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President’s Message
You are probably wondering how this COVID crisis 
and state-wide lockdown will affect our campaign 
for voluntary assisted dying (VAD) laws in NSW. 
And yes, it is certainly a setback. There can be 
no debate until Parliament can sit again and our 
opponents will claim that it is not appropriate to 
debate VAD during a pandemic. 

Are we disappointed? Yes. Are we defeated? 
Absolutely not. 

We know that many MPs are strongly in support 
of VAD laws and that Alex Greenwich MP is 
determined to see his VAD Bill debated and 
passed as soon as possible. Claims that “now 
is not the right time” ring hollow when both 
Tasmania and South Australia have debated and 
passed VAD laws in the last year, as have other 
jurisdictions such as New Zealand, New Mexico 
and even Spain, with its devastating loss of life 
due to COVID-19. Queensland is expected to 
debate and pass its VAD Bill during September. 

Even in a pandemic, life goes on, as should the 
parliamentary processes. Terminally ill people in 
NSW continue to suffer and should have access 
to the same laws that virtually all other Australians 
will soon have.

Despite the setback, we have made great 
progress in our campaign with Alex Greenwich 
MP releasing his draft VAD Bill in July which 
received the support of a range of influential 
groups including the Health Services Union, 
Council on the Ageing (NSW), Cancer Voices NSW 
and the Australian Paramedics Association (NSW) 
(see page 4). An outline of the draft Bill is included 
on page 5.

Pleasingly, a number of MPs from across the 
political spectrum have already indicated their 
support for the NSW VAD Bill (see page 5).

Since our last newsletter, the Western Australian 
VAD law commenced operation and South 
Australia passed its VAD Bill with an unexpectedly 
strong majority, including support from the Liberal 
Premier. Queensland’s VAD Bill is widely expected 
to pass in September (see page 12).

DONATIONS 
ARE NOW TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE
Dying with Dignity NSW has just been 
approved as a Registered Charity and this 
means that donations are now tax deductible. 

Now, more than ever, we need your donations 
to keep our campaign alive. With the pandemic 
lockdowns, the path to achieving VAD laws in 
NSW is uncertain and it is unclear when NSW 
Parliament will sit again.

We have engaged paid staff and have on going 
expenses to cover while we wait for Parliament 
to return to normal. 

You can donate on line via our website at 
dwdnsw.org.au, https://dwdnsw.nationbuilder.
com/donate or use  
the form at the back of  
this newsletter.

We could not have 
come this far without 
your incredible support 
and generosity.  
Thank you.

https://dwdnsw.org.au
http://dwdnsw.org.au
https://dwdnsw.nationbuilder.com/donate
https://dwdnsw.nationbuilder.com/donate
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Our community stalls had been a key part of 
our grassroots advocacy campaign. Before the 
lockdowns we held 53 stalls where volunteers 
collected over 13,000 signatures on our petition. 
We have now changed tack and are undertaking 
an extensive social media campaign featuring 
DWD ambassadors such as Noni Hazlehurst and 
David Williamson (see page 8). Our petition now 
has close to 90,000 signatures with hundreds 
more adding their names each day.

We have also launched our Field of Hearts project 
(see page 9). We can’t hold a rally but we can still 
have a public display of support for VAD by filling 
the Domain with your heartfelt messages. 

We hope you will enjoy our special feature by 
Dr Phillip Parente, a Victorian oncologist and 
committed Catholic who was formerly opposed 
to VAD. He describes how he came to reconcile 
his faith with his belief in patient autonomy 
and is now helping some of his dying patients 
through the VAD process. It was ultimately about 
compassion and putting the rights of patients first 
(see page 10).

I would like to add my congratulations to the 
Central Coast Group who celebrated their 25th 
Anniversary in May, with special recognition to the 
outgoing leader Dr Bev Symons (see page 15).

As always, thank you for your support,

Penny Hackett 
President, DWD NSW

MEMBERSHIP 
OF DYING WITH 
DIGNITY NSW
Would you consider joining the 1400 plus 
financial members of DWD NSW? 

We rely on our annual membership fees to 
continue operating. 

There are 3 types of membership:

Annual Full: $50 per annum

Annual Concession: $25 per annum 

Life Membership: $500 (one off payment)

How to join:

On-line: at dwdnsw.org.au  
https://dwdnsw.nationbuilder.com/membership

By mail: Call our office on (02) 9212 4782 to 
request a membership form. 

Note: If you join now, your membership will run 
until 31 March 2023.

