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President’s Message 
The Victorian Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) laws 
came into effect on 19 June 2019 after an 18 
month implementation period. We predicted that 
the passage of the Victorian laws in 2017 would 
be the catalyst for change across Australia. We 
were right. 

VAD legislation will be introduced in Western 
Australia very soon and bills are expected 
in Tasmania and New South Wales this year. 
Inquiries are underway in South Australia and 
Queensland.   

Unfortunately the success of these efforts to pass 
VAD laws is by no means certain. This seems 
inexplicable given that public support for VAD 
continues to increase. The ABC Vote Compass 
survey conducted during the last federal election 
indicated support approaching 90%. Importantly, 
this support was consistent across all electorates 
with similar support recorded in the country’s 
most conservative and progressive electorates. 

Why then, are our elected representatives so 
reluctant to vote for VAD laws?

Unfortunately our opponents are overwhelmingly 
driven by religious ideology although this is 
often dressed up as concern for the vulnerable. 
We have seen the Catholic Church in Sydney 
issue grossly misleading material in an attempt 
to scare the community (see page 9). It is ironic 
that independent polls consistently show that a 
majority of Christians support VAD, with Catholics 
topping the list.

There is also the inherent conflict of interest within 
our healthcare and aged care industry with a 
large proportion of these services provided by 

faith based providers, particularly the delivery of 
palliative and end of life care. The livelihood of 
many doctors depends on their contracts with 
these healthcare groups making it impossible for 
them to express their true feelings about VAD.

The influence of these groups within our 
parliaments is strong. Last time we checked, 
the separation between Church and State was a 
foundational principle of our democracy. While 
MPs are entitled to their personal beliefs, this 
must not determine how they vote on matters of 
public policy which should be evidence based and 
take into account the views of their electorates 
and the best interests of the community. Any 
laws which are passed to ensure freedom of 
religion must also guarantee freedom from religion 
(particularly when it comes to matters concerning 
our end of life healthcare).

Thanks to everyone who attended our AGM on 27 
April 2019. We are in a strong financial position 
and have significantly increased our supporter 
base over the last 12 months. We are very pleased 
to welcome two new board members, David 
Pieper and Julie Hanley and we thank outgoing 
director Dee Johnson for her years of service and 
support. Thanks also to Dr Jill Gordon for her 
presentation and the lively Q&A that followed. 

We supported the Voluntary Euthanasia Party in 
its campaign for a seat in the NSW Upper House 
at the NSW election on 23 March. It increased 
its vote from the 2015 election and gained great 
publicity for our cause (see page 5).  

With another VAD Bill expected in NSW 
Parliament later this year, we are already speaking 
with MPs (see page 6).  We have kicked off our 
Community Advocacy Project in an effort to 
motivate and train our supporters to lobby their 
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Penny Hackett 
President, DWD NSW

PLEASE JOIN US
If you are not already a financial member 

of Dying with Dignity NSW, you can join 

online at dwdnsw.org.au. Or call our office 

on (02) 9212 4782 leaving your full name 

and postal address, so we can mail you the 

membership form.

Annual membership is $50 ($25 

concession) or you could become a Life 

Member for $500.

BECOME A 
SUPPORTER
If you prefer not to join as a member, 

simply sign up to our emailing list. You can 

sign up online at dwdnsw.org.au or send us 

an email at dwd@dwdnsw.org.au

MPs and build a grassroots movement in their 
electorates. We need your help to get this bill 
passed. (See page 6) 

We were very pleased to see the Royal 
Australasian College of General Practitioners 
(RACPG) formally change their position on VAD 
from opposed to neutral. They join the Royal 
Australasian College of Physicians (RACP) in 
recognising that the medical profession holds 
diverse views on the issue and that decisions 
about VAD should ultimately be a matter for 
society and government. We would urge the AMA 
to revisit its opposition to VAD.

It was wonderful to see Dr Rodney Syme 
recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours (see 
page 4). Rodney has been advocating for VAD 
for over 25 years and has been a touchstone for 
those of us in the dying with dignity movement in 
Australia. His role in the passage of the Victorian 
VAD laws cannot be overstated. He is a brave 
and compassionate physician and has exposed 
himself to great personal and professional risks in 
his work to help people have a peaceful death.

In international news, New Zealand is progressing 
its End of Life Choice Bill and the US state of 
Maine has become the 10th state to pass VAD 
laws.

Keep your eyes on Western Australia over the 
next couple of months. We expect their VAD Bill 
to pass their lower house but the result in the 
Upper House is by no means certain. We will be 
incredibly disappointed if the Bill fails given the 
exemplary process undertaken to research the 
issues and develop the Bill.

