research that will
generate the cures of tomorrow.

Housing
10. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote affordable housing and home
ownership? What specific policies or programs would you use to do that? Do you support a federal
housing guarantee? Rent control? Inclusionary zoning? Down payment assistance for first time
homebuyers? Please detail your answer.



The federal government should push for more affordable housing and affordable home ownership.
The ways it can do so include investing more money into grants for non-profit housing developers
with conditions attached to keep rates of resulting housing properties affordable to lower and middle
income households.  I also do want to provide more capital to support first time homebuyers obtain
homes in the former of grant capital to assist with down payment and closing cost.

Second, I do believe housing is a right. For this reason, I do support a guarantee. Given that is not
politically feasible at the moment-I do want to push for more inclusionary zoning, especially for any
housing project underwritten by federal funds. I also want to push for more rent control and
stabilization-starting with imposing this requirement on housing projects underwritten by Federal
capital and then working to pass legislation to invoke protections at scale through the Congress’
interstate commerce power.

11. What should the federal government do, if anything, to avoid an eviction crisis following the lifting
of the COVID-era moratorium on evictions?

First, the Federal government can address the eviction crisis by doing two things. First, allocating
funding to States to administer eviction protection grants to help those in need. Second, provide tax
credits to landlords in exchange for forgoing eviction rights per contract.

Wealth
12. Is the distribution of wealth among the people of the United States a proper concern of the
federal government? If your answer is “yes,” what should the Congress do to close the wealth gap
that separates the richest and poorest Americans?

The wealth gap is a proper concern of the federal government–especially given the government’s
role in the racial/gender discrimination and the housing, tax, and educational financing policies that
led to this gap. The first thing Congress can do is tax the wealthy and look to pursue a
Constitutionally valid way to tax estates and wealth transfers. Second, it can work to make public
college free and homeownership attainable, cancel student loan debt, and institute reparations and
baby bonds.

13. What do you think are the most powerful levers to address racial and class-based economic
injustice? To what extent do you support federal policies such as reparations, guaranteed basic
income, and down payment assistance for first time homebuyers?

The first lever is for the federal government to recognize injustice and the role we’ve played in
fueling it. Then, start pursuing policies such as Medicare for All, reparations, and guaranteed basic
income, securing education and housing as a right to correct for it.

14. What is your stance on the minimum wage? What do you consider to be a livable wage? What
role should the federal government play in regulating wages? In particular, do you support federal
efforts to advance guaranteed basic income or a federal jobs guarantee?



I am for a living wage–one in which a person is able and capable of supporting themselves on one
job without the need for government assistance. This is what FDR envisioned when the minimum
wage was established. Government should set the baseline standarde, provide a guaranteed basic
income paid for by a tax on tech companies in exchange for their monetization of consumer data,
and guarantee a job for all who want on that meets the standard.

Guns
15. What, if anything, should be done to reduce the proliferation of firearms and reduce gun violence
in the United States?

I respect the Constitutional Right to Bear Arms. Like all US Amendments, they can be reasonably
regulated to protect a compelling public interest. I first want to push for more background checks on
gun sales, address the gun show loophole, and ban ghost guns sales which drive a lot of violence
and are difficult to trace.

Beyond direct regulation of guns, I do want to push for more mental health services and
cyber-detection services to better help individuals facing challenges and start flagging earlier
warning signs to help us intervene before a mass shooting can occur. It is also essential that we
hold gun manufacturers accountable by Repealing the Lawful Commerce in Arms Act, which would
allow for those who have been harmed by firearms the opportunity to seek justice.

Civil Rights and Race Equity
16. What should the state do to promote racial equity and diversity, such as increasing opportunities
for under-represented and under-served people of color? Can you provide an example of your
advocacy for race-equity and diversity?

In addition to many of the policies I’ve laid out in this document-two additional items the government
can do include improving the way we educate the youth in schools on these topics to be more open
and honest about the legacy of racism and then using the power of entrepreneurship to create more
opportunities for government contracting that can catalyze minority and women’s business
development.

Part 2

17. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote the education of youth in the
history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial discrimination in the United States?

First, the federal government can take advantage of its pulpit, including C-SPAN and the PBS
system to promote educational programs to discuss these topics. Second, it could push for more
funding and then impose educational requirements for teaching on these topics as a condition of
state and local government funding. Of utmost importance, it could support, promote, and require
that public schools infuse Critical Race Theory into curricula. The teaching of Critical Race Theory
alone can educate youth in the history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial
discrimination in the United States.



The Environment
18. Addressing the climate crisis through transformative, intersectional policies will be essential to
keeping US communities safe, healthy, and vibrant. What do you see as the most critical
environmental and climate justice issues facing the United States? If elected, how would you
leverage your role as a US Senator or Representative to address them?

As the father of a 5-year-old daughter, a person of color, and a scientist, the climate crisis is and has
always been an issue of dire concern. Knowing fully well and on a very personal level that this crisis
disproportionately impacts the non-white working class, I am committed to centering racial,
economic, and social justice in my climate policies by making sure that poor folks and marginalized
poor folks are protected from the impact and justly transitioned into a green economy of the future.
The S in my S.H.O.E.S platform stands for safety because our safety (that of my community, my
child, and communities nationwide and world over) is my top priority. Representing NC-04 in
Congress, I will champion a Green New Deal agenda and a complete and just shift to running our
economy on renewable resources. I will also work tirelessly to build coalitions of support for plans to
increase carbon capture, prevent deforestation, plant a lot more trees, conserve our land and protect
endangered species, justly transition fossil fuel workers into green industries of the future; and hold
big corporate polluters accountable for the damage done to the environment and to countless lives.
These policies will in and of themselves center racial, economic, and social justice.

Foreign Policy
19. The Russian attack on Ukraine has set off a cascade of change in international relations. How do
you see this changing US foreign policy in the years to come? What role, if any, should the US play
in foreign conflict?

I am a firm believer that democracy can provide a platform for self-determination. It can uplift and
advance human welfare in a peaceful, diplomatic manner. When we ignore democratic ideals, the most
vulnerable in society become subject to grave danger. I fully support a US foreign policy that
approaches the community of nations and situations on the world stage with a spirit of diplomacy,
peace, and compassion. I ask for compassion, now and ongoing, toward the citizens of Ukraine, who
never wanted their current situation to occur, plus that the US and its allies increase our collective
capacity to accept and sustain as many refugees as possible until each person can return to safety.

Campaign Funding
20. Does your campaign have specific policies regarding from whom it accepts donations? Please
specifically detail any contributions from corporations to your current and prior campaigns. How do
you see the influence of donors on policy, both for yourself and for others?

My campaign does not accept donations from donors and major PACs affiliated with conservative
causes. This is because donors, in investing in campaigns, are investing in policy outcomes. The
influence of money, and the access it buys and revolving doors it creates, drives policies that I am
running to correct.

Your Politics



21. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections?

In the 2020 primary elections, I voted for US Senate candidate Erica Smith and US Presidential
candidate Bernie Sanders. In the 2020 general election, I voted for US Senate candidate Cal
Cunningham and then-US Presidential candidate Joseph Biden.