Cover image – South Australian Candles for 
Compassion Vigil

Last but not least, we were delighted to have 
been granted Registered Charity status which 
means that donations to DWD NSW are now tax 
deductible. We hope you are able to contribute 
to our campaign fund. The delay due to the 
pandemic means we will need more funds to 
ensure that we can continue to campaign for as 

long as it takes to get the NSW VAD Bill passed. 
We know we can count on your generous support.

http://dwdnsw.org.au
https://dwdnsw.nationbuilder.com/membership
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NEWS FROM NEW SOUTH WALES

NSW debate delayed
Alex Greenwich MP honoured the commitment he 
made earlier this year by releasing his draft Voluntary 
Assisted Dying (VAD) Bill 2021 in mid-July. His 
plan was to provide a period of consultation for his 
parliamentary colleagues and key stakeholders before 
introducing the Bill in NSW Parliament in mid-August. 
Unfortunately the latest outbreak of COVID-19 
prevented Parliament from sitting during August and 
this is likely to be the case for the September and 
possibly the October sitting weeks as well. We are 
disappointed but not defeated and will adapt our 
campaign plans to keep the pressure on our NSW 
MPs to ensure that they don’t use the pandemic as 
an excuse to avoid dealing with this issue. 

Despite the delayed timetable, Dying with Dignity 
NSW welcomed the release of the draft VAD Bill, as 
did a number of other key organisations including 
the Health Services Union (HSU), Council on the 
Aging NSW (COTA), Older Women’s Network NSW 
(OWN), Cancer Voices NSW and the Australian 
Paramedics Association (NSW). 

The HSU surveyed their members earlier this year 
and found 89% supported assisted dying law reform. 
In a recent nationwide poll of older Australians, COTA 
found 72% of people over the age of 50 in NSW 
supported reform, with only 12% opposing. 

Endorsement of the VAD Bill by the Australian 
Paramedics Association (NSW) was not surprising. 
Their Secretary, Gary Wilson said paramedics 
see patients who are suffering intolerable and 
untreatable pain through a terminal illness every 
day, so they believe these people deserve a choice. 
“Voluntary Assisted Dying is not a replacement for 
palliative care, rather it is a safety net for those who 
wish to access it when palliative care can no longer 
meet their needs,” said Mr Wilson. 

“Australian data indicates that a significant number of 
suicide attempts are by people with terminal illnesses. 
These are unnecessarily traumatic for family, friends 
and emergency services personnel. Instead, these 
people should be able to access the option of safe 
and dignified voluntary assisted dying.” 

Cancer Voices NSW has supported the introduction 
of VAD laws since mid 2017. This position was 
strongly reinforced in a survey of its membership 
in January 2021 with over 80% of respondents 
supporting the introduction of VAD laws in NSW as a 
matter of priority. “People with cancer have the right 
to understand all of the options available to them 
in determining their form of treatment, and in the 
choices available to them, when they are facing the 
reality of their end of life,” said Murray McLachlan, 
Deputy Chair, Cancer Voices NSW. 

“Cancer Voices continues to emphasise the 
importance of improved end-of-life and palliative 
care service provision across all of NSW as a 
fundamental right of those affected by cancer. 
However, circumstances do regularly occur where 
the development of the disease will only result in 
the death of a person with cancer. When that arises, 
that person must be provided with an arrangement 
whereby they can continue to be in control of 
their life, and just as importantly, the nature, 
circumstances and timing of their death.” 

Alex Greenwich wrote to all MPs, providing them with 
the Draft VAD Bill, offering them expert briefings and 
seeking their feedback. Included in each package 
were personal testimonies from each MP’s own 
electorate. These powerful stories, gathered by Dying 
with Dignity, emphasise the urgency of this law reform. 

Every other Australian state has moved on this issue, 
with VAD laws already operating in Victoria and 
Western Australia and having passed in Tasmania 
and South Australia earlier this year. By the time this 
newsletter is printed, it is likely that Queensland will 
be on the verge of becoming the fifth state to legalise 
voluntary assisted dying. The people of NSW should 
not be left behind. 

NSW Parliament will eventually sit again, and Alex 
Greenwich is committed to introducing his VAD Bill. 
As Alex says, “COVID has stopped a lot of things, 
but it hasn’t stopped people being diagnosed with 
terminal illnesses or experiencing intolerable pain 
and suffering from that illness. It hasn’t stopped the 
need for NSW to provide the same compassionate 
and dignified end-of-life choices as other states”. 

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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“For the NSW citizens who need this bill, every 
day matters. I am confident that my parliamentary 
colleagues have heard that message loud and 
clear. It’s now up to them to carefully review and 
consider the legislation and then get this done,” 
Mr Greenwich said. 

Alex has offered all members of Parliament the 
opportunity to co-sponsor the bill. He has already 
welcomed support from across the parliament, 
including from Nationals MLC Trevor Khan (who 
led the push for reform in 2017), Independent 
MP Greg Piper, and Greens MLC Cate 
Faehrmann (who led a push for reform in 2013). 
There is strong support from Labor, including 
frontbenchers Jo Haylen and Jodie Harrison as 
well as MPs Liesl Tesch, Tim Crakanthorp and 
David Mehan. Shooters, Fishers and Farmers 
Party’s Helen Dalton and the Animal Justice Party 
have also confirmed their support. Labor, the 
National Party, Shooters, Fishers and Farmers 
and One Nation have all granted their MPs a 
conscience vote and the Greens have a binding 
party policy to support VAD. 

