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Oct. 5, 2022 
Dan Eichinger 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 30028 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
RE: Proposed Camp Grayling Expansion 
 
Dear Director Eichinger, 
 
Michigan Environmental Council is a coalition of more than 80 organizations 
leading Michigan’s environmental movement to achieve positive change 
through public policy solutions.  
 
The currently proposed plan to expand the 148,000 acres comprising Camp 
Grayling by 162,000 additional acres does not reflect positive change for 
Michiganders. The Environmental Council opposes the proposed expansion of 
Camp Grayling, supporting our many member groups who have already 
expressed their opposition to the expansion.  
 
As our valued member groups have shown, an expansion is unwarranted and 
would be harmful to Michigan’s public lands. Not only is the Michigan 
National Guard’s need for an expansion unclear, but there are unknown 
effects to land and water from the proposed expansion. The Department of 
Natural Resources is tasked with protecting Michigan’s natural resources, yet 
the current plan to more than double the size of Camp Grayling falls short of 
this mission. 
 
The Michigan National Guard is seeking to expand its current 231 square miles 
of military training grounds by an additional 253 square miles to conduct 
“electronic warfare” simulations. This land would be leased from the 
Department of Natural Resources, which is typically done so in 20-year 
increments, though any amount of time can be agreed upon. It is unclear 
what kind of activities would fall under “electronic warfare” and why this type 
of activity cannot be conducted on the current Camp Grayling grounds. 
Technology is a fast-paced field, and current “electronic warfare” activities, 
whatever they may be, could be significantly different in just three to five 
years.  
 
Additionally, the military has a known history of contaminating public lands 
and waters, affecting the health of wildlife and drinking water. The currently 
proposed expansion area includes many protected areas, including important 



wetlands and other habitats for deer, ruffed grouse, turkey, black bear, 
waterfowl, and the threatened Kirtland’s warbler. The DNR has suggested a 
1,500-foot buffer around Au Sable and Manistee river access in the proposed 
expansion area where military activity would be prohibited. However, this is 
insufficient to protect all of the areas of significant habitat within the 
proposed expansion, especially when dealing with unknown military activities 
and unknown effects resulting from those activities. The buffer does not 
appear to take into account important habitats, nor does it encompass 
watersheds as a whole, which not only includes lakes and rivers but protected 
wetlands, ponds, streams, and creeks that filter pollutants and feed into the 
Au Sable and Manistee rivers and ultimately into Lake Huron and Lake 
Michigan, respectively. These vital areas comprising Michigan’s ecosystem 
could be negatively impacted from unknown effects of activities associated 
with “electronic warfare.”  
 
With the current lack of specific information available and these unsettled 
issues, the health and quality of the public lands are not guaranteed. As such, 
the Environmental Council currently opposes the expansion of Camp 
Grayling.  
 
We appreciate the consideration of our comments and value the DNR’s 
dedication to protecting Michigan’s natural resources.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Emily S. Smith 
Land and Water Conservation Policy Coordinator 
Michigan Environmental Council 
 
 


