
People’s Alliance PAC 2022 Questionnaire for North Carolina 

Superior Court Judge Candidates 
 

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing education, 

work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-resolution headshot of 

yourself as soon as possible, but no later than Saturday, March 19 at 5pm.   

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm. 

 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may publish 

your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different font 

to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. Please try to confine your 

responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the 

limit for each question.  

 

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 

Candidate’s name: Brian Clifford Wilks  

Address: _____2112 Hemlock Hill Drive, Durham, NC 27703_________________________ 

E-mail Address: _____Brianwilksforjudge@gmail.com__________________________ 

Phone: ______ (919) 596-8209__________________________________________ 

Website: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech.  

PA PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 

applicable rules.  For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 

we refer you to the January 2, 2020 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 

Political Conduct.  You may find it at:  

 
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-

Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef 

 

About you: 

 

1. Please describe how your religious and philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and 

decision-making if you are elected. 

 

 ANSWER:  I have a strong faith system which, coupled with my background and 

experience, has formed my strong sense of fairness and impartiality and the need for 

everyone to be treated equally regardless of their race, color, creed, orientation or 

affiliation.  While my beliefs shape my sense of fairness, my decisions as a sitting judge 

must be made based upon the law and the facts that come before me in the courtroom so 
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that my actions uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary and allow me to 

perform my duties impartially and diligently. 
 

2. Would you support requiring race equity training for all North Carolina judges?  If not, why not?  

What, if any, other training should be mandatory?   

 

 ANSWER:  I have attended racial equity training and follow-up training and learned 

valued information in both trainings.  Because of what I learned, I am a proponent of all 

stakeholders within the justice system attending racial equity training.  I believe other 

trainings, such as how to deal with mental health and substance abuse issues within the 

population we serve, as well as conflict de-escalation techniques, would be helpful also 

considering the population we serve and the highly volatile issues we encounter.   
 

3. Please describe a situation in which you took a controversial position and explain how you 

handled it. 

 

 ANSWER:  As a Superior Court Judge I am faced with controversial positions daily.  

Whether it is to set or reduce a bond, what a particular sentence will be, or whether to 

release body worn camera footage, all of these situations pose some sort of controversy.    

The way I approach these situations is to be knowledgeable as to the law involved, to 

assure that all sides have an opportunity to be heard while keeping an open mind, and to 

render a decision that will be fair to all parties.  I know that in most cases at least one party 

will not be happy with the decision that I make and accept that as part of the job. 
 

4. Why should progressive voters support you?  What expertise do you bring to your race? 

 

 ANSWER:  Progressive voters should support me because I strive to be fair to everyone 

that appear before me, attentive and prepared as to the issues involved in the cases that I 

address, and use my common sense and life experiences to relate to people on a human 

level.  I understand that our system of law is not perfect and try to make sure that my 

courtroom and actions guarantee equal access to the courts and fair and equitable 

treatment to those who appear before me.  

 Expertise that I bring to my race is as follows: 

o As an Assistant Public Defender in Durham County, where I negotiated pleas and tried 

cases for my indigent clients, both adult and juvenile, charged with criminal offenses 

ranging from low level misdemeanors to serious felony offenses.   

o As an Adjunct Professor at NCCU School of Law teaching law school students through 

interschool competitions, how to conduct trials in both civil and criminal cases.  In this 

role I, along with another Adjunct Professor, taught law students trial practice based on 

fact patterns given by the competition coordinators.  We trained law students how to 

conduct trials from beginning to end, which included pretrial motions, opening 

statements, presentation of evidence, and closing arguments, where they competed in 

interschool competitions against other law schools throughout the United States.   

o As a private practitioner with the firm of Simons, Fitzpatrick and Wilks as well as a 

brief time as a solo practitioner, where I represented clients in cases that ranged from 

real estate closings, civil proceedings, and criminal cases, both State and federal, to 

family court and bankruptcy court cases in all the various levels of trial court. 

o As an Assistant Attorney General where I handled employment cases for the North 

Carolina Department of Corrections.  I drafted appellate briefs in felony criminal 

appeals and visited correctional facilities throughout North Carolina to interview 



personnel to develop trial strategies and advise clients on employment issues.  I tried 

numerous cases before the Office of Administrative Hearings, which allowed me to 

utilize my civil trial skills. 

o As District Court Supervisor for the Durham County District Attorney’s Office where I 

had the responsibility of overseeing all District Court operations for the Office ranging 

from creating policies and procedures to assist the District Courts with operation of all 

its criminal courts, conducting training seminars for the newly hired assistant district 

attorneys, as well as law enforcement officers, negotiating misdemeanors and screened 

felony matters to district court, and conducting trials and probable cause hearings in 

the absence of the assigned felony prosecutor.   

o As a District Court Judge for Durham County, a position I held for over 13 years until 

receiving the appointment to the Superior Court bench in August of 2021.   During my 

time on the District Court bench, I presided in every courtroom covering criminal, 

traffic, civil, child support, abuse, neglect and dependency, family court, and juvenile 

delinquency cases. I was also assigned to preside in our specialty Drug Treatment 

Court.  