The Liberal Party are yet to confirm whether their 
MPs will be permitted a conscience vote. To deny 
this would be an inexplicable departure from long- 
held Liberal traditions and put the NSW Party at 
odds with their Liberal colleagues in five other 
states who have all been granted a free vote on 
VAD laws. 

NSW VAD Bill
The NSW VAD Bill is a conservative model of voluntary 
assisted dying, limited to mentally competent adults who 
are terminally ill and have extreme suffering that cannot be 
alleviated. It contains strong safeguards including: 

• Limiting access to people whose terminal disease 
will cause death within six months, or 12 months for 
neurodegenerative conditions and who are experiencing 
suffering that cannot be relieved. 

• Multiple assessments for decision-making capacity, and 
determining whether the patient is acting voluntarily and 
without pressure or duress. 

• Two doctors with prescribed experience to assess 
eligibility and approve the patient’s request, and where 
appropriate, can seek further assessment from a 
specialist, psychologist, or psychiatrist. 

• Before any doctor can participate in the scheme, they 
must have completed approved training, including how 
to identify signs of coercion. 

• The patient must make three requests and waiting 
periods apply. The patient can withdraw from the 
process at any time. All steps must be documented and 
provided to a statutory oversight body.

• Once approved, the patient can self-administer the VAD 
medication or it can be administered by a practitioner.

• No health practitioner will be forced to participate and can 
conscientiously object, or not participate for any reason.

• Hospitals and residential facilities are not required to 
provide VAD services.

• The legislation includes a number of new offences, with 
high penalties for unauthorised administration of the 
VAD substance or inducing someone to apply for VAD.
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EVERY DAY MATTERS

Grassroots advocacy 
continues 
Our community stalls have taken a brief pause as 
the COVID outbreak took hold in NSW, although 
just before making the decision to pause we had 
growing interest from new volunteers across the 
state. To date, DWD volunteers have hosted 53 
stalls in Northern Rivers, Coffs Harbour, Port 
Macquarie, Myall Lakes, Upper Hunter, Newcastle, 
across the Central Coast, Blue Mountains, Broken 
Hill, Sydney, Illawarra, Southern Highlands, 
Cootamundra, Wagga Wagga, Yass, South Coast 
and Albury. Our volunteers have collected more 
than 13,000 signatures for the ‘Every Day Matters’ 
petition and they have generated vital media 
coverage in newspapers, radio and television by 
advocating for change through sharing their own 
personal stories. 

Many of you have contacted your local MPs over 
the last 6 months and written to upper house MPs. 
With the current pandemic crisis, MPs and their 
staff will be busy helping their constituents and we 
don’t want to distract them from that important 
work. However, it is still important to keep writing 
letters. MPs tell us that they value and pay extra 
attention to your mailed letters. Have a look at our 
Letter Writing Guide which includes contact details 
for all NSW MPs - https:// dwdnsw.org.au/guide-
to-letter-writing/

Despite the restrictions and lockdowns, our efforts 
have continued and have turned to digital avenues 
through Facebook, Twitter and other means. One 
significant part of the digital campaign has been 
our Do-Gooder platform which has seen over 
12,000 members of the public send a personal 
message to their MP. Alex Greenwich has sent a 
consolidated copy of some of the most powerful 
stories from each electorate to each MP and a 
separate pack to members of the Upper House. 
These messages and personal contact from 
constituents continue to be a vital component of 
our success. 

We have clearly heard that NSW communities 
resoundingly want VAD laws, and that they are 
needed. Right now our messaging echoes what 
the community is saying, which is that COVID is 
no excuse to delay debate of the VAD bill and that 
people continue to be diagnosed with and die 
from terminal illness regardless of the pandemic. 
The other key messages we would love you to 
share are:

• That SA, TAS and NZ all passed VAD bills during 
the pandemic and QLD is expected to pass a 
bill in September.

• Alex Greenwich’s bill is very conservative and 
provides multiple and broad protections.

• If you’re contacting a member of the Liberal party, 
ask them to advocate for a conscience vote. 

• The people of NSW overwhelmingly support this. 
It’s time to get it done and join the other states. 

Thank you to each and every person who has, 
and continues, to support Dying with Dignity 
NSW. This whole movement is grassroots 
and people powered. We have made it this far 
because of you and we want you to know how 
important your actions are. 

