
 

 

Municipal Elections 2022  

All-Candidates’ Survey  
ECOLOGY OTTAWA 

Ecology Ottawa is a grassroots environmental organization with over 100,000 supporters across 

the City. 

The municipal election on October 24th, 2022, will shape the future of this City for years to 

come. Now is the time to build a city where the people of Ottawa enjoy sustainable sources of 

energy, world-class public transportation, walkable and cycling friendly communities, clean air 

and clean water, a strong urban tree canopy, strong waste diversion policies and improved 

quality of life.  

We have prepared this survey for all candidates in the municipal election to help Ottawa 

residents better understand where candidates stand on local environmental issues, and for 

candidates to share their thoughts with the broader Ottawa community. 

The survey includes questions on the following themes:  

• energy  

• climate change adaptation 

• sustainable transportation 

• trees and greenspace 

• justice, equity, diversity & inclusion  

In partnership with local advocacy group Waste Watch Ottawa, we have also included 

questions on waste management.   

Please provide a “Yes'' or “No” answer to each of the 13 questions below. We encourage you to 

provide an explanation for your response with ideas and examples, where applicable. We have 

also included an open-ended question at the end for you to share additional thoughts.  

On behalf of Ecology Ottawa and our partners, we would like to thank all candidates for offering 

to serve the people of Ottawa by running for elected office. We very much appreciate 

candidates taking the time to complete this survey.  

Feel free to contact Sana Badruddin at sana.badruddin@ecologyottawa.ca with any questions.  

mailto:sana.badruddin@ecologyottawa.ca


 

 

 

The energy transition and reducing our greenhouse 

gas emissions 

1. Energy Evolution is the City of Ottawa’s Community Energy Transition Strategy that was 

enacted in 2020. It is an action plan that will allow Ottawa to reach its goal of net-zero 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. Its primary focus areas are retrofitting commercial 

and residential buildings; electrifying personal vehicles and commercial fleets; and 

diverting organic waste from landfill and creating renewable natural gas. The cost of 

implementing Energy Evolution has been estimated at $600M per year with significant 

positive financial returns accruing to this investment over time from energy and cost 

savings. To date, however, it has been poorly funded and implementation has therefore 

been insufficient.  

 

Will you commit to fully funding and implementing the City of Ottawa’s Energy 

Evolution Plan?  

 

2. Nearly 90% of Ottawa’s greenhouse gas emissions come from transport and buildings. 

The concept of 15-minute, walkable neighborhoods with mixed-use development and 

more sustainable transportation is a way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 

improve health, greenspace and livability.  

 

Will you commit to no more extensions of the urban boundary, and support 

building more 15-minute neighborhoods throughout the City of Ottawa, not just in 

the urban core?  

 

3. The Ontario Energy Board recently rejected the approval of a pipeline replacement 

project proposed by Enbridge Gas, identifying that the Energy Evolution plan was a key 

factor in its decision as it would reduce future demand for natural gas.  

 

Will you commit to phasing out natural gas infrastructure and prioritize 

conservation and efficiency over new, renewed or expanded gas infrastructure?  

 

4. Improving efficiency in homes is critical to reaching Ottawa’s net-zero emissions target. 

Low-income households often live in older apartment buildings which tend to be more 

affordable than new builds. However, aging rental stock is often less efficient, and this 

leads to significantly higher hydro bills for tenants/owners, putting an even higher burden 

on communities already suffering from the high cost of housing and electricity.   

 

https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/climate-change-and-energy/energy-evolution#section-fa5b88e5-10e8-4ed9-8031-67c6c73d7df3
https://engage.ottawa.ca/the-new-official-plan/news_feed/15-minute-neighbourhoods#:~:text=15%2Dminute%20neighbourhoods%20are%20compact,%2C%20greenspaces%2C%20parks%20and%20pathways.


 

 

Will you commit to investing in energy efficient housing for lower income 

communities, and ensuring that the costs of retrofits are not passed down to 

tenants?  

 

Adaptation and resilience to a rapidly changing 

climate 

5. Climate change impacts, including extreme weather events like heat waves and 

windstorms, are increasingly threatening the safety of our communities, our 

infrastructure and the economy. This is happening at a time when many Ottawans are 

struggling with the rising cost of living and affordable housing.  

