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Community urges Federal Environment Minister to reconsider Lee Point approval after Gouldian 

finches found in land slated for clearing 

The Environment Centre NT (ECNT) have written to the Federal Minister for Environment and Water 

Tanya Plibersek MP seeking immediate intervention to halt work at Lee Point in Darwin after the 

discovery of large numbers of Gouldian finches, a popular but endangered bird species, in the area. 

The spectacularly coloured rainbow bird species has drawn attention in recent months for being 

found so close to Darwin. Birdwatchers travel from across the world to see the species, usually 

driving hundreds of kilometres out to remote locations to try and catch a glimpse of the elusive bird. 

The presence of the bird at Lee Point has been described as a game-changing development in the 

community campaign to save the area from clearing.  

The proposed development by Defence Housing Australia had previously been granted approval 

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) and 

Environmental Assessment Act 1982 (NT). Throughout the assessment process, the presence of 

Gouldian finches at the project site was considered unlikely, and the process did not identify impacts 

of the proposed development on the species.  

However, since May this year, vast numbers of adult and juvenile Gouldian finches have been seen 

at the project site, sparking calls for a reconsideration of the former approval. 

“This is Tanya Plibersek’s first big test as Environment Minister,” says Kirsty Howey, Co-Director of 

the Environment Centre NT.  

“We are in the middle of an extinction crisis and the Gouldian finch is an endangered species. It is 

abundantly clear that action must be taken to stop the destruction of their habitat.” 

“The State of the Environment Report is due for release on the 19th of July. It is likely to paint a dire 

picture for our nature; we already know that our tropical savanna ecosystem is collapsing and that 

land clearing in particular is one of the biggest threats to biodiversity across the nation.” 

“We can’t see this important habitat obliterated,” says Dr Howey. 

David Percival of community group Friends of Lee Point says, “What we are seeing is the largest 

flock of Gouldians in Darwin area in last forty years, probably longer. 

“Without a doubt, the number of people who have come to Lee Point to see the Gouldians in the 

last month is the greatest response to a single bird species in N.T. history.  

This is an eco-tourist dream come true, but not in the NT, for some reason. One if the biggest ironies 

is that the land involved here for development is in the electorate of the Minister for the 

Environment and the neighbouring electorate is run by the Minister for Tourism, who are both 

pretending the Gouldians aren’t there!” 

 



Laura Dreyfus, lawyer at Environmental Justice Australia says, “Gouldian finches are listed under 

the EPBC Act as endangered - their protection and recovery is in Minister Tanya Plibersek’s hands.  

The Labor party told us in the lead up to the 2022 election that the Morrison government had 

‘abandoned threatened species.’ They said they would commit to a suite of environmental policies 

including a ‘Saving Native Species Program.’  

Based on the information that Minister Plibersek now has about the presence of the Gouldian finch 

at Lee Point, the existing approval for Defence Housing Australia’s development should be revoked, 

or at the very least suspended until the impact of the project on the Gouldian finches has been 

thoroughly considered.” 
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