Thank you New South Wales, you’re amazing!

https://dwdnsw.org.au
https:// dwdnsw.org.au/guide-to-letter-writing/
https:// dwdnsw.org.au/guide-to-letter-writing/
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MP Memes
In anticipation of the upcoming debate, 
a number of MPs have begun making 
their positions public. Some are long-time 
supporters, others have undertaken surveys 
of their constituents before declaring their 
position. As MPs come forward, both for and 
against, we will be posting them on social 
media and on our website.

High profile supporters
In addition to our grassroots campaign, Dying with 
Dignity is utilising a number of other campaign 
tools and strategies in an effort to ensure that when 
the NSW VAD Bill is finally debated, MPs are well 
aware of the widespread support for law reform.

For many years, our high profile supporters have 
played an important role in our campaign. Over 
the next few weeks we will be doing regular social 
media posts using familiar faces from many and 
varied walks of life, along with their statements of 
support for VAD. You can see all of our high profile 
supporters on the DWD website.

NSW VAD Alliance
Dying with Dignity NSW has formed the NSW 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Alliance which is a group 
of organisations supporting the introduction of 
laws to allow terminally ill people the right to ask 
for medical assistance to end their lives, subject 
to strict safeguards. So far the Alliance has 28 
members including key stakeholders such as the 
NSW Nurses and Midwives Association, Council on 
the Aging (NSW), Older Women’s Network (NSW), 
the Australian Paramedics Association (NSW), 
Cancer Voices NSW, Go Gentle Australia, Doctors 
for Assisted Dying Choice, Christians Supporting 
Choice for VAD and others. You can see the full list 
on the Alliance website: www.nswvadalliance.org.au

All members have agreed to the following statement:

NSW VAD Alliance Statement 

We support the guiding principle of autonomy 
as the first pillar of medical ethics and the right 

of competent adults to make informed decisions 
about their own medical care.

Voluntary assisted dying (VAD) laws, with clear 
parameters and strict safeguards, allow eligible 
adults who are in the end stages of a terminal 
illness and suffering intolerably, to end their 

suffering at a time and place of their choosing and 
in the presence of their loved ones, if they wish.

This legal assistance to die must be voluntary for 
both the person and healthcare professionals. No-

one is compelled to participate.

We acknowledge that VAD is just one option 
among many at the end of life. We also support 

better funding and access for palliative care; 
however, we recognise that, while palliative care is 
excellent and can accommodate the needs of the 
majority of dying people, even the best-resourced 

care cannot relieve the extreme suffering that 
some people endure.

More than 20 years of data — from overseas 
jurisdictions and now from Victoria where a 

VAD law has been in place since June 2019 — 
demonstrate that assisted dying laws operate 

safely and effectively.

We note the widespread public support for choice 
at the end of life and we urge the NSW Parliament 
to adopt a VAD law based on the models passed 
by Victoria in 2017 and Western Australia in 2019.

https://dwdnsw.org.au
http://www.nswvadalliance.org.au
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Field of Hearts

DO YOU RESPECT AND SUPPORT  
YOUR PATIENTS’ END OF LIFE CHOICES?

SIGN UP TODAY 
hpadchoice.org.au

Does your doctor respect your right to choose? 
One of the most important things you can do if you 
want the choice to end suffering at the end of life, 
is to find a doctor who supports Voluntary Assisted 
Dying (VAD). Even though NSW is yet to pass 
voluntary assisted dying legislation, understanding 
your own doctor’s view on VAD could not only 
provide peace of mind, it could also help NSW 
achieve a VAD law sooner rather than later. 

Parliament House. You may not be able to attend 
in person but you, or a family member, can be 
represented by your heartfelt message.

We have set up an easy online form to submit your 
message but if you don’t have a computer, you 
can still take part by simply calling our office to 
leave your message – Ph: 9212 4782. It will need 
to be one short sentence (see examples above). 
You will also need to leave your name and suburb.

Our plans for a big rally outside NSW Parliament 
when the VAD Bill is introduced have been wiped 
out by the COVID restrictions, but we decided 
to show our support for assisted dying laws and 
honour our loved ones with a Field of Hearts in 
the Domain instead.

We are asking all our supporters in NSW to write 
a short message that we will print onto individual 
hearts that we can plant in the lawns behind 

Next time you see your GP, a specialist, a 
nurse or any other allied health worker, ask 
them if they would be willing to add their name 
(publicly or privately) to this national list of health 
professionals who support VAD. They can add 
their name on the HPAD Choice website:  
www.hpadchoice.org.au

http://www.hpadchoice.org.au
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SPECIAL FEATURE

How can a Catholic 
doctor reconcile 
their faith with their 
involvement with VAD?
Melbourne oncologist Dr Phillip Parente, a 
one-time conscientious objector, says he 
has helped dozens of patients access the 
Victorian scheme.

