
Thank you for your interest in the Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor position.  As you 
know, I am running for this post and hopefully, if elected, be able to give back to an origination that has 
help me and my farm thru the years. 
 I was born at Duke hospital in 1960.  I have lived in Durham all my life on our family farm and am a full 
time farmer.   Our farm started in Durham the late 1940’s when my Grandparents and dad purchased 
the land.  We were a tradition farm back then as in Tobacco, cows, hogs, grain, etc.  After returning to 
the farm in 1980 from graduating NC State Ag Program, I joined the family farm and have been a full 
time farmer ever since.   
   In the late 90’s, I saw the writing on the wall concerning the tobacco industry and in 2000, switched to 
veggies instead of tobacco.  Then, in 2005, we planted our first strawberry crop.  We have expanded to 
almost 3 acres of u-pic strawberries where families can come in the spring and enjoy time outdoors on 
our farm and pick themselves strawberries while listening to the cows low and experiencing some time 
on the farm.  
  During our time on the farm, we have worked with soil and water protecting our environment by 
installing terraces, waterways, buffer zones, ponds, etc to insure that the water that leaves our farm is 
as clean as possible and our soil stays in place.  
  In 2016 we were voted Durham County Soil and Water farm family of the year.  We also won the 
district 4 that year which contains 11 counties in the central area of NC.  
 I am also the vice chair to the Farm Land Protection Board which meets each month to come up with 
ways to support existing farms and promoted new farms in Durham County. We have worked with both 
City Council and County Commissioners to get grant funding to encourage new farmers to start and help 
existing farmers to stay in business.  The application we came up with is on a point system guaranteeing 
an equal opportunity for each applicant to receive a fair and impartial review.  Additional points are 
given to minorities to hopefully, encourage more interaction in agriculture interest.  Also, instrumental 
in creating local farmer markets to give each an opportunity to sell their produce.  
  I also have been a long time member of the Durham County Farm Bureau, in which we have given 
thousands of dollars over the years to support school programs such as FFA, and 4H. Also, to elementary 
schools for everything from gardens to greenhouses to plant fundraisers, anything to help create and 
continue interests  in local agriculture.   
 If elected, I hope to continue to work to insure the soil and water in Durham County is protected to the 
best of our ability and any funding for such be distributed in a fair and equal manor.   
 I again thank you for your interest and hope obtain your endorsement to the important job. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Waller 
 Waller Family Farm 