The experiences I gained while working in these various public service roles were invaluable 

in that they allowed me to enhance my criminal and civil practice knowledge base, interact 

and represent people from different walks of life and in some instances, different areas 

across the State, and participate in and preside over various court settings.  All of these are 

skills useful in my current position as a Superior Court Judge. 

 

5. Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense (other than a minor traffic or minor drug 

offense)?  If the answer is yes, please describe the circumstances and the outcome.  

 

 ANSWER:  No, I have not been convicted of a criminal offense. 

 

6. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, please 

explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case.  

 ANSWER:  No, I have never been a party in a civil legal proceeding. 

 

About your practice of law: 

 

7. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  If, over time, your practice has evolved or changed, describe the changes. Describe 

your various client bases as a part of your answer. 

 

 ANSWER:  Please see my answer to Question #4 
 

8. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done. Is there a pro bono 

matter to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 

 

 ANSWER:  As a sitting judge for the last 13 ½ years, I am not allowed to participate in the 

practice of law and as such, haven’t participated in any pro bono work during that time.  

Before becoming a Judge, I participated in the first iteration of the expungement program 

and frequently assisted citizens in the courtrooms that needed assistance. 

 

 



9. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any other 

professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other state?  

“Disciplined” should be read to include reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license 

suspension, surrender, revocation, and disbarment. Is the State Bar or any governmental authority 

considering a complaint against you at the present time? Have you ever been found in contempt 

of court? For each “yes” answer, please tell us what happened and describe the outcome of the 

matter. 

 

 ANSWER:  The answers to all the above questions are “NO.” 

 

Concerning law and policy: 

 

10. What is the single greatest barrier to justice? 

 

 ANSWER:  The single greatest barrier to justice is equal access to the court system. 

11. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons convicted of 

non-violent crimes. Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people of color.  What if 

anything should the legislature and our courts do to address the issues of mass incarceration and 

racial bias in the administration of justice? 

 

 ANSWER:  Racial bias should always be at the forefront of the thought process in the 

criminal justice system when creating laws.  There is a disproportionate number of people 

of color that appear daily in the courtroom. Many studies have been conducted that indicate 

the presence of racial bias and racial inequity in the administration of justice. However, the 

studies should not be the end of the inquiry because a study without action accomplishes 

nothing.  It should be mandatory that all stakeholders in the justice system, especially 

judges and legislators, at a minimum, be required to attend racial equity training routinely 

to assist in the fair creation of law and the fair administration of justice.  

 

 

12. Should the North Carolina General Assembly abolish the death penalty?  

 

 ANSWER:  As a Judge, I am obligated to follow the law as it exists and not how I wish the 

laws were written.  As a Christian, I see problems with the how the death penalty is imposed 

in North Carolina.  First, studies have shown that the death penalty is disproportionately 

applied to people of color, which resulted in the implementation of the Racial Justice Act, 

and a moratorium on the death penalty for a period.  Second, once a person is executed, the 

finality of the punishment cannot be reversed should science or technology reveal an error 

in conviction that was the basis of the punishment.  

13. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to justice for people with limited financial 

means or who mistrust the system? How should courts handle requests to waive court costs, fines, 

failure to appear fees, probation supervision fees and attorney’s fees in criminal court? 

 

 ANSWER:  To improve access to justice for people with limited financial means, the 

budgets for Public Defenders Offices and Legal Aid Offices should be increased, and the 

system should be statewide.  An increase in budgets to current offices and establishment of 

offices statewide would allow more citizens with limited financial means more access to 



justice.  A statewide Public Defender System and Legal Aid System, in conjunction with 

clinical programs currently provided by or local law schools, would improve access to 

justice by providing more avenues for representation to people with limited financial 

means. 

 Unfortunately, mistrust of the court system is a result of under-representation and 

disproportionate impact of the application of law to marginalized communities.  