I have been an oncologist for approximately 20 
years. What is relevant is my background. I was 
born of Italian migrant parents in the northern 
suburbs of Melbourne. We grew up in a very 
Italian culture; the year revolved around religious 
festivals and the sacraments. My mother was 
raised in an orphanage run by nuns and she was 
raised a devout Catholic. I was also put through 
the Catholic education system. I couldn’t be more 
Catholic. I mean, my wife’s name is Mary, and one 
of my children’s names is Joseph.

As a result, when the voluntary assisted dying 
(VAD) scheme was first debated in Victoria, my 
initial feelings were that of objection — that I was 
a conscientious objector.

My position at the time was rooted purely in 
my faith and the Catholic Church’s view on the 
absolute sanctity of life. It will always stand in 
recorded history — it is on the internet — that my 
name was one of those on a letter signed with 
another hundred cancer specialists in Victoria that 
was submitted to the State Parliament in 2017, 
urging MPs to vote against what we described as 
the Assisted Suicide Bill.

But my view has changed. When my first 
patient came to me wanting to access the 
scheme, I began to feel I was letting him down. 
It did not feel quite right to me.

He had metastatic cancer, and I had been his 
oncologist for five years.

His suffering and pain were intolerable to him. But 
when he asked “I want voluntary assisted dying”, I 
just said, “No, I’m a conscientious objector. I can’t 
be involved in that.”

The look on his face — and it will be etched 
in my memory forever — was not just one of 
disappointment, I think he felt betrayed.

At the time when he needed me the most, I 
had turned away. He would have to find a new 
doctor, develop a new relationship with them and 
go through a very personal and deeply emotive 
decision with a whole new set of people that he 
never knew. 

When I look back at my medical career, I feel like 
he’s the only patient I let down. I know he was 
eventually assessed for VAD but I don’t know if he 
took the medication to end his life.

But the experience played on my mind and 
made me think, ‘How can this be right? This 
cannot be the patient-centred care I pride 
myself on.’

I then took a year off from public work and 
completed a Master’s degree in health and 
medical law. I wrote a paper on my struggle 
as a conscientious objector and, using ethical 
principles, came to the view that patient 
autonomy is paramount.

The paternalistic doctor–patient relationship is 
old school. There needs to be shared decision-
making, and my religious views should not 
influence how a patient is able to access 
healthcare in a secular country.

So I changed: from being a staunch opponent, 
I’ve become an avid supporter.

I work at Eastern Health and Epworth Healthcare. 
It has the best access to VAD for patients. As 
far as I know, the Eastern Health oncology unit 
has the most VAD assessors out of all tertiary 
hospitals in Victoria.

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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I cannot speak about other diseases, but as an 
oncologist, I see how disempowering cancer 
can be. Patients lose independence. It’s a threat 
to their dignity and their ability to live and be 
self-reliant.

As a healthcare professional, I have seen horrible 
deaths that have really rocked me as a doctor and 
as a human being and I’ve been deeply affected 
by them.

Both oncology and palliative care provide 
wonderful treatments and services for patients. 
I’ve seen a revolution in my professional lifetime 
— it’s amazing how far oncological treatment has 
improved even in the last decade.

But there are some people that we can’t help. And 
it’s not that these people have an easy way out — 
they’ve fought again and again, but they will have 
reached a point where their body and soul can 
fight no more.

For me, medicine is about compassion. No matter 
what religion you are talking about — Christianity, 
being a Catholic, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism — the basis of every religion is 
compassion and love.

Saying no to VAD is not me being a religious person.

Patients struggle with the decision themselves for 
weeks and weeks and months.

They have to struggle with it within themselves 
and they know their decision will hurt their loved 
ones. You can see the struggle for them.

So I believe denying someone the biggest and 
hardest request they make in their lives is not 
compassion. That is how I reconcile it. 

There have been views expressed during the 
parliamentary hearings in Queensland that life 
comes with suffering, and everyone has to suffer 
at some time in life; that suffering is the nature of 
the human condition.

I would not agree with that. None of us likes 
suffering. And yes, all of us have suffered in 
life: financial burdens; relationship burdens; the 
sufferings of love, birth and death.

But there are some things that we can control. If 
we can control that, then why put people through 
that suffering? Death does not need to be a 
suffering process.

In Victoria, I’ve acted as a co-ordinating 
practitioner/assessor in the scheme for about 40 
patients.

Maybe this is weak, but I don’t sit with them at the 
time they die.

Maybe this is the way I’ve reconciled it, but I see 
it as a medical treatment. When I give a patient 
chemotherapy, I don’t sit by them in the day clinic.

If a patient requests for me to be there, then I will, 
but I haven’t been asked to yet.

I have not administered any lethal substance to a 
patient either, not yet; and I’m not sure if I could. 

But I think I’m actually more scared about the IV 
line and making sure it flows through well; I’m 
worried that I’m not going to do it correctly. If that 
wasn’t a problem, then I would administer it.