As always, thank you  
for your support,

mailto:dwd%40dwdnsw.org.au?subject=
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Rodney Syme Honoured
Voluntary assisted dying advocate and former 
President of Dying with Dignity Victoria, Dr 
Rodney Syme was awarded an AM, a Member 
of the Order of Australia, in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list. We were delighted to have made a 
submission in support of Dr Syme’s nomination 
for this much deserved award and to have the 
opportunity to highlight the achievements of this 
remarkable man who has distinguished himself 
as a physician, educator, mentor, author and 
advocate. In both his personal and professional 
lives, he is defined by his honesty, courage and 
compassion.

Dr Syme’s medical career alone would make him 
worthy of an Order of Australia award. While he 
could have limited himself to treating physical 
conditions, his conscience and compassion have 
led him to examine the needs and concerns of 
patients at the end of their lives. He has helped 
thousands of patients as a doctor and also as a 
counsellor for those facing death, to help them 
deal with the understandable fear of both physical 
and existential suffering. 

Through this work Dr Syme recognised that giving 
people knowledge and control over their death 
has profound palliative benefits and allows people 
to live what remains of their lives without fear or 
anxiety about what lies ahead of them. 

Dr Syme has been led by his conscience to assist 
a number of his patients to end their suffering 
with medication which has hastened their deaths 
and has bravely spoken openly about his actions 
to draw attention to the need for an alternative 
to traditional palliative care and to highlight the 
unspoken reality that many doctors help their 
patients to die.

For over 25 years, Dr Syme has persistently and 
patiently advocated for safe and legal voluntary 
assisted dying laws to enable patients to have to 
control over the end of their lives. It is not possible 
to overestimate the influence his work has had on 
the VAD campaign and in particular his role in the 
passage of the Victorian Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Law. We owe him a great debt of gratitude and 
congratulate him on this well deserved honour.  
You can read more here.

Victorians Can Now 
Access Assisted Dying 
On 19 June 2019 Victoria’s Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Act came into effect marking an historic moment 
in our campaign. Terminally ill Victorians can now 
access safe and legal assisted dying if they face 
intolerable suffering at the end of their lives. 

The Victorian law is the most conservative of its 
kind in the world and includes 68 safeguards. To 
be eligible, two doctors must assess a person 
to have an incurable, progressive and advanced 
medical condition that will cause death within 
six months (or 12 months for neurodegenerative 
conditions). The person must be over 18 years 
of age and of sound mind. Only the patient can 
initiate the conversation with their doctor and 
they have to make three clear requests. It  is 
considered a last resort option for those people 
who are experiencing intolerable suffering despite 
the very best efforts of palliative care. 

The law passed back in November 2017 but it 
included an 18 month implementation period in 
which a taskforce had to oversee the creation of 
new community resources, clinical guidance and 
training for health professionals and policies to help 
health services decide what care they will provide. 

Over 2200 people attended information sessions 
and over 100 doctors were trained. The 
Government expects the numbers of people 
accessing the law in the first year of operation 
to be quite small, possibly less that twenty. All 
eyes will be on Victoria over the coming months 
when we are likely to see the first patients take 
advantage of this compassionate new law.

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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NSW Election Results and 
what they mean for VAD
In our last newsletter, we asked you to consider 
voting for the Voluntary Euthanasia Party at the 
NSW State Election on 23 March 2019. We felt 
this was the best way to let NSW MPs know how 
important the issue of voluntary assisted dying 
law reform is to the community. 

Despite a huge effort by candidates, volunteers, 
donors and supporters, our Vice President, and 
the VEP’s lead candidate, Shayne Higson finished 
26th out of 364 candidates, five places away from 
achieving the last of the 21 seats available.

The election was always going to be a tough 
contest with a number of new parties including 
One Nation, Sustainable Australia and Keep 
Sydney Open. However, the party increased its 
vote from the 2015 election and certainly raised 
the profile of our cause with an extensive social 
media campaign and some very good publicity. 
Involvement in the electoral process also puts 
pressure on other candidates and parties, 
particularly in marginal seats and we believe that 
this has been instrumental in changing the minds 
of some MPs who have recognised that their 
position on VAD will affect the way people vote. 

Following the March State Election there are 
now a number of new members in the NSW 
Parliament. In the Upper House, the Christian 
Democrats have lost their second seat, while One 
Nation has two representatives. The Shooters, 
Fishers and Farmers Party has retained two 
seats and the Animal Justice Party has gained an 
additional seat. In the Lower House, the Coalition 
has a small majority, with a large crossbench 
including three Greens, three Independents and 
three Shooters. How this impacts on the support 
for the next Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill remains 
to be seen but we have begun the process of 
lobbying MPs in both houses.

NEWS FROM NEW SOUTH WALES

NSW Voluntary Assisted  
Dying Bill
You will recall that the last NSW Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Bill was defeated in the Upper 
House by just one vote in November 2017. Now 
that Victoria’s law is in force, 25% of Australians 
now have access to a safe and legal voluntary 
assisted dying regime.

