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‘A farce’: Environment Centre NT slams McArthur River Mine Independent Monitor report 

The Environment Centre NT has slammed the Independent Monitor Report released today, stating 

that its independence is compromised.  

Dr Kirsty Howey, Co-Director of the Environment Centre NT, said “The Independent Monitor report 

for McArthur River Mine – once the only way the public and people of Borroloola could find out 

what was actually going on at this shocking mine site – has been reduced to nothing but a farce.” 

“This is nothing but an expensive box ticking exercise. The “independence” of the Independent 

Monitor has been utterly compromised by the fact that Glencore sat on the selection panel for the 

appointment of Advisian, and the Department (DITT) has a veto on the contents of the report. That’s 

the oppose of independent.” 

“If you read the fine print of the scant information that is available in the report, it is clear that there 

are glaring holes in the risk assessment process undertaken by Glencore. 

“The biggest risk of all – that the McArthur River will re-divert and take back its old course causing 

the collapse of the mine wall and the destruction of the McArthur River, isn’t even mentioned.   

“The mine’s risk register hasn’t been disclosed, and Glencore has not updated its environmental risk 

assessment register since January 2020.  

“We should be able to get an idea of what the major environmental risks are at the mine site from 

this report, but the Independent Monitor has said itself that it can’t even perform this fundamental 

task due to gaping holes in the risk management process. 

It is understandable that anyone living in Borroloola and downstream of the mine would be very 

worried.” 

Quotes from Independent Monitor report 
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The 2019 and 2020 environmental risk assessment registers have different formats with different 

table column headings and different risk descriptions. There is limited correlation between the risk 

registers, with 26 out of the 34 risk scenarios in the 2020 register unable to be clearly associated 

with the key risk summaries listed in the 2019 register. Comparisons between the annual 

environmental risk performance or the identification of improvements in risk profile are not easily 

made.   

 

The 2020 register does not distinguish between current control and proposed additional controls, 

which create uncertainty in the implementation status of the controls described. The implication of 

an unclear control implementation status and inability to confirm if the residual risk rating score is 

https://industry.nt.gov.au/publications/mining-and-energy/public-environmental-reports/mining/mcarthur-river-independent-monitor


based on planned (future) or implemented actions is that it is uncertain whether the inherent 

environmental risk has effectively been reduced. The 2020 environmental risk assessment register 

format could be enhanced to become a more effective environmental risk tracking tool. 

Any new, altered or emerging risks from the EMR review are potential candidates to be added to the 

risk register and provided with new controls or modified existing controls. The Environmental Risk 

Assessment register has not been revised since January 2020. 

Based upon the information reviewed, the EMR provided an annual review of the most recent 

environmental risk assessment to check there was no increase in the environmental risks. However, 

it appears there was no revision of environmental risk assessment register or documentation to 

capture new or altered risks or controls that may have occurred during the 12-month period. 
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As part of risk monitoring and review, the environmental control should be reviewed to determine 

the adequacy and effectiveness of actions associated with management risk and achieving 

objectives. It does not appear that effectiveness of controls has been formally reviewed. 
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