BRITISH COLUMBIA

AN EQUAL VOICE PROVINCE SNAPSHOT, 2026

British Columbia (B.C.) has had two women serve as premier and was the second province
or territory in Canada to achieve gender parity in its legislature, with at least half of its MLAs
being women. The Legislative Assembly of B.C. seats 93 members, of which 49 are women
(52.7%). B.C.’s last election took place in October 2024
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516581528 B.C. has a unicameral legislature, with one chamber: Mary Ellen Smith was the first woman
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government, and their leader becomes the head of
government, called the Premier. The Premier selects
MLAs to serve as Cabinet Ministers.
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-A{torney General & _Infrastructure B.C. Green Party: 2 MLAs Rita Johnston was the first woman premier
Deputy Premier -Labour 0 women (0%) : 2 men (100%) of B.C,, and the first woman premier of any
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B.C. had the longest-serving woman
premier in Canada. Christy Clark served
\_ for over six years from 2011-2017. )

36 Premiers since 1871

31 Lieutenant Governors since 1871
2women : 34 men

4 women : 27 men

Rita Johnston: 2 Apr. 1991 - 5 Nov. 1991 Current Lieutenant Governor:
Christy Clark: 14 Mar. 2011 - 18 Jul. 2017 Wendy Lisogar-Cocchia (W) h 4
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B.C. was the second Canadian province

Equal Voice is a registered charity dedicated to improving gender representation in Canadian politics. As part of or territory to have a women-majority
this mission, we have launched the Canada Snapshots series to highlight the current status of women's political legislature (52.7% women), following the
representation in Canada, showing both how far we have come and how far we have left to go to achieve gender parity. Northwest Territories in 2021.

For references, corrections or additional information, please contact Equal Voice at info@equalvoice.ca. \ )