Trevor Khan MLC, who chairs the Parliamentary 
Working Group on Assisted Dying, made a 
commitment to introduce another Bill into NSW 
Parliament after the 2019 March State Election. 
We met with Trevor recently and understand 
that the Bill is likely to be introduced either late 
this year or early next year. We expect it to be in 
substantially the same form as the 2017 Bill.

We believe we have reached a turning point in the 
campaign to legalise voluntary assisted dying. 
The Victorian law has now been operating since 
June, Western Australia will be introducing a bill in 
August and Tasmania is likely to introduce their bill 
before the end of the year. Even Queensland, who 
have never debated this issue, are well underway 
with their own Inquiry into End of Life Choices and 
in April, South Australia became the latest state to 
commence its inquiry.

With public support approaching 90% now is the 
time for the people of New South Wales to make 
a stand and demand that our MPs examine the 
overwhelming evidence for VAD laws and listen to 
the clear wishes of the community instead of the 
fear-mongering and misinformation spread  
by opponents who are motivated by religion  
and ideology rather than compassion and 
common sense.
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How you can help? 
Contact your MP 
We will be circulating details of how DWDNSW 
supporters can help our campaign, but the most 
important thing is to get in touch with your local 
MP and ask them to support the next NSW Bill. 
Most MPs will be given a conscience vote on 
VAD laws. The question is, should their vote be 
based on the wishes of their electorate or their 
own personal or religious views on assisted 
dying laws? We believe that they must vote in 
accordance with the wishes of their electorate and 
this means we must make our position very clear. 

Even though all the independent polls show 
community support above 85%, MPs need to 
hear from their constituents on this issue. Our 
personal stories and testimony on this issue, 
which touches the lives of all of us, has the power 
to influence their vote.  

Write a letter to your MP, send them an email, 
make an appointment to see them and tell them 
why you want voluntary assisted dying laws. Tell 
your friends and family. Organise a community 
event, write to the local newspaper and call 
talkback radio. 

If you have some time to spare and the skills  
to help, please signup to our Community 
Advocacy Project.

Community Advocacy 
Project – Will you  
sign-up?
Dying with Dignity NSW is embarking on a new 
community advocacy project to harness the 
energy and enthusiasm of the thousands of 
community members who want to see voluntary 
assisted dying made legal in NSW.

Community Advocacy is any activity that 
aims to influence decisions within political, 
economic, and, policy or laws by using facts, 
their relationships, the media, and messaging to 
educate government officials and the public. It 
can include media campaigns, public speaking, 
publishing research and lobbying. Social media 
is increasingly being used to facilitate civic 
engagement and collective action.

While the introduction of voluntary assisted dying 
laws in NSW ultimately comes down to a vote in 
parliament, we want to take every opportunity 
to build momentum and encourage actions 
that support the passage of that legislation. 
We want to be talking to people at community 
events across the state. We want to encourage 
conversations about assisted dying in our homes, 
with our friends and on social media. We want 
everyone to know that support for assisted 
dying is widespread and crosses political, social 
and religious boundaries. We want to create an 
environment in which our Members of Parliament 
are in no doubt about the level of community 
support behind their decision.

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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We want MPs to fear that they will be 
disappointing and annoying large swathes of 
their community if they vote against legislation on 
assisted dying.

While many Members of Parliament understand 
the need for assisted dying laws and appreciate 
the level of public support, some still have 
reservations and others are totally opposed for a 
variety of religious or ideological reasons. Our job 
is to identify MPs who may be convinced to vote 
in accordance with the wishes of their community 
rather than their personal point of view and 
support them to carry out those wishes by helping 
them to see and hear first-hand the views of their 
community. In other cases we may be called upon 
to counter the unfounded fears of some MPs by 
explaining how the proposed legislation will work. 
For MPs that agree with voluntary assisted dying 
we can make sure they know that their voting 
decision is supported by their community.

We need special people to join us in making this 
happen. We are looking to recruit people who are 

How to apply
Request an application form by email –
volunteers@dwdnsw.org.au by 31 August 
2019.

Further enquiries

Please call: 
Debbie Ditchfield on 0414 484 951  
Julie Hanley on 0411 876 534 or  
David Pieper on 0479 199 830

keen to learn some new skills in advocacy and 
have some spare time to devote to this important 
cause. You will find out how parliamentary 
decision making operates, how Parliamentary Bills 
are created, debated and ultimately become laws. 
You will be trained to use your own experience 
and own story to convince others and build 
momentum for change. You will prepare and 
implement delegations to MPs and other key 
decision makers. 

mailto:volunteers%40dwdnsw.org.au?subject=
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Belinda’s Brave Walk
On 28 May 2019, 27 year old Perth woman 
Belinda Teh began a 70 day walk from Melbourne 
to Perth to highlight the need for voluntary 
assisted dying laws.

