
 

Media release: Morrison’s toxic petrochemical dream for Darwin Harbour revealed in new NTEPA 

documents 

Consultation is now open for what the Government is calling its “Middle Arm Sustainable 

Development Precinct”—but environmentalists say it is anything but sustainable. 

The project referral documents posted to the NTEPA website this morning outline plans for a gas-

fired petrochemical hub at Middle Arm, with additional industries such as hydrogen, carbon capture 

and storage, and minerals processing. 

The documents reveal ammonia, urea, ethylene, and methanol as four chemicals slated for 

production in Darwin Harbour, just three kilometres from Palmerston.  

Jason Fowler, Energy Campaigner at the Environment Centre NT, said: 

“It is outrageous that this plan is being called ‘sustainable development’ when it is really about 

Morrison’s cash splash for gas, and the toxic petrochemical dreams of his mates in the gas industry 

like Andrew Liveris.” 

Morrison’s latest budget announced up to $2billion for Middle Arm. 

“Buried deep in these documents are outrageous plans to transform Darwin and Palmerston. It is 

stated that “Significant adverse impacts to human health may occur from major hazardous facilities” 

– what Minister would approve a project with the potential to significantly impact the health of 

Territorians? Territorians don’t want toxic industries on their doorstep.” 

“Sea level modelling shows that Middle Arm could be underwater by 2050, 2100 at the latest. To 

proceed with the plans despite this imminent threat is plain foolish.” 

Potential impacts of the project that are flagged in the documents include “industrialisation, 

discharge of wastewater, dredging, reclamation, increased marine traffic, loss of mangroves and 

iconic species such as turtles, dugong and dolphins, migratory birds, loss of fishing breeding areas, 

reduced water quality, contribution to greenhouse gases and climate change.” (Referral Report, pg. 

53) 

The Environment Centre NT are initiating their ‘Love Darwin Harbour’ campaign to encourage the 

community to stand up for the environmental, social, and cultural values of the Harbour.  

The public have 60 days to comment on the proposed development.  

 

For media enquiries contact Naish Gawen 0439231122 

https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/consultation/middle-arm-sustainable-development-precinct
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ecnt/pages/673/attachments/original/1649208704/MEDIA_RELEASE_Middle_Arm_gas_precinct_to_be_underwater_by_2100_due_to_climate_change.pdf?1649208704
https://www.ecnt.org.au/love_darwin_harbour