Stakeholders in the justice system must make a concerted effort to be as transparent and 

administer justice fairly and equitably to alleviate the mistrust of the justice system. 

 There is no unified way to address the waiver of court costs and fees. There is often a 

conflict with a judge’s desire to waive fines and fees and the mandate of the Legislature to 

limit the waiver of court costs and fines. When it comes to fees, my primary objective is to 

ensure that if there is a victim, the victim is made whole and that defendants are not overly 

burdened with monetary obligations to the court that would prohibit their successful 

completion of probation or ability to restore their driver’s license.  Therefore, I assist with 

the remission of fees, where permitted by law, to avoid financial distress on a person who 

becomes justice involved.   
 

 

14. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond 

schedule? 

 

 ANSWER:  The bail system is guided by the North Carolina General Statutes. As judges, 

we are obligated to consider whether the accused person will be appearing in court for the 

resolution of the person’s case, and whether the accused person poses a danger to the 

citizens as well as the alleged victims.  There has been some movement on non-violent 

crimes that has allowed citizens to be released without posting bonds, after considering the 

above referenced criteria.  The pretrial release program is a good resource in assisting 

Judges with reaching a good balance, especially in domestic violence cases.   

 

 

15. What can be done to improve language access for parties, victims, and witnesses during court 

proceedings? 

 

 ANSWER:  To improve language access during court proceedings, more certified 

interpreters are needed.  Currently, there is one interpreter dedicated to all criminal courts 

in Durham County. The insufficiency of interpreters dedicated to assist with court 

proceedings in the courthouse often results in inefficient and less prompt resolution for 

parties involved in court proceedings. 

 

 

16. What does racial equity mean to you and how does racial equity inform your work as a Superior 

Court judge? Have you any special training in issues related to racial disparities and equities? 

 

 ANSWER:  To me, racial equity means being cognizant and vigilant in recognition of how 

race interacts with the criminal justice system.  I have always understood and continue to 

understand that due to bias and disparities, there is a mistrust of the court system.  As a 

black male, who has personally been exposed to bias and racial disparities, I am keenly 

aware of the effects the issue of racial inequities plays in our justice system.  This knowledge 

will inform my work as a superior court judge.  I have attended racial equity training and 



follow-up training and am a proponent of all stakeholders within the justice system 

attending the training.   

 

17. What are your thoughts on Durham’s current diversion programs? If you believe these programs 

should be changed in any way please describe how and why.  

 

 ANSWER:  I think the diversion programs in Durham are a good resource to limit the 

impact on justice involvement.  Durham could benefit from more diversion courts, such as 

Family Drug Treatment Court and a Youth Drug Treatment Court to assist our youth who 

become involved with the criminal justice system due to substance abuse issues. 

 

18. How should we treat youthful offenders transferred to Superior Court?  

 

 ANSWER:  Youthful offenders transferred to Superior Court are still juveniles and should 

be treated as such.  Therefore, any Superior Court judgement or sentence imposed should 

be structured after taking into consideration the juvenile’s limited mental development.   

  

19. How has the COVID-19 pandemic changed the functions of the position you occupy or are 

seeking? 

 

 ANSWER:  The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the functions of Superior Court Judge 

similar to how it has changed all the functions of our day-to-day lives.  We must be more 

flexible within the court system.  Before the pandemic, there weren’t many remote hearings.  

Since the pandemic, we have had to adapt and pivot to technology to assist us with our jobs.  

When provided with documentation, we have had to allow more excused absences from 

attendance in Court, which in turn causes cases to take longer to resolve.   

 

20. When both the defense and prosecution agree upon a bond request or agree on a lawful plea, what 

should the court do? What weight should the agreement be given? 

 

 ANSWER:  An agreement between the defense and prosecution indicates that all 

appropriate issues that have been addressed before its presentation to the court.  However, 

the judge is still obligated to perform due diligence. For example, if the agreed upon bond 

modification or plea agreement involves a victim’s rights case, the judge should verify 

whether the victim has been notified as required by law.  Additionally, with agreed upon 

bond modifications, judges still must consider any danger imposed to the citizens should the 

defendant be released.   

 

 

Your politics: 

 

21. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections? 

 

 ANSWER:  As a lifelong Democrat, I voted consistently with our party’s best interest, not 

only in the 2020 United States Senate race and presidential elections but constantly in all 

elections. 

 



Again, Thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your headshot and resume or 

biographical statement. 