I regret my prior objection to VAD and signing that 
open letter.

But I also think I’m a better person by admitting 
that I was wrong. Times are changing, and if no 
one ever changed their views, the world would be 
a very boring place.

I don’t have any doubts about my involvement 
now — no religious doubts. It just took me my 
first patient to discover that I was wrong.

I know that I am a good Catholic and that I will 
be judged correctly by God, which involves being 
judged for being a compassionate doctor.

So no, I have no doubts whatsoever, knowing what 
I’ve learned about my faith, that I will be judged by 
God for being compassionate. And I know that my 
patients will be there supporting me.

This article first appeared in Australian Doctor. Visit 

their website at https://www.ausdoc.com.au/

https://www.ausdoc.com.au/
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

South Australia passes 
VAD law 
On Thursday 24 June 2021, South Australia 
became the fourth Australian state to legalise 
voluntary assisted dying – and the second this 
year. This historic moment came after 17 previous 
attempts over 25 years. 

The Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill passed in 
the Lower House on 10 June - 33 votes to 11, 
and cleared its final hurdle in the Upper House 
on Wednesday 23 June when a last minute 
amendment was approved. The amendment, put 
forward by Health Minister Stephen Wade, sought 
to expand a provision that prohibited nursing 
homes, regardless of any religious conscientious 
objection, from denying its residents access to 
voluntary assisted dying at their facilities. The 
amendment extended this prohibition to retirement 
villages in recognition that these facilities are the 
residents’ homes and they should not be denied 
access to VAD simply because they reside in a 
faith-based facility that is opposed to VAD laws.

The law is modelled on the Victorian VAD law and 
gives terminally ill South Australians who meet 
the eligibility criteria the right to request lethal 
medication to end their lives when their suffering 
becomes intolerable.

Although the law’s implementation period is yet 
to be confirmed, the law is expected to come into 
effect in no more than 18 months.

Queensland VAD debate
By the time this newsletter reaches our 
supporters, it is likely that Queensland will be on 
the verge of becoming the fifth state to legalise 
voluntary assisted dying. 

On Friday 20 August, the Health Committee 
released their report recommending that 
Parliament pass the VAD Bill. Chair of the 
Committee, Aaron Harper MP, acknowledged 
the extensive work carried out during the 
comprehensive Parliamentary Inquiry and 
the review by the Queensland Law Reform 
Commission stating that his Committee were 
‘proud to have completed this journey, culminating 
in the consideration of the Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Bill 2021, which will soon be debated in the 
Parliament for the first time in its history’. 

“Some observers have said the work of the former 
committee and this committee must have been a 
heavy burden, listening to or reading thousands 
of deeply personal stories of loved ones suffering 
terribly with a terminal illness at end of life. As 
Chair I say, we were all privileged to have had the 
opportunity to hear from so many and whilst it 
was at times a challenging and emotional journey, 
it is nowhere near the burden of those dear souls 
facing end of life due to a terminal illness.”

“I want to thank every single person who 
contacted us or came before us, you have helped 
us shape a Bill that will finally provide a choice for 
those suffering at end of life.” 

It is difficult to single out one person when so 
many Queenslanders have been campaigning for 
law reform, some for decades. However, there 
is one courageous individual we would like to 
acknowledge. Tanya Battel is now in her 23rd year 
battling breast cancer, now incurable, metastatic, 
breast cancer. Despite her terminal illness she has 
been tireless in her efforts to see VAD legalised 
in Queensland. Tanya built support through her 
VALE Facebook page and started a Change.
org petition that has over 100,000 signatures. 
She has tirelessly lobbied MPs over many years 
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and shared her story multiple times in the media. 
Tanya’s key message has always been that the 
VAD debate must be ‘humanised’ free of religious 
and political agendas. She has insisted that the 
most important voices are heard - the voices of 
terminally ill patients who suffer daily. 

We hope that Tanya, and all the other 
Queensland advocates who have worked so 
hard for so long, are very close, if not already, 
celebrating an historic achievement - a VAD law 
for the Sunshine State.

Debate is expected to begin on 14 September 
and, because Queensland only has one House of 
Parliament, it is expected to only take a few days 
to reach a final vote.

of articles including one in which Labor Leader 
Anthony Albanese backed moves to restore the 
rights of the Territories, saying democracy in the 
ACT and Northern Territory should be respected 
while insisting the Territories were mature enough 
to debate the issue of voluntary euthanasia.

WA’s VAD law has 
commenced 
On 1 July the Western Australian Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Act came into effect. Within a few 
weeks, the Premier, Mark McGowan, announced 
that the first person had accessed the new law. 