The walk is in honour of her mother, Mareia, who 
died in 2016 just months after she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. Her testimony to WA’s Inquiry 
into End of Life Choices about her mother’s death 
was moving.

Along the way Belinda is engaging with MPs, the 
media, people who have a story to share and 
supporters, while covering the event for a larger 
public via social media. 

Belinda is calling on Western Australian 
politicians, in particular, to pass a voluntary 
assisted dying law and is due to arrive in Perth 
on August 6, ahead of the WA debate on the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill.

“We have a once in a generation opportunity to 
pass the law so that people don’t have to suffer 
the way my mum did,” said Belinda.

Go Gentle Australia is helping to organise this 
major event and you can read more about 
Belinda’s Brave Walk at -  
www.belindasbravewalk.org.au  
You can also follow Belinda’s journey  
on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/BelindasBraveWalk

OTHER NEWS

In memory of Loredana 
Alessio-Mulhall

Just weeks before her 70th birthday, Loredana 
Alessio-Mulhall passed away peacefully on 14 
April 2019. Many DWD members will remember 
Loredana as the face of Cate Faehrmann’s social 
media campaign in the lead up to the introduction 
of The Rights of the Terminally Ill Bill in 2013. 

Loredana had lived with multiple sclerosis for over 
40 years and was a dedicated advocate for VAD. 
When Cate filmed her in 2013 she had already 
been confined to a wheelchair and unable to 
move any part of her body for a number of years. 
The only thing that Loredana could do was blow 
and sip through straws to move her wheelchair 
or answer her phone. Despite profound physical 
disability Loredana inspired many people 
including her close friend and our Vice President, 
Shayne Higson. They met for the first time at 
Parliament House, immediately following the 
defeat of Cate Faehrmann’s Bill. While most 
supporters were devastated, Loredana smiled at 
Shayne and just said “I won’t give up”.

Later that year Loredana ran as Shayne’s 
second candidate on the newly formed Voluntary 
Euthanasia Party’s NSW Senate ticket making 
history by being the first candidate to have to sign 
her nomination using a pen held in her mouth.

Rest in Peace Loredana

https://dwdnsw.org.au
https://www.belindasbravewalk.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/BelindasBraveWalk
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Catholic Bishop’s Fear 
Campaign 
The Catholic Church is running a campaign 
of misinformation about the Belgian VAD laws 
claiming that hundreds of people are being 
killed each year without their consent. You 
can view their video Debate On Euthanasia 
Laws on Vimeo using this link - https://vimeo.
com/339920133. They are using data about the 
practice of “terminal sedation” which is not part 
of the Belgian VAD regime. Instead, it is a well-
accepted practice in palliative care around the 
world, including in catholic run healthcare facilities 
in Australia. 3AW’s Neil Mitchell described it 
as “hurtful, destructive, dangerous nonsense”. 
(Listen here).

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney has made a 
video that is part of a series entitled ‘Debate on 
Euthanasia Laws’. The 30 second video opens 
with the statement “On 19 June euthanasia and 
assisted suicide will begin in Victoria. How long 
will it take for Victoria to look like Belgium?” It 
then misrepresents the statistics about assisted 
dying in Belgium with claims such as that in 
Belgium “one person is euthanised every day 
without their explicit consent”. 

As ably demonstrated by assisted dying advocate, 
Neil Francis, the video is presenting figures 
for terminal sedations as if they were cases of 
involuntary euthanasia. If you define non-voluntary 
euthanasia that way it turns out it occurs in most 
countries, including Australia. Neil quotes leading 
Belgian researcher Associate Professor Kenneth 
Chambaere, who confirms that, contrary to the 
Catholic Bishop’s video, so-called ‘non-voluntary 
euthanasia’ (terminal sedation) has decreased 
since assisted dying laws were passed in Belgium 
in 2002. This is because, where a voluntary 
assisted dying option is available, there is no need 
to put the patient into a coma for hours or days, 
usually without their consent. They can ask to be 
assisted to die at a time of their choosing. See 
Neil Francis’s website, Dying for Choice for more 
details.  http://www.dyingforchoice.com/blogs/
grotesque-catholic-propaganda-about-belgium

ABC Vote Compass – 
Support approaching 
90%
The ABC Vote Compass Survey conducted during 
the recent Federal election campaign has shown 
a huge increase in public support for voluntary 
assisted dying, up from 77% in 2016 to 87% 
this year. 

The survey was completed by over 1 million 
voters and it showed very high levels of support 
across the political spectrum.  It also shows 
support above 70% among those with religious 
faith, with the highest support from Catholics at 
77%. These results confirm that the opposition of 
the church hierarchies does not reflect the “views 
from the pews.” 

https://vimeo.com/339920133
https://vimeo.com/339920133
https://www.3aw.com.au/what-im-appealing-for-here-is-decency-neil-mitchell-calls-for-respect-and-compassion-on-assisted-dying/
http://www.dyingforchoice.com/blogs/grotesque-catholic-propaganda-about-belgium
http://www.dyingforchoice.com/blogs/grotesque-catholic-propaganda-about-belgium
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

All eyes on Western 
Australia
Western Australia will be the next Australian state 
voting on an assisted dying law with their bill 
expected to be introduced in early August. 

