
PA PAC Questionnaire for US House and Senate - 2022 
 

 
Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing 

education, work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-
resolution headshot of yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat Mar 19 at 5pm, at the latest. 

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm. 
 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may 
publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 
When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with 

each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or 
a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. 

Please try to confine your responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is 
indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the limit for each question.  

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 
     
Candidate’s name: __________Everette S. (Rett) Newton_________________________________ 

Address: ________________PO Box 306, Beaufort, NC 28516_____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ______________rett@rettnewton.com___________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________(252) 725-0264_______________________________________ 

Website: _____________________rettnewton.com_______________________________________ 

 

Why Are You Running?  

1. What are the three most important issues facing the nation? What are your top priorities in 

addressing these issues? 

 

1) Protecting democracy – Whether it’s holding those accountable for their actions prior 
to, during, or after January 6th, or securing voting rights to all Americans. We must 
replace the guardrails and, as a minimum, we should consider the Protecting Our 
Democracy Act as proposed by Rep Adam Schiff. Protecting democracy also means 
helping to support other nations, like Ukraine, where democracy is being attacked. 

2) Reversing the effects of climate change – We’re in a climate crisis. As a scientist, I 
fully understand the human impacts that are causing climate change. As a mayor of a 
coastal community, I had to constantly prepare for and respond to the increased 
frequency and ferocity of storms (and associated precipitation). We must reduce our 
dependence on fossil fuels and build a cleaner and greener economy. 

3) Helping our most vulnerable citizens – Recent storms and COVID-19 pandemic have 
exposed our nation’s wealth gap where the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. Our 
most vulnerable citizens are trapped and we must help these citizens with initiatives that 
include increasing the minimum wage, strengthening worker rights and protections, 
providing better access to healthcare, reducing student debt, passing universal pre-K 
education, increasing access to childcare.    

mailto:papacboard@googlegroup.com


 

Federal Revenues, Federal Spending, and the Economy  

2. Is the current system of federal taxation fair? What changes should be made, if any? Please 

cite specific examples 

 

No, Congress has failed to develop equitable taxation…a key function of our federal 

government. The rich are not paying their fair share and this disparity has dramatically 

increased the wealth gap and resulted in a staggering national debt.   

 

3. What is your position concerning tariffs and trade? 

 

Tariffs should only be used to protect American jobs and American consumers. Since we 

live in a global economy, implementation of tariffs or reduction of tariffs must be closely 

scrutinized to ensure there are no unintended consequences. 

 

4. Are you in favor of reducing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your 

top three specific areas and explain your reasons. Are you in favor of increasing government 

spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your top three specific areas and explain your 

reasons. 

 

Our military, homeland security, and intelligence budgeting and spending is important, 

but is extraordinarily inefficient. We must look for transformation in these budget areas 

so there will be more funding available for infrastructure, education, HUD initiatives, 

healthcare (to include mental health and substance abuse treatment), and childcare. 

 

5. Are you concerned about the affordability of a college education in the U.S.? If so, what role 

can the federal government play in addressing your concerns? 

 

Yes, especially for our most vulnerable citizens. Our community colleges are amazing 

and affordable, and a springboard for further education. Federally, we need to incentivize 

key areas like healthcare and technology. For example, many medical students currently 

carry large student loan debt that steers graduates toward specialized fields rather than 

rural or general practice (so they can better manage their debt). By providing 

scholarships and assured residencies, we can incentivize students to fill current 

shortfalls in rural medical facilities and train more general practitioners.       

 

Secure Elections, Fair Elections, and the Right to Vote  

6. What action should the Congress take, if any, to protect the integrity of elections from foreign 

or domestic actors seeking to undermine it? 

 

I am satisfied with the integrity of the 2020 elections. Unfortunately, misinformation has 

reduced the confidence of some of our citizens in our election processes. With some 



states reducing voting rights, it is absolutely vital that we federally protect voting rights 

by passing the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act. Failure to do so will allow others to 

further erode our democracy.  

 

7. What changes need to be made to US law to protect the right of all people to vote in free and 

fair elections? 

 

Pass the Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act. 