“We have been advised that the first person has 
made use of WA’s Voluntary Assisted Dying laws - 
a historic moment for our state. We passed these 
laws so terminally ill Western Australians, who are 
suffering, could have the compassionate choice 
to end their lives with dignity. Understandably, this 
person and their family have chosen to do this 
privately. We must all respect that choice, just as 
we respect the individual’s choice to use these 
laws to end their suffering. I can only imagine 
what an emotional time it must have been for the 
person involved and their loved ones. Death is a 
difficult issue, and we don’t like thinking about 
what the end of our lives may look like. I am sure 
many will find comfort in the fact these laws mean 
neither they nor their loved ones will be forced to 
suffer needlessly at the end of their lives. That is 
why so many Western Australians fought so hard 
for so long to bring about these laws, and why the 
WA community supported them so emphatically.”

Dying with Dignity WA president, Steve Walker, 
said the news was a great step forward for the WA 
community and he was pleased to see the laws 
working as intended.

“It’s relief in a certain sense to know that the 
system is working. The whole community have 
worked very hard for it, strongly supported it,” 
he said. “Implementation has been a very long 
process and this is proof of the fact that we now 
have a system that works, that gives a choice to 
people in the final stages of their lives and allows 
a proper measure of dignity and compassion 
to those who need it. So well done to Western 
Australia, well done to the WA Parliament.”

Restoring the Territories’ 
rights
The right to pass VAD laws was taken away from 
the Territories by the Australian Parliament when it 
repealed the NT’s world-first voluntary euthanasia 
laws in 1997. At last, after 24 years, it appears 
that these rights may soon be restored. 

A bill, that seeks to restore the Northern Territory’s 
ability to pass laws for itself on important issues, 
has been put forward by retiring NT Senator 
Sam McMahon. A parliamentary inquiry into the 
Ensuring Northern Territory Rights Bill 2021 is 
already underway and hopefully it will address the 
prohibition that effectively treats Territorians as 
second-class citizens.

The Canberra Times is backing these efforts 
having launched a new campaign called Our 
Right to Decide. They have published a number 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING OVERSEAS

There is much activity around the world in 
progressing the cause of voluntary assisted dying 
(VAD). In the United Kingdom Baroness Meacher 
introduced a VAD bill into the House of Lords 
in May 2021, which is due to be debated in the 
northern Autumn. A recent YouGov poll shows 
the 73% (and 74% of Tories) of the British public 
support VAD, but only 35% of MPs do. It is hard 
to be optimistic about this non-government bill 
succeeding this time around. 

In Scotland the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
says it will consider making VAD legal while the 
Scottish Greens are fully committed to doing so. 
Following an election in May, the SNP has formed 
a coalition government with the Greens, which 
enhances the chances of passing such a bill. A bill 
is being prepared and will go out for consultation 
in the northern Autumn. A recent poll shows 72% 
of voters in Scotland support VAD, with 14% 
unsure and only 14% against. 

An assisted dying bill was introduced into the Irish 
Parliament in late 2020 but was referred to the 
parliamentary Justice Committee for review. This 
committee sought a legal opinion from the Office of 
Parliamentary Legal Advisers which unfortunately 
identified a number of “legal flaws” with the bill 
- this is what they always say when they don’t 
want to support a VAD bill. The Justice Committee 
then decided to establish a “Special Oireachtas 
Committee” to progress the matter. Opponents 
crowed that the bill “had been defeated,” but that 
is factually wrong. However, there is no doubt 
that this is a setback. Interestingly a proposal has 
been floated for a Citizen’s Assembly to consider 
the issue, as was done for both the abortion and 
marriage equality issues. These assemblies were 
followed by referenda. So far, this suggestion has 
not been accepted. 

In France a bill was proposed in the National 
Assembly in April. The deputy who proposed 
the bill said it would put an end to the national 
“hypocrisy” where residents can easily travel to 
Belgium or Switzerland to be assisted to die. It is 
estimated that French doctors perform 2,000 to 

4,000 illegal acts of assisted suicide per year, but 
in secret. The debate was thwarted by opponents’ 
delaying tactics, which meant the bill couldn’t 
be voted on within the allotted time. However, in 
the absence of a final ballot, the text of the bill 
received a broad consensus with 240 votes in 
favour, 48 against and 13 abstentions. The Bill 
received support from President Macron’s party 
and Macron has said it is an option he would want 
for himself. This issue won’t go away in France, 
but with Macron’s political position looking shaky, 
it is unlikely he will push for it. 

Italy is one step closer to holding a referendum 
on legalising voluntary euthanasia after a petition 
in favour gained over 750,000 signatures. Polls 
in Italy suggest that 9 out of 10 Italians support 
VAD. The issue has been very much in the public 
eye since a prominent DJ went to Switzerland 
to end his life and the friend who escorted him 
was tried for assisting a suicide and acquitted. 
After the trial, Italy’s constitutional court ruled the 
law banning suicide was incompatible with the 
constitution as it infringed on individual freedom. 
The court ordered parliament to legislate within 
a year, and ruled that assisting in the suicide of 
a sick and lucid person is not punishable if their 
condition is confirmed by the health service. In 
Italy, as everywhere else, the Catholic Church is 
mounting a vigorous attack against VAD. 

