
 

Media release:  

It’s about time: environmentalists applaud Minister Paech’s decision over McArthur River Mine 

The Environment Centre NT welcomes Heritage Minister Chansey Paech’s decision to support the 

Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority (AAPA) in their decision not to approve Glencore’s variation to 

a sacred sites certificate for their waste rock dump at McArthur River Mine. 

As part of Glencore’s plans to raise the height of their waste rock dump from 80 to 140 metres, they 

applied for a variation to their sacred sites certificate for the area. Late last year AAPA rejected the 

decision on the basis that Glencore only secured the support of six custodians instead of conducting 

consultation with the 180 relevant custodians. Glencore subsequently appealed the decision to the 

Heritage Minister Chansey Paech, who has today handed down his decision, backing AAPA.  

Resources Minister Nicole Manison made headlines in 2020 for approving Glencore’s expansion 

plans against AAPA’s advice.  

Dr Kirsty Howey, Co-Director of the Environment Centre NT says that “this is a win for Traditional 

Owners and the Borroloola community, who finally have a Minister with the ticker to stand up to 

Glencore. 

“Glencore’s toxic McArthur River Mine has a long history of cultural and environmental destruction, 

aided and abetted by spineless governments who have been too weak to stand up for their 

constituents.  

“To see a Ministerial decision being made in favour of the interests of Traditional Owners is a first for 

this Government, and will be rightly celebrated by all Territorians.  

“Frankly, it’s well past time. The regulation of this mine by the Gunner Government has been 

nothing short of a disgrace. Minister Paech’s decision provides a glimmer of hope for all of us.” 

“The announcement reveals how just how ill-considered Minister Manison’s decision to approve 

Glencore's expansion without sacred site approvals really was. The approvals for this mine are now 

in doubt. The right thing to do is suspend all works at the mine until sacred sites issues are resolved 

– there's too much at stake.” 

Late last year Glencore’s McArthur River Mine was singled out for criticism by the Juukan Gorge 

Inquiry Report for riding roughshod over the wishes of Traditional Owners. The report stated that 

legislation concerning the mine has “devastating consequences for traditional owners as rights to 

protect cultural heritage are intentionally disrupted and prevented”. 

Background 

• The NT Government have slated plans to overhaul the Territory’s mining laws in 2022, with 
draft legislation forthcoming.  

• Glencore want to raise the height of their waste rock dump from 80 metres to 140 metres, 
but AAPA has expressed concern about the impacts of this expansion on a nearby sacred hill 
known as Damangani or Barramundi Dreaming. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-11-19/nt-government-approves-mcarthur-river-mine-expansion/12900514
https://www.ecnt.org.au/media_release


• For a full timeline of the MRM and its controversial regulation, see here.  

• In 2013 the waste rock dump spontaneously combusted, leading to calls from the NTEPA or 
a further environmental impact assessment for dealing with the problems associated with 
the high PAF rock in the waste rock dump and associated acid mine drainage.  

 

For further comment contact Kirsty Howey 0488 928 811 

https://www.ecnt.org.au/mcarthur_river_mine_timeline