It is two years since the Western Australian 
Parliament established a Joint Select Committee 
to inquire and report on the need for laws to allow 
citizens to make informed decisions regarding 
their own end of life choices. When the Committee 
tabled its report in 2018, hundreds of supporters 
rallied outside Parliament House to hear the 
recommendations. It recommended the WA 
Government legalise voluntary assisted dying for 
people ‘experiencing grievous and irremediable 
suffering related to an advanced and progressive 
terminal, chronic or neurodegenerative condition 
that cannot be alleviated in a manner acceptable 
to that person, where death is a reasonably 
foreseeable outcome of the condition.

In November 2018, the WA Government 
announced that it would introduce a Voluntary 
Assisted Dying Bill into State Parliament in 2019 
and it would be drafted in consultation with a 
panel of experts. The 13 member expert panel 

led by a former WA Governor Malcolm McCusker 
QC conducted public consultations around the 
state and released its report on 27 June 2019. 
Legislation is being drafted and it is expected 
that the Bill will be introduced into the WA Lower 
House in early August. While the Bill is expected 
to pass the lower house, the vote in the upper 
house will be incredibly tight and we expect the 
debate to be protracted. Dying with Dignity WA 
are campaigning hard, in conjunction with Go 
Gentle Australia, Doctors For Assisted Dying 
Choice and Christians Supporting Choice for 
Voluntary Assisted Dying.

Tasmanian Bill expected 
this year
Tasmania is planning to reintroduce their amended 
VAD Bill later this year. According to Margaret 
Sing, President of Dying with Dignity Tasmania, 
there is now strong in-principle support in both 
Houses of the Tasmanian Parliament.

The Liberal Speaker Sue Hickey supports 
voluntary euthanasia, the Premier who has 
previously voted against the VAD Bill has said he 
is now open-minded on the issue and only one of 
the Opposition members who voted against the 
bill in 2017 is still in Parliament,” said Ms Sing.

“We have commenced consultation on an 
updated Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill and the aim 
is to get broad consensus and debate on the Bill 
later in 2019,” said Ms Sing.

DWDTAS President Margaret Sing (left) and 86 year old 

Joan Fitz-Nead who would like to access a VAD law 

due to unbearable pain from a spinal condition.

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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Queensland Inquiry well 
underway
Queensland is the only Australian state to have 
never debated an assisted dying bill, however, 
the current Inquiry is well underway. According 
to DWDQLD President Jos Hall, over 5,000 
submissions have been received by the Inquiry 
Committee with the vast majority supportive of 
introducing VAD legislation in Queensland. 

“The Inquiry has held public hearings in towns and 
cities in Far North Queensland, in inland regional 
towns and are continuing to hold hearings in most 
coastal cities, finishing on the Gold Coast. DWDQ 
has been and continues to work closely with 
the Clem Jones Group and Doctors for Assisted 
Dying Choice.” said Ms Hall.

DWDQ’s State Secretary, Phyllis Wagner, was one 
of thirty people to give evidence to the Committee 
at the public hearing held in Bundaberg on 16 
July. Phyllis spoke about the ‘bad death’ of her 
husband, Jack.

“Those last three years of his life were so very 
hard on him. He was in so much pain and needed 
so much help,” said Phyllis. “He should have been 
released before those last days for sure.”

The Inquiry Committee’s report is due to be 
presented to the Queensland Government on 30 
November 2019. Everyone is hopeful that it will 
recommend that a VAD Bill is drafted and be ready 
to be presented to Parliament early next year. 

South Australian Inquiry 
into End of Life Choices
In April South Australia became the latest state 
to announce an Inquiry into End of Life Choices. 
There have been fifteen voluntary assisted dying 
bills presented to the SA Parliament since 1995 
– the last bill failing by the casting vote of the 
Speaker after a tied vote in 2016. 

According to President of the South Australian 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society (SAVES), Frances 
Coombe, people in South Australia are 
increasingly angry at the lack of compassion 
shown by Members of Parliament and they are 
saying that this is a vote changer for them. 

SAVES has been urging people around 
Australia and abroad to forward a submission 
to the SA Parliament End Of Life Choices Joint 
Committee. Submissions can be emailed to - 
jcendoflifechoices@parliament.sa.gov.au OR 
mailed to - Secretary to the Committee,  
C/- Parliament House, GPO Box 572, Adelaide 
5001. However, the deadline is 2 August 2019.

