
Proposed Amendment to ECNT Constitution 

 

In 2021 members approved a name change for the governance body of ECNT from “Management 

Committee” to “Board”.  This reflected the growth of the ECNT over recent years and that the 

governance body focuses on higher-level planning, policy setting, financial oversight and risk 

management while our staff, led by our Executive Director focus on the operational matters.  

At the Special General Meeting where the name change was approved, there was a 

suggestion from a member to change the title of the head of the governance body from 

“Convener” to “Chair”. At that time this suggestion could not be progressed as notice of this 

title change had not been provided to all members. 

 

The title convener conveys a sense of a hands-on approach to calling together participants 

for meetings and facilitating operational aspects of the organization.  Oxford Languages 

defines the noun convener as “a person whose job it is to call people together for meetings 

of a committee”.  Chair is a more commonly used and widely understood title for the head 

of the governance body for an organization with the current structure and operations of the 

ECNT.  Oxford languages defines the noun chair as “the person in charge of a meeting or 

organization”. 

 

When it comes to representation outside of the ECNT the title chair is more readily 

recognized and conveys a clearer sense of authority and representation than does convener, 

being the person who calls meetings. 

 

The alternative spellings ‘Convener” and “Convenor” both occur within the Constitution, 15 

and 2 times respectively. 

 

The Board recommends that members support the special resolution: 

That members approve amendments to the ECNT Constitution changing the position title 

“convener” or “convenor” to “chair”. 

 

The change in title does not alter the intent of the respective clauses in the constitution.  

The current constitution is available here. 

 

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ecnt/pages/20/attachments/original/1666156271/Constitution_29_September_2021_Final-2-16.pdf?1666156271