And a reminder that New Zealand’s VAD law 
becomes operational on November 7, 2021. 
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OTHER GROUPS

Anniversary for Central 
Coast group
It was standing room only at the Central Coast 
Leagues Club on 21 May when supporters of 
VAD law reform came together to mark the 
25th anniversary of the Central Coast group of 
Dying with Dignity NSW and to recognise the 
contribution of their long- time coordinator, Dr 
Beverley Symons. 

Keynote speaker was Alex Greenwich MP and 
supporters were delighted to hear details of his 
proposed legislation with many in attendance having 
lobbied for decades. Alex presented Dr Symons 
with the Community Recognition Statement he had 
read in Parliament a few weeks earlier. 

“I would like to commend the Central Coast Group 
of Dying with Dignity NSW for their dedication 
and hard work over 25 years in raising community 
awareness of end-of-life issues including the 
need for voluntary assisted dying laws. Through 
persistent lobbying, educational and social 
activities undertaken by this committed group of 
volunteers, the Central Coast Group has been able 
to convince politicians, and aspiring politicians, 
from all major parties, that to represent their 
constituents on the Central Coast, they must 
support the rights of the terminally ill and support 
voluntary assisted dying law reform. For a number 
of years now, the four Members who represent 
the four electorates on the Central Coast have 
publicly expressed their support for law reform. On 
their 25th anniversary, I congratulate Dr Beverley 
Symons and members of the Central Coast Group, 
past and present, for this significant achievement.” 

The Member for Gosford, Liesl Tesch, was in 
attendance and she took the opportunity to 
announce that she would be happy to be a co-
sponsor of the Bill. 

Dying with Dignity Vice President, Shayne Higson 
thanked Dr Symons for her years of service before 
she handed over to the new coordinator, Dr 
Stephanie Short. 

Christians Supporting 
Choice for VAD
We were delighted to see South Australia become 
the fourth state to pass VAD laws. During the 
debate, a number of MPs referred to their faith 
when supporting and voting for the Bill. SA Health 
Minister, Hon. Stephen Wade stated that as a 
person of Christian faith, euthanasia was not 
an option for him, however other people should 
have the freedom to live their lives according to 
their moral codes. The Hon. John Gardner, who 
had voted ‘No’ to the 2016 VAD Bill, said, “My 
desire for safeguards to be absolutely as strong 
as humanly possible is informed not only by 
my Christian faith, which prioritises the sanctity 
of life…,” and Katrine Hildyard MP, said, “As a 
Catholic woman, I, too, have deeply considered 
and struggled with the moral, ethical and spiritual 
aspects of this debate and I have weighed up what 
those aspects mean in terms of the choice before 
us in this debate. I believe that the most loving and 
compassionate choice for me to make is to vote 
in a way that trusts people, that considers their 
circumstances with love in my heart, my mind and 
my actions and that gives people choice to die 
with dignity, without judgement.”

Ian Wood’s comment - In addition to our 
successful lobbying of SA MPs with vital input 
from our SA Representative Rev. Michael Dowling, 
I have also been active in Queensland, with some 
input from Everald Compton AO, a senior Elder 
with the Uniting Church. I pray that our NSW MPs, 
when they debate the VAD Bill 2021, will speak 
with the same compassion and support to give 
our state this end-of-life choice. 

Ian Wood

Spokesperson, Christians Supporting Choice for 
Voluntary Assisted Dying

https://christiansforvad.org.au New members or 
supporters are still welcome to join our group.

https://christiansforvad.org.au
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MAKING A DONATION

Donations can be made via our website –

We are totally reliant on membership fees, donations 
and bequests to operate. We are now a registered 
charity so all donations over $2 are tax deductible. 

Alternatively, you can make a donation via our 
other payment options.

First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

For more information

Visit www.dwdnsw.org.au

Please post your completed form to: 
DWD NSW 
PO BOX 25  
BROADWAY NSW 2007

Or scan the completed form and email the 
copy to us at dwd@dwdnsw.org.au

Payment Details 
Please select ONE payment option below:

  I will deposit the amount into the Westpac 
bank account: 
Dying with Dignity NSW  
BSB: 032 249  
Account: 160 719

  I enclose a cheque or money order (payable 
to DWD NSW)

  Please charge my Mastercard or Visa Card  
(as per details below)

Card holder name:

Card number

Expiry Date CCV number – last 3 digits on back of card

Card holder’s signature:

Total amount to be charged to your card  $

https://dwdnsw.org.au
https://dwdnsw.org.au
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