
 

MEDIA RELEASE: Middle Arm gas precinct to be underwater by 2100 due to climate change: 

Morrison and Gunner governments leading Territorians into disaster 

The shocking warnings from UN and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

should be the end of NT’s new gas projects and public funding for fossil fuel projects and 

infrastructure, according to the Environment Centre NT (ECNT). 

UN Chief Antonio Guterres said today that “investing in new fossil fuels infrastructure is 

moral and economic madness. Such investments will soon be stranded assets – a blot on the 

landscape, and a blight on investment portfolios.” 

Not only is investing in the gas industry in the Northern Territory irresponsible, climate 

modelling shows that the centrepiece of the Morrison Government’s $2billion cash-splash in 

the Northern Territory, the Middle Arm plastics and petrochemicals hub will be underwater 

possibly as early as the middle of the century. 

Kirsty Howey, Co-Director of the Environment Centre Northern Territory said: 

“Time is up on gas. We have less than a decade to save our coasts, reefs and heritage from 

the worst effects of global warming.  

“Yet the NT and Federal Governments are on a kamikaze mission to accelerate us towards 

climate collapse by opening up two massive carbon bombs: the Barossa and the Beetaloo, 

and investing up to $2billion in a fool’s errand, the proposed Middle Arm plastics and 

petrochemicals hub in the middle of our beloved Darwin Harbour. 

“It’s abundantly clear from the most recent IPCC report that continued government support 

for the gas industry is utterly irresponsible, with stranded assets to litter the Northern 

Territory’s landscape if the Beetaloo or Barossa gas fields go ahead.” 

“And in the case of the disaster planned for Middle Arm, the fossil fuel industry’s assets will 

quite literally be stranded: by rising sea levels. Modelling shows that large parts of the 

Middle Arm industrial precinct will be underwater by 2100, and possibly as early as 2050.   

“The Morrison and Gunner Governments need to abandon this madness, before it’s too 

late. We’re calling on all candidates in the federal election to make a pledge for no public 

funding of fossil fuel projects across the Territory.”   

Professor Karen Edyvane, a climate and marine scientist at the Australian National 

University in Darwin said:  

“The findings of the latest IPCC Sixth Assessment report confirms what climate scientists 

have been saying for years – the Territory is highly vulnerable to climate impacts.  

Particularly from the impacts of sea level rise.”   



“With our warming oceans the Territory faces some of the fastest rates of sea level rise in 

Australia.  Together with our low lying coastal areas and extremes tides  – this makes us 

extremely vulnerable to coastal flooding. 

“Repeated studies, including by the CSIRO-Bureau of Meterology and also the latest IPCC 

climate modelling clearly shows that large parts of Darwin Harbour, including Middle Arm, 

will be underwater well before 2100 - possibly as early as 2050  – even under a ‘low 

greenhouse gas emissions scenario’ such as RCP4.5.” 

“It’s utterly incredible that these serious climate change risks have not been addressed in 

the Morrison Government’s proposed major LNG-infrastructure development at Middle 

Arm.  And worse, the proposed plastics, petrochemicals and carbon capture and storage 

hub will not only greatly exacerbate emissions – but also the coastal flooding at Middle 

Arm.” 

“Based on the detailed climate science and climate risk assessment and modelling, the 

proposed Middle Arm Industrial fossil fuel precinct is clearly unviable – and self-defeating.  

Based on the best and latest science, it simply doesn’t stack up.” 

 

Media contact: Naish Gawen: 0439 231 122 

 

Sea Level Rise, Flood Risk Modelling – Data Sources 

• Coastal Risk Australia – latest sea level rise & flood risk modelling (based on the IPPC 

Sixth Assessment 2021) - https://coastalrisk.com.au/home 

• Sea level rise & flood risk predications provided for coastal councils in Australia - 

the Litchfield Shire (and Darwin Harbour) - https://coastadapt.com.au/sea-level-rise-

information-all-australian-coastal-councils#NT_LITCHFIELD 

• ‘Climate Change in the Northern Territory – State of the Science and Climate 

change Impacts’ (CSIRO-BOM 2020) – page 24 (sea level rise) - 
https://denr.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/944831/state-of-the-science-and-

climate-change-impacts-final-report.pdf 

• https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/changing-climate/state-climate-
statements/northern-
territory/#:~:text=Sea%20levels%20are%20projected%20to,although%20significant%20chan
ge%20is%20possible. 

• Climate Change in Australia (CSIRO & BoM) – marine climate projections - 
https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/projections-tools/coastal-marine-
projections/marine-explorer/# 
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2100 sea level rise & flood risk predications for the Litchfield Shire (and Darwin Harbour) 

under the ‘Low Greenhouse Gas Emissions Scenario’ (RCP4.5) - 

https://coastadapt.com.au/sea-level-rise-information-all-australian-coastal-

councils#NT_LITCHFIELD 
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