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Candidate Name
Rashi Kesarwani, She/her

O�ce Sought
City Council, District 1, Berkeley

Party A�liation
Democratic

Campaign Website
www.rashi2022.org

How would you use the platform of this elected o�ce to advance gender equity?
As a member of the Berkeley City Council, one of the most important ways that I can
advance gender equity is by supporting policies that make it easier for low- and
middle-income people to live in Berkeley. The shortage of affordable homes
disproportionately burdens women, particularly women of color, who experience a
greater gender wage gap. I have been a champion for creating homes so that our
community can be a welcoming place for all. The City Council unanimously adopted my
recommendations that give homeowners greater flexibility to create backyard cottages
(Accessory Dwelling Units, or ADUs), and I have authored legislation to support a better
permitting experience for ADUs. I have advocated for rezoning commercial and transit
corridors through our Housing Element Plan so that more affordable housing can be
created in high-opportunity neighborhoods. I have also built consensus to create homes
at the N. Berkeley BART station with a high number of affordable homes. Finally, I have
been a champion for housing for formerly homeless individuals, including the creation of
a permanent supportive housing site in District 1 using state Homekey funds.

How will you work to end discrimination based on age, race, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender idenity, immigration status, marital status, socioeconomic status,
and disability?
As a woman of color, I believe it is important to build alliances and coalitions with other
marginalized communities. I'm the daughter of immigrants who grew up in humble
circumstances in India, and I am extremely proud of my record of defending marginalized
communities. I led on organizing a rally in July 2019 to support the human rights of
migrant children and families at the border, and I worked with Asian American youth to
stand up to anti-Asian hate. I also authored a Council resolution - unanimously passed
by the Berkeley City Council in April 2022 - reaffirming the City of Berkeley’s commitment
to transgender and gender expansive rights in the wake of more than 100
anti-transgender bills introduced across 33 states. I will continue to fight for a diverse,
inclusive community.


