
 

 

 

 
 
Origin Submission Writing Guide - Origin Energy Amungee NW Delineation Program - 

due MONDAY AUGUST 15th 
 

Read through this guide to help you write an informed, personalised submission, then send 
your submission to origin.ep98&76@nt.gov.au and send a copy to the environment minister 

at minister.moss@nt.gov.au by August 15th. 
 

The EMP is available in full here: https://depws.nt.gov.au/onshore-gas/environment-
management-plan/origin-energy-b2-pty-ltd-environment-management-plan-for-the-

amungee-nw-delineation-program 
 

The issue: some background context to help you write a submission 
 

Origin Energy have submitted an Environment Management Plan to the Northern Territory 

Government as part of their application to drill and frack 12 new exploration and appraisal 

gas wells on the Amungee Mungee and Shenandoah East pastoral stations 50 km east of 

Daly Waters.  

 

The Origin Energy Amungee NW project is massive in scale and if permitted would release 

at least 535,651 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions over a 3 year period and pose 

unacceptable risk to water security. 
 

Despite holding only an exploration permit (which only approves exploration not production 
of gas), Origin is proposing to pipe and sell the gas they find to Macarthur river mine for 2 

years. Origin know that selling gas under an exploration permit is not permitted under NT 
law but they are trying it on to see how far the government will bend the rules for them. 

 
If this application is approved it will permit an unprecedented level of fracking activity in the 

NT without adequate scrutiny, and before the Pepper Inquiry recommendations are in 
place. A proposal of this scale shouldn’t be allowed to go ahead. 

 

What’s in the EMP ? Summary of proposed activity: 

 

• Drill, frack and test 12 exploration and appraisal wells 

◦ Construct 4 new well pads and associated infrastructure (access tracks, 

camp pads, helipads, fences, firebreaks, water bores, gravel pits) - 3 wells 

per wellpad 

◦ Testing up to 135 days or up to 730 days if they’re allowed to sell the gas or 

use it onsite for power. 

◦ Drilling and fracking two wells simultaneously 

◦ 60 km of seismic surveying tracks resulting in 31.66ha cleared 
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◦ 16 new groundwater bores (extraction and monitoring) 

 

 

 
 

What are some key issues with this proposal? 

 

Production by Stealth 
 

Origin is proposing to keep the 12 wells in this EMP open for 730 days and sell gas to the 

Macarthur River Mine. Their license only permits them to ‘explore’ for gas, not ‘produce’ 
aka sell it. Allowing them to keep their wells open for over 5  times what is usually required 

to test how much gas is there and to sell it contravenes the government’s commitment to 
complete scientific baseline assessment of the region (SREBA), water allocation plans, and 

other crucial Pepper inquiry recommendations before the industry is fully allowed to go 
ahead. 

 
Bending these rules to allow Origin to sell gas without a production licence would set a 

terrible precedent and undermine the integrity of our regulatory system. 
 

Climate impacts 
 

535,651 tonnes of direct, scope 1 greenhouse gas emissions would be released under 
Origin’s proposal. This is equivalent to 1.5 times the annual GHG emissions of the town of 

Alice Springs.1 

 

Origin has not addressed the Scope 3 emissions from the proposal nor have they 

demonstrated how their extensive well use (keeping 12 wells open for more than 5 times 

the usual appraisal period) is necessary or consistent with keeping the climate impacts of 

this project as low as reasonably possible (ALARP). 

 
Origin are pretending that selling the gas will reduce the emissions from the project. This is not 
true - in fact, under this plan, Origin would keep the wells open for over 5 times longer than they 
actually need to test the resource, creating a massive carbon footprint of over 2 million tonnes 
CO2-e. Most of these emissions would be 'scope 3' (from combusting the gas) rather than 'scope 
1', so Origin can make them someone else's problem. These emissions will still hurt the climate 
and they would still count towards the NT emissions targets. 
 
 

Biodiversity 
 

Origin’s proposal does not adequately consider the risk to threatened species. The 
proposal includes clearing 60km of seismic lines and an additional 111 hectares of clearing 

in an area where 15 threatened species are potentially present, including the Gouldian 

Finch, Grey Falcon, Painted Honeyeater, Yellow-spotted Monitor and the Pale Field-rat.  

 

 
1
 Alice Springs Town Council – Climate Action Plan 2018–2021 : page 10 

https://assets-astc.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/files/files/documents/Climate%20Action%20Plan%20Final.pdf?mtime=20191128122106#:~:text=2.6%20Alice%20Springs%20Community%20Emissions,-In%202016%2C%20the&text=The%20community's%20emissions%20amounted%20to,emission%20contributors%20(Figure%204).


 

 

Newly discovered endemic stygofauna (small invertebrates like shrimps which live in 
groundwater) are also present in the project area. The EMP does not include any measures 

to monitor for or protect these underground species. 
 

Origin Energy want to drill and frack throughout the year, with the first two wells scheduled 

to be drilled over the 2022-2023 wet season.  They are trying to ignore the more severe 

environmental risks that occur in the wet season and the risks of flooding and waste water 
overflow and contamination. 

 

Water and waste 

 
Origin Energy will need 430 million litres of water to drill and frack the 12 wells and will be 

taking it from the Gum Ridge Formation, which is equivalent to 172 Olympic swimming 
pools of water.   

 

They will also produce 90 million litres of wastewater which they are planning to truck 

interstate. 
 

What are we asking decision makers to do? 
 

- reject this EMP due to the significant impacts it poses to climate, to local biodiversity and 

to groundwater.  

 

- refer this EMP to the Environment Protection Agency under the Environment Protection 

act for full and thorough assessment given thes significant impacts it will have on climate, 

water and biodiversity. 
 

Example of submission layout: 

 

— 

 

Dear Hon Environment Minister Lauren Moss 

 

My name is ____ and I live in ___ 

 

I am writing to you to share my concerns with Origin’s Amungee NW Delineation EMP. 
 

 
My connection to this issue is: 

 
I have some serious concerns with the contents of this EMP, namely: eg 

 

Production by stealth: 
 

Biodiversity: 
 

Climate: 

 

Water: 

 



 

 

I call on you as the minister to please: 
 

Stop origin moving to production by stealth by refusing the EMP 
 

Refer the entire EMP to the EPA for a full EIS 

 

I hope you take my concerns into account and will follow the progress of this application 
closely.  

 

Kind regards, name, suburb, email address, phone number 

 
 

Tips for writing your submission  
1. Make it personal, and speak from your own unique perspective – this will give you the 

best shot of being taken seriously. Say who you are and why you care about the issue.  

 

2.  Address your submission to origin.ep98&76@nt.gov.au, and send a copy to the 
Environment Minister at minister.moss@nt.gov.au. She is the final decision maker on this 

and it’s important she is hearing directly from the public. 
 

3. Make sure you lodge your submission by the deadline, Monday 15 August 2022. 
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