 

Immigration 

8. How would you reform U.S. immigration policy? Since agreement on immigration reform has 

proved hard to obtain, what measures should be taken in the meantime that would improve the 

lives of undocumented immigrants? Are government agencies responsible for immigration and 

our borders performing as they should? 

 

Reform of U.S. immigration policy must include improved green card systems for 

specific specialties (e.g., farm workers, construction workers), vetting of immigrants, a 

path to citizenship for vetted immigrants, and a path for foreign students in critical career 

fields to gain citizenship upon graduation. We should also encourage immigration for 

key specialties like healthcare and technology. 

 

All government agencies must operate with transparency, accountability, and integrity. 

Any shortfalls in these areas must be exposed and investigated. 

 

Healthcare 

9. Are you satisfied with the healthcare system in the United States? If you are not, how should 

the system be changed?  

 

I believe affordable healthcare is a right for all Americans and that includes preventive 

care, dental, hearing, and sight. I am not naïve to think that private insurance will go 

away, but Medicare should be available for all that do not have private insurance. The 

infrastructure for Medicare already exists and will be far more efficient, effective, and 

cost effective than current care for the uninsured.  

 

Housing 

10. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote affordable housing and 

home ownership? What specific policies or programs would you use to do that? Do you support 

a federal housing guarantee? Rent control? Inclusionary zoning? Down payment assistance for 

first time homebuyers? Please detail your answer. 

 



1) We should restore the full funding for the HUD budget that has been continually 

decreased during the last two decades. HUD provides housing for our most vulnerable 

citizens. 

2) The building of affordable housing should be codified at a state and local level to 

ensure housing is available for our work force. Currently, contractors can build and sell 

more expensive houses (with large profit margins) while neglecting development of more 

affordable housing. 

3) Reduce the wealth gap with initiatives like more equitable tax structure, increasing the 

minimum wage, strengthening worker rights and protections, providing better access to 

healthcare, reducing student debt, passing universal pre-K education, and increasing 

access to childcare.  

 

11. What should the federal government do, if anything, to avoid an eviction crisis following the 

lifting of the COVID-era moratorium on evictions? 

 

The moratorium on evictions was the right thing to do during the height of the pandemic 

but is no longer appropriate at a federal level. 

 

Wealth 

12. Is the distribution of wealth among the people of the United States a proper concern of the 

federal government? If your answer is “yes,” what should the Congress do to close the wealth 

gap that separates the richest and poorest Americans? 

 

Yes, reduce the wealth gap with initiatives like more equitable tax structure, increasing 

the minimum wage, strengthening worker rights and protections, providing better access 

to healthcare, reducing student debt, passing universal pre-K education, and increasing 

access to childcare.  

 

13. What do you think are the most powerful levers to address racial and class-based economic 

injustice? To what extent do you support federal policies such as reparations, guaranteed basic 

income, and down payment assistance for first time homebuyers? 

 

Insistence on equity, transparency, accountability, and integrity are the most powerful 

levers to address racial and class-based economic injustice. I do not support reparations 

and guaranteed basic income. I do support payment assistance for first time homebuyers 

similar to VA loans for veterans. 

 

14. What is your stance on the minimum wage? What do you consider to be a livable wage? 

What role should the federal government play in regulating wages? In particular, do you support 

federal efforts to advance guaranteed basic income or a federal jobs guarantee? 

 



As the Mayor of Beaufort, we passed a $15 minimum wage and competitive salaries for 

our town staff and it has been very successful. This initiative increased quality of 

life/quality of job, increased retention, and has been good for economic development 

because that money returns to the local economy. I fully recognize that while $15 may be 

appropriate for more rural areas, it may not suffice for metropolitan areas. I do not 

support guaranteed basic income or a federal jobs guarantee but believe we are better 

served by addressing the wealth gap with initiatives like more equitable tax structure, 

increasing the minimum wage, strengthening worker rights and protections, providing 

better access to healthcare, reducing student debt, passing universal pre-K education, 

and increasing access to childcare. 

 

Guns 

15. What, if anything, should be done to reduce the proliferation of firearms and reduce gun 

violence in the United States? 

 

As a minimum, there should be gun registration, background checks for buying guns 

and during the transfer of gun ownership from one owner to another. I support red flag 

laws that will take away guns from those that have mental health concerns and/or a 

history of violence. I support gun ownership for hunting and personal protection but I 

don’t understand why anyone should have an assault rifle or max capacity magazine. 