Jos Hall (left) and Phyllis Wagner

On 20 June Belinda Teh was joined by members 
of SAVES, and other supporters, for her walk to 
the steps of Parliament House in Adelaide. It was 
part of her 70 day journey from Melbourne to 
Perth raising awareness for the need for assisted 
dying legislation. In her Facebook post Belinda 
said “I lost my mum, but found a family.”

mailto:jcendoflifechoices%40parliament.sa.gov.au?subject=
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South Africa 
Sean Davison is a New Zealand-born South 
African scientist and author. In 2010 he was 
arrested in New Zealand and charged with 
the attempted murder of his mother who 
was suffering from terminal cancer and had 
persistently asked him to help her die. He was 
convicted and sentenced to five months home 
detention by the NZ Hight Court. Since that time 
he has been an international campaigner for 
assisted dying laws and founded the pro-VAD 
group Dignity South Africa. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING OVERSEAS

New Zealand 
New Zealand has been going through the long 
process of introducing an assisted dying law 
since 2016. MP David Seymour introduced a 
private member’s bill after a lengthy Parliamentary 
Committee inquiry and it passed its first reading in 
December 2017.  

Controversially, Deputy Prime Minister Winston 
Peters made his party’s support contingent on 
there being a national referendum on the issue 
if the bill passes parliament. The bill then went 
to the Justice Select Committee which took 16 
months, received almost 40,000 submissions 
and held 43 public hearings in 14 cities. In spite 
of recent polls showing public support at 74%, a 
huge majority of submissions were against VAD 
due to the vigorous campaign of the Christian 
Churches. 

That has been a source of frustration for retired 
Methodist Minister, Dave Mullan, who is in the last 
stages of prostate cancer and is fighting to have 
access to VAD right now. He is suffering intense 
pain because the cancer is pressing on his spinal 
cord. He says “my experience … leads me to 
believe I may be one of the few hospice patients 
whose pain is simply not suitable for palliative 
care.”

In June the End of Life Choices Bill passed 
its second vote in the parliament by 70 votes 
to 50. NZ Prime Minister Jacinta Arden has 
spoken publicly of her support for the Bill. The 
Bill presently has broad criteria for eligibility 
for access to VAD and extends beyond having 
a terminal illness to having ‘a grievous and 
irremediable medical condition who is in an 
advanced state of irreversible decline in capability 
and experiencing unbearable suffering’. However, 
it is expected that the Bill will reduced in scope to 
apply only to those with a terminal illness as part 
of a compromise deal with the NZ Greens.  

Fake News – Supposed 
euthanasia of Dutch 
Teenager 
In early June a story from the Netherlands was 
reported in various news outlets and then quickly 
circulated through social media. It was initially 
reported that 17 year-old Noa Pothoven who 
suffered from severe mental illness had died by 
voluntary euthanasia in the Netherlands. However, 
this reporting was false and the truth is that Noa 
chose to end her life by refusing food and water 
with the support of her parents and palliative care. 
Noa had indeed requested voluntary euthanasia 
but her request had been refused as she did not 
meet the strict criteria. She had been sexually 
assaulted and raped multiple times as a girl and 
as a result, suffered from deep depression, PTSD 
and anorexia. Despite supportive parents and 
good psychiatric treatment, her suffering could 
not be relieved. Her parents and doctor agreed 
not to force feed her and provided comfort care in 
the lead up to her death at her home on June 2. 

Even though the story was false and was quickly 
corrected, it was seized upon by opponents of 
assisted dying around the world and we can be 
sure the false story will continue to circulate on 
social media and will be used by our opponents to 
discredit our movement. 

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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REGIONAL AND OTHER GROUPS

Mid North Coast
A very engaged audience attended the last 
meeting of Mid North Coast DWDNSW in May. 
Guest speaker Jenny Briscoe-Hough conveyed 
the ethos and values of Tender Funerals Port 
Kembla, a not-for-profit social enterprise which 
has been operating successfully for three years. 
Tender Funerals help families to reclaim the rites 
around death and dying. On the day of the funeral, 
family and friends can wash and dress the body 
themselves, bring flowers from their own gardens, 
and run the service the way they want.

Members and supporters decided to establish 
a Tender Funerals Mid North Coast NSW 
Working Group to investigate the feasibility 

United States 
New Jersey and Maine are the latest US states to 
pass assisted dying legislation. That means that 
legal voluntary assisted dying is now available 
in ten jurisdictions in the US, namely Oregon, 
Washington State, Montana, Vermont, California, 
Colorado, Hawaii, Washington DC as well as the 
two new ones – New Jersey and Maine. Debates 
are also occurring in Massachusetts, Delaware, 
North Carolina Rhode Island. On the negative 
side, bills were recently defeated in Connecticut 
and Nevada. However, it is clear that this issue will 
not going away and US legislators will continue to 
push for VAD laws. 

and establishment of a Tender Funerals social 
enterprise franchise in the Port Macquarie 
Hastings region.

