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METHODOLOGY
These are the findings of an Ipsos survey conducted on behalf of Dying With Dignity Canada.

For this survey, a sample of 800 Albertans, 18+ were interviewed online between February 14th & 18th, 2019.

Quotas and weighting were employed to ensure that the sample’s composition reflects the overall population according to census
information.

Where totals do not add to 100%, it is due either to rounding or the respondent was permitted to provide more than one response.

The precision of online polls is measured using a credibility interval. In this case, the results are accurate to within +/- 4.0 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20, of what the results would have been had all adults in Alberta over the age of 18 been polled. Credibility
intervals are wider among subsets of the population.

Significant differences between demographic groups have been identified with shaded boxes – green boxes are used to identify when
one demographic group is statistically higher than the other and red boxes when it is statistically lower.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
There is strong support for the notion that all publicly-funded hospitals in the province of Alberta should be required to allow medically-
assisted dying on their premises with as many as four in five supporting this, including strong majorities across all of the key groups
surveyed, including age, region, gender, and religious affiliation. Given that it is now legal in Canada for a person who is suffering
intolerably from an incurable medical condition to end their life, with the help of a healthcare practitioner, it is important to understand
that public opinion in Alberta decisively supports this legal right and that detractors represent a minority of the population.

Currently, a number of public hospitals in the province do not currently permit medically-assisted dying on their premises, arguing that it
is their right to deny treatments which are incompatible with their values or beliefs. Of course, the counter-argument to this is that, as a
publicly-funded institution, all hospitals are under legal obligation to provide a full range of health-care services, including medically-
assisted dying, as long as they are capable of doing so.

After reflecting on both positions, public opinion in Alberta supports the idea that all publicly-funded hospitals are, in fact, under
obligation to offer a full range of legal health-care services, as long as they have the proper equipment and staff to do so. Additionally,
majorities across all groups surveyed favour this position, including those with a religious identity.

In short, a consensus is emerging in Alberta that all hospitals that receive public funds should be required to provide all legal services.
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MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DYING

Q4. Do you support or oppose the following statement: All publicly-funded hospitals in Alberta should be required to allow medically-assisted dying on their premises.
Base: All respondents (n=800)

At four in five, the vast majority (80%) of Albertans
support the idea that all publicly-funded hospitals
should be required to allow medically-assisted
dying on their premises.

Strong majorities across all groups surveyed
support this initiative, with Millennials (86% vs.
77% 35+), non-religious Albertans (86% vs. 75%
religious), Liberal (87%) & NDP (88%) backers
among the most supportive. Further, the
proportion who strongly support medically-
assisted dying on hospital premises is statistically
the highest in the Calgary region (54% vs. 43%
Other AB) and among mid-high income households
(52% vs. 39% <$60k).

SUPPORT FOR MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DYING

47%

33%
11%

9%

   Strongly support    Somewhat support    Somewhat oppose    Strongly oppose

80%
Strongly/ 

Somewhat 
Support
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MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DYING

Q2. As you may know, it is now legal in Canada for a person who is suffering intolerably from an incurable medical condition to end their life with the help of a doctor or nurse practitioner, as long as 
certain criteria are met. Do you support or oppose a person's right to access medically-assisted dying, as long as they are eligible under federal law?
Base: All respondents (n=800)

Well over four in five (86%) Albertans support, at
least somewhat, a person’s right to access
medically-assisted dying, as long they are eligible
under federal law, including a majority (51%) living
in the province who strongly support this.

Once again, majorities across all groups surveyed
support a person’s right to access medically-
assisted dying, with women (56% vs. 47% of men)
& Baby Boomers (55+) (58% vs. 47% under 55)
among the most likely to strongly support it. A
majority of every party’s voters (94% of NDP vs.
82% of UCP & Liberals) and both non-religious
(92%) and religious (81%) Albertans are also
supportive.

SUPPORT RIGHT TO A MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DEATH

51%

35%
8%

7%

   Strongly support    Somewhat support    Somewhat oppose    Strongly oppose

86%
Strongly/ 

Somewhat 
Support
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MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DYING

Q3. Some publicly-funded hospitals in Alberta refuse to allow or provide medically-assisted dying on-site because of their beliefs or religious affiliation. These hospitals say they have a right not to provide 
treatments that don't align with their views, and that patients must go elsewhere to access these services. Others say that all hospitals that receive public funds have an obligation to provide a full range 
of legal health-care services, as long as they have the proper equipment and staff to do so. Which is closer to your point of view?
Base: All respondents (n=800)

At over three-quarters (77%), there is widespread
belief that all hospitals receiving public funds have
an obligation to provide a full range of legal health
care services, as long as they have the proper
equipment & staff to do so. Conversely, just one in
four (23%) think this should not be a requirement,
if it goes against the hospital’s values or religious
beliefs.

Majorities across all groups surveyed support
universal access. While religious Albertans are
more likely to think that it should not be a
requirement (28% vs. 17%) if it goes against
hospital beliefs or values, still a majority of every
group believes that publicly-funded hospitals have
an obligation to provide these services.

MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DYING & RIGHT OF REFUSAL

Hospitals should not be 
required to allow or provide 
medically-assisted dying on-
site if it's against their values 

or religious beliefs, and 
patients should go elsewhere 

to access these services

All hospitals that receive 
public funds have an 

obligation to provide the full 
range of legal health care 

services, as long as they have 
the proper equipment and 

staff to do so

23% 77%
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MEDICALLY-ASSISTED DYING

OVERVIEW OF RESULTS BY KEY SUBGROUPS

TOT GENDER AGE REGION POLITICAL 
AFFILIATION RELIGIOUS RELIGIOUS 

AFFILIATION
Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ Calgary Edmonton Other AB NDP UCP Liberals Yes No Catholic Protestant Other

Base: All Respondents 800 315 485 208 276 316 264 255 281 183 262 52 486 225 131 257 98

Right to Medically-
Assisted Death 86% 85% 86% 88% 82% 88% 87% 86% 84% 94% 81% 85% 81% 92% 84% 78% 86%

Medically-Assisted 
Dying on Hospital 
Premises

80% 80% 80% 86% 76% 78% 82% 77% 80% 88% 70% 87% 75% 86% 76% 70% 84%

Publicly-funded 
hospitals must 
provide full range of 
services, if capable

77% 77% 76% 82% 74% 75% 80% 72% 78% 86% 65% 84% 72% 83% 74% 66% 83%

Support %
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RESPONDENT PROFILE

DEMOGRAPHICS

18-34 33%
35-54 38%
55+ 29%
Mean 44.4

Male 50%

Female 50%

Under $40K 25%
$40K - <$60K 14%
$60K - < $100K 30%
$100K or more 19%
Prefer not to answer 12%

Calgary 33%

Edmonton 32%

Other AB 35%

GENDER

AGE REGION

HOUSEHOLD INCOME (PRE-TAX)

<HS 7%
HS 17%
Post Sec 46%
Univ Grad 29%

EDUCATION

Yes 29%

No 71%

KIDS IN HOUSEHOLD



© 2019 Ipsos 13

RESPONDENT PROFILE

DEMOGRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

1 22%
2 36%
3 19%
4 15%
5 5%
6 2%
7+ 2%

HOUSEHOLD SIZE

Single, never married 27%
Living with partner 15%
Married 45%
Widowed 2%
Divorced or separated 11%

MARITAL STATUSMARITAL STATUS

Employed full-time 43%
Employed part-time 12%
Self employed 7%
Unemployed but looking for a job 5%
Unemployed and not looking for a job/Long-term sick or disabled 6%
Full-time parent, homemaker 5%
Retired 15%
Student/Pupil 5%
Prefer not to answer 1%

EMPLOYMENT STATUS
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29%

16%

3%

2%

1%

1%

6%

9%

29%

3%

   Protestant or other Christian

   Roman Catholic

   Muslim

   Hindu

   Buddhist

   Jewish

   Other

Atheist/Agnostic/Humanist

No religious identity

Don't know/Refused

RESPONDENT PROFILE

Q5. Which of the following best describes your religious identity?
Base: All respondents (n=800)

Overall, three in five (59%) Albertans identify with
a religion, of which a plurality (29%) are
Protestants or other Christians, followed by one in
six (16%) who are Catholics. One in ten (9%) hold
either atheist, agnostic, or humanist beliefs. As
many as one in three (32%) are not sure what they
believe in (3%) or simply do not align themselves
with any religious identity (29%).

The 55+ demographic is by far the most likely to
identify as religious (71% vs. 54% under 55) and
more specifically, as Roman Catholic (22% vs. 13%)
or Protestant (42% vs. 23%).

RELIGIOUS IDENTITY

59%
Identify as 
Religious
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ABOUT IPSOS

Ipsos is an independent market research company
controlled and managed by research professionals.
Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has grown into a
worldwide research group with a strong presence in all key
markets. Ipsos ranks fourth in the global research industry.

With offices in 89 countries, Ipsos delivers insightful
expertise across five research specializations: brand,
advertising and media; customer loyalty; marketing; public
affairs research; and survey management.

Ipsos researchers assess market potential and interpret
market trends. They develop and build brands. They help
clients build long-term relationships with their customers.
They test advertising and study audience responses to
various media and they measure public opinion around the
globe.

Ipsos has been listed on the Paris Stock Exchange since
1999 and generated global revenues of €1,780.5 million in
2017.

GAME CHANGERS

At Ipsos we are passionately curious about people, markets,
brands and society. We deliver information and analysis that
makes our complex world easier and faster to navigate and
inspires our clients to make smarter decisions.

We believe that our work is important. Security, simplicity,
speed and substance applies to everything we do.

Through specialisation, we offer our clients a unique depth of
knowledge and expertise. Learning from different experiences
gives us perspective and inspires us to boldly call things into
question, to be creative.

By nurturing a culture of collaboration and curiosity, we attract
the highest calibre of people who have the ability and desire
to influence and shape the future.

“GAME CHANGERS” – our tagline – summarises our ambition.
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