 

Civil Rights and Race Equity 

16. What should the state do to promote racial equity and diversity, such as increasing 

opportunities for under-represented and under-served people of color? Can you provide an 

example of your advocacy for race-equity and diversity?  

 

Our town government has, by far, the most diverse Board of Commissioners of any 

board in the county. It is crystal clear to me that my minority high school classmates 

have not been given the same opportunities that I have had, so I promote diversity at 

every opportunity. As mayor, I visibly and vocally supported the Black Lives Matter 

peaceful and powerful protests in our town during the summer of 2020. These protests 

were led by two amazing young Black female leaders. We live in a very conservative 

county and their leadership took a lot of courage and their efforts expanded to include 

virtual town halls where very difficult topics were addressed to include a Civil War 

monument at our county courthouse. Racists and racism were empowered during the 

Trump administration. I am committed to do what I can to eliminate discrimination of any 

kind. 

 

17. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote the education of youth in the 

history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial discrimination in the United 

States? 

 



At the federal, state, and local level, we should be unafraid to discuss the structural 

nature of racism in our country. Locally, our town was one of four NC ports of 

debarkation for the slave trade and we have not hesitated to talk about this horrendous 

part of our history. On the other hand, we are proud that we were the second largest free 

slave community in the state during the Civil War. At the federal and state levels, voting 

rights are under attack and these attacks disproportionately impact minorities. 

 

The Environment 

18. Addressing the climate crisis through transformative, intersectional policies will be essential 

to keeping US communities safe, healthy, and vibrant. What do you see as the most critical 

environmental and climate justice issues facing the United States? If elected, how would you 

leverage your role as a US Senator or Representative to address them? 

 

1) I have a strong environmental record that includes a massive clean-up of our 

waterways, fixing infrastructure to reduce toxins going into our waterways, and working 

with former NC DEQ Secretary Michael Regan as we opposed offshore oil exploration 

and drilling. I am currently a Duke University PhD candidate studying marine science and 

conservation and part of my studies looked at the polyfluoroalkyl substances (forever 

chemicals used in products like Teflon) that are affecting drinking water supplies in the 

Cape Fear, Neuse, and Haw Rivers. We must conduct a thorough review of these and 

other chemicals and develop regulations that protect our water and our environment.  

2) As a scientist, I fully understand the human impacts on climate change and as the 

mayor of a coastal community I have had to prepare and respond to the increased 

frequency and ferocity of storms. We must reduce our dependence on fossil fuels that 

are clearly increasing the rate of climate change. There is a thriving green and clean 

business sector and we need to further incentivize alternative solutions to fossil fuels. 

3) With the enormous amount of plastics going into our waterways, we must seek 

alternatives to plastics. We are seeing these plastics re-enter our food chain.    

 

Foreign Policy 

19. The Russian attack on Ukraine has set off a cascade of change in international relations. 

How do you see this changing US foreign policy in the years to come? What role, if any, should 

the US play in foreign conflict? 

 

President Biden has done a phenomenal job of rebuilding alliances and has leveraged 

diplomacy, information/intelligence, military assistance, and economic sanctions to 

counter Russian aggression. The U.S. is retaking a global leadership role after years of 

decline in the Trump administration. I spent 28-years in the U.S. Air Force in posts 

around the world to include assignments working with embassies. I have come to 

appreciate that foreign policy is both an art and a science.    

 

 



Campaign Funding 

20. Does your campaign have specific policies regarding from whom it accepts donations? 

Please specifically detail any contributions from corporations to your current and prior 

campaigns. How do you see the influence of donors on policy, both for yourself and for others? 

 

We consider all donations on a case-by-case basis. To date, I have not accepted any PAC 

donations. Fund raising is obviously a critical element of a campaign. I will always keep 

my integrity intact and have not wavered from the values that started this campaign and 

our goals of protecting democracy, reversing the effects of climate change, protecting 

our environment, and helping those tens of thousands of North Carolinians who are 

really struggling. 

 

Your Politics 

21. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections? 

 

I voted for Cal Cunningham and Joe Biden.  