 

Will you commit to prioritizing climate adaptation planning for the city, including 

measures to protect people, infrastructure and city services, and to ensure that 

the city's most vulnerable populations are supported during extreme climate 

events? 

Sustainable transportation 

6. Ottawa’s $2.2 billion Light Rail Transit system has experienced an array of issues, from 

technical malfunctions, to overcrowding and cancellation of service Moreover, the 

infrequent and unreliable bus system often leaves users stranded, and has negatively 

impacted people’s lives.  

 

Will you commit to building a public transit system that is rapid, reliable, 

affordable and accessible for all users, with proper transit routes within rural, 

suburban and lower income communities?  

 

7. Roads that prioritize cars and trucks over active transit users are less accessible for 

cyclists, pedestrians and those with limited mobility, and reduce a sense of community. 

More and more, streets are being reimagined as a space where people can safely 

connect with others from their neighborhood and use a diversity of transit methods.  

 

Will you commit to an active transit network with interconnected and protected 

bike lanes and multi-use paths City-wide (not just in the downtown core)? 

 



 

 

Trees and greenspace 

8. A strong tree canopy benefits communities through providing shade and cooling, 

improving air quality, and increasing greenspace which also provides benefits to citizens’ 

health and well-being. However, invasive species, monoculture planting, habitat 

destruction and extreme weather events have significantly reduced Ottawa’s tree canopy 

cover and mature trees.  

 

Will you support our target for a 40% tree canopy cover per neighborhood and 

protection of mature trees through the new Tree Protection By-Law?   

 

9. In Canada, over 700 species have been classified as at risk, and about 60 of them live in 

Ottawa. Most species-at-risk are found in the most densely populated areas of the 

country, which means that cities have an essential role to play in conserving biodiversity.  

 

Will you ensure that the City of Ottawa prioritizes the conservation of existing 

greenspace, as well as biodiversity on both city and privately owned lands by 

actioning the following: amending the property standards by-law, as well as 

increasing targets for and allocating more funds towards naturalization?  

 

 

Waste management 

Ottawa's Solid Waste Master Planning (SWMP) is reviewing options to reduce waste and to 

compost more organics, which could allow the Trail Road Landfill to be maintained until the mid-

2050s. 

 

10. City waste audits show that 50% of the garbage that is collected for landfill disposal 

should have been put into either the recycling or green bins (which are fiscally and 

environmentally better options). A new landfill or an incinerator for residual waste could 

each easily cost $300 million, and finding a site, getting the necessary approvals and 

construction could take at least a decade. 

 

In addition to improving recycling, will you support ambitiously collecting organic 

green bin waste for composting in multi-residential buildings as well as curbside, 

to ensure that Ottawa can avoid replacing the Trail Road landfill site with either a 

new landfill or an incinerator for residual waste for the foreseeable future?  

 

11. Under a user pay program, residents pay a surcharge for the residual waste (i.e. non-

recyclable/non-compostable items) that they put out for curbside collection. This 



 

 

encourages waste reduction, recycling and composting, thereby diverting waste from 

landfill.  

Will you support the introduction of a user pay system for curbside residual waste 

collection, where residents pay for the bags or containers that they put out for 

collection, according to the actual level of service that they use? 

Justice, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

12. Ottawa is located on traditional, unceded Algonquin Anishinaabe territory. Yet, according 

to a report from Indigenous Climate Action, "Indigenous Peoples, our rights, our 

knowledges, and our approaches to climate change are systematically excluded from 

the creation and implementation of climate policies and plans". 

 

If elected, would you intentionally include, and work in partnership with, the 

Algonquin Anishinaabe people and other Indigenous people in the creation and 

implementation of environmental policies? 

 

13. Ottawa is a diverse city with people from all over the world, as well as people of different 

genders, income levels and abilities. Working with such a rich diversity of voices 

presents many challenges, due to competing goals, priorities and perspectives. Listening 

to a diversity of voices at decision-making tables, building relationships and finding 

common ground is crucial if Ottawa is to make real steps towards becoming an 

equitable, green and resilient city. 

 

Will you commit to developing strategies that bring Ottawans at all diversity 

intersections together on environmental issues?  

 

General 

14. Is there anything else you would like to share regarding your ideas, goals or 

commitments to improving the City's performance on climate change and 

environmental issues? 

 

 