One of the last things Jenny advised was to 
ensure that the council doesn’t privatise the 
crematorium and lawn cemetery. Coincidentally 
we discovered that this was indeed Council’s intent. 
DWD is lending support to the Tender Funerals 
Working Group to circulate a petition to stop 
Council from privatising the only public crematorium 
and cemetery in Port Macquarie. People can go 
online to “Have Your Say” portal on PMHC website 
to register their opinion on the matter.

We are very much looking forward to Dr Jill 
Gordon’s presentation to our Special Forum 
coinciding with Dying to Know Day on Saturday 

In the course of his work he assisted three friends 
to die. All of them were suffering intolerably from 
terminal or incurably degenerative conditions 
and all had asked him to assist them. He was 
arrested on charges of murder and was tried in 
South Africa’s Supreme Court. On the 19th of 
June 2019 Sean accepted a plea bargain with the 
court rather than facing a trial. He admitted to the 
three offences and was sentenced to house arrest 
for three years plus community service. The judge 
noted that there were compelling circumstances 
to deviate from the 15 years minimum the law 
prescribes for murder.

Dignity SA issued a statement saying it was 
relieved that Sean Davison “will not serve any 
prison sentence for having compassionately 
assisted three individuals to end their lives at 
their request. Those individual’s suffering could 
not have been ended in any other dignified way 
than with the selfless intervention of a good 
Samaritan. We thank the prosecuting authority, 
advocates and judges who recognised that there 
is something seriously amiss in our constitutional 
and legal system if assisted dying is equated with 
murder committed by a criminal with evil intent.”
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17 August 2019.  Dr Gordon is a member of 
Doctors for Assisted Dying Choice and will be 
speaking on “How to Talk to Your Doctor” which 
is a topic close to everybody’s heart. The Special 
Forum is being held instead of our usual quarterly 
August meeting. The Forum, at Port Panthers, 
commences at 2 pm and will finish around 4 pm. 
$5 entry includes afternoon tea. There’s no need 
to book although we advise people to arrive early 
to get car parking and a seat. 

We were dismayed to learn that David Esling, an 
80 year old Port Macquarie Hastings resident has 
been charged with the attempted murder of his 
wife who had dementia. Mr Esling tried to stab 
his wife and himself to death, but failed on both 
counts. It is hoped that the Public Prosecutor 
will follow the lead of the ACT in determining that 
continuation of the charge is not in the public 
interest.

BREAKING NEWS: Lucy Haslam, Founder and 
Director of United in Compassion has accepted 
our invitation to be Guest Speaker on “Medicinal 
Cannabis and United in Compassion” at our 26 
November 2019 meeting.

Meeting dates for 2019 are as follows – 
27 August 2019 – 2pm 
26 November 2019 – 10am

Meetings are held at Port Panthers. We look 
forward to seeing you there again. Thank you 
all for your past support. The meeting room has 
been provided free of charge by the club since the 
inception of the group, for which we are extremely 
appreciative.

Annie Quadroy   
Convenor Mid North Coast Group 
Email:  pmq@dwdnsw.org.au

Central Coast
This has been an extremely busy year so far for 
the Central Coast Group, with the extra State 
Election Candidates Forum in March as well as 
two social outings.

In February our branch welcomed Prof. Ken 
Hillman who spoke on the topic ‘Dying with 
Dignity: The Medicalisation of Dying’. During his 
talk Prof. Hillman said he was appalled by the 

way that the Intensive Care Unit had become a 
place where the frail, soon-to-die and dying were 
given unnecessary operations and life-prolonging 
treatments, without their wishes being taken 
into account. Prof. Hillman’s talk stimulated a 
lively Q&A session and he was farewelled by 
enthusiastic applause from a very appreciative 
audience.    

On 1 March we welcomed candidates for the 
March 23rd State Election from the four Central 
Coast electorates including Liesl Tesch (sitting 
ALP MP for Gosford); David Mehan (sitting ALP 
MP for The Entrance); Adam Crouch (sitting 
Liberal MP for Terrigal); Stephen Pearson (Greens 
candidate for Terrigal); Jeff Sundstrom (ALP); Bob 
Doyle (Greens).

Also in attendance was Shayne Higson, lead 
upper house candidate for the Voluntary 
Euthanasia Party NSW.

During their short talks, every candidate stated 
unequivocally that they supported voluntary 
assisted dying; and if, as expected, a Bill was 
brought before the next NSW Parliament, they 
would be inclined to support it. David Harris, 
sitting ALP MP for Wyong, apologised for being 
unable to attend and responded in favour of both 
questions.

Many questions followed from the audience of 
over 60 people, showing a deep desire for the 
right to die with dignity, general discontent with 
Government and equal discontent that elected 
members did NOT represent their constituents. 
The so-called ‘conscience’ or ‘free’ vote was 
particularly disliked. In the midst of the noise and 
activity, there came a few minutes of stark quiet 
when a young woman, speaking with great effort 
and dignity, described her life with a brain tumour, 
and her impending death. Through her courage, 
everyone there was harshly reminded of the reason 
we were there and what we were fighting for.

On 17 May Nationals MLC and Chair of the 
Parliamentary Working Group on Assisted 
Dying, the Hon. Trevor Khan, spoke on the topic 
‘Voluntary Assisted Dying Now Legal in Victoria: 
Let’s Make NSW Next’. Trevor explained that 
his father’s bad death had led him to support 

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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legalising medically assisted death. He then talked 
about the VAD Bill which he will be re-presenting 
later this year following its defeat in November 
2017 by a single vote, as well as the political 
ramifications involved in the effort to legalise VAD 
in NSW.

This year the Central Coast Branch has hosted 
a number of social events for members and 
supporters. On 23 January there was a ferry trip 
from Woy Woy, with lunch at the Davistown RSL 
Club; on 12 June we attended the cabaret, ‘Up, 
Up & Away’ at the Laycock Street Theatre and on 
10 July a Lunch at Hotel Gosford. The Committee 
is also considering holding a morning tea at the 
Art Gallery Café, East Gosford, later in the year.

Upcoming Meeting on 16 August 2019

Palliative Care and Voluntary Assisted Dying: 
Clash or Collaborate? 

Speakers include - Ms Oana McBride, Committee 
Member, Elsie’s Retreat Project, which has been 
campaigning for several years for a dedicated 
Palliative Care Unit on the Central Coast and Dr 
Jill Gordon, teacher of generations of medical 
students at Newcastle and Sydney Universities, 
and former NSW State Director of GP training 
for the Royal Australian College of General 
Practitioners.

Since our last report, Tiffany Mantzakos, a recent 
addition to the committee, has unfortunately 
had to resign due to a death in the family. New 
committee members would be very welcome.

Beverley Symons 
Coordinator, DWDNSW Central Coast GroupNews 
from Christians Supporting Choice for Voluntary 
Assisted Dying

News from Christians 
Supporting Choice for 
Voluntary Assisted Dying
As a result of VAD activity in WA and QLD, and 
the Victorian law becoming active, I have been 
delighted to welcome a number of new members 
to our group.

It was pleasing to receive an invitation to 
attend the Queensland Inquiry to give evidence 
in Brisbane, following on from our Christian 
Submission in support of VAD.

Some readers may have noted an opinion piece 
in The Australian (22-23 June, 2019) by Catholic 
Archbishop Fisher of Sydney. The title – ‘State-
sanctioned killing is not about love’, and the 
article itself, is clearly blatant scaremongering and 
a distortion of the facts. I have responded with a 
strong letter to the Archbishop which has since 
been circulated on Facebook. I pointed out that 
members of the public might well think back to 
“church sponsored killing such as the burning of 
Giordano Bruno for heresy, the burning of witches, 
the drowning of people who believed in adult 
baptism at the time of Zwingli, etc.”

I also pointed out – “The evidence is also clear 
that palliative care cannot effectively manage all 
pain, no matter how readily available PC might be 
in the community. Nor can it manage all other end 
stage conditions.”

A proposed Bill for VAD legislation is getting closer 
in WA, and I am working with other key people on 
an appropriate response to WA Liberal MLC Nick 
Gioran, who has been outspoken in his opposition 
to compassionate choice. One of Mr Goiran’s more 
incredible statements has been: “All the palliative 
care specialists that have briefed us over the 
past four years have indicated that “unbearable 
suffering” is a term incompatible with modern 
day medicine.”  - We are all aware that these PC 
specialists are not being upfront and honest! 

Ian Wood 
Spokesperson 

Christians Supporting Choice for Voluntary 
Assisted Dying.

New members are very welcome. Membership 
is free and open to any person who supports 
our aims. Please join through our web: 
christiansforvad.org.au 

https://christiansforvad.org.au
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MAKING A DONATION

Donations can be made via our website –

We are totally reliant on membership fees, donations 
and bequests to operate.

Alternatively, you can make a donation via our 
other payment options.

First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Card holder name:

Card number

Expiry Date                         CCV number – last 3 digits on back of card

Card holders signature:

Total amount to be charged to your card      $

For more information

Visit www.dwdnsw.org.au

Please post your completed form to: 
DWD NSW 
PO BOX 25  
BROADWAY NSW 2007

Or scan the completed form and email the 
copy to us at dwd@dwdnsw.org.au

Payment Details 
Please select ONE payment option below:

  I will deposit the amount into the Westpac 
bank account: 
Dying with Dignity NSW  
BSB: 032 249   
Account: 160 719

  I enclose a cheque or money order (payable 
to DWD NSW)

  Please charge my Mastercard or Visa Card  
(as per details below)

https://dwdnsw.org.au
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