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PCP Tuvalu Training Program

Pacific Calling Partnership delivers Leadership Program in Tuvalu

The Pacific Calling Partnership has delivered the first phase of a three phase program of workshops to young

climate leaders in Tuvalu as part of a leadership training program. This training was modelled on PCP's
successful Kiribati Australia Tuvalu Exchange Program (KATEP) which has been running since 2014, and the
more recent Australian Award Fellowship program which aimed to strengthen the capacity of Pacific women
leaders.

The overall objective of these programs is to respond to the requests of TuCAN to help build the leadership
capacity of their youth and their ability to project their voice to the world, especially as it relates to climate
change. The idea of delivering this program in-country was two fold. Firstly to increase the number of students
attending the course, and secondly to deepen the connections and relationships of PCP and TuCAN team
members.

Phase 1 consisted of a three day workshop beginning on the 5th of November and ending on the 7th of
November. The workshop was delivered by PCP Coordinator, Jill Finnane, together with Edmund Rice Centre
Director, Phil Glendenning, and PCP Project Officer, Vincent Sicari.

In organising the workshop, PCP worked closely with the Tuvalu Climate Action Network (TuCAN). The
participants to the workshop were 16 young Tuvaluans selected by TuCAN for their promise and ambition to
work for climate justice for Tuvalu. The PCP team delivered the workshops with the active participation with
TuCAN members who are providing mentorship for the young participants.

The second phase of the training program consists of a group project, selected by each group with the aim of
implementing their newly acquired knowledge, to be supervised by a TuCAN mentor.

What do you want to tell the minister?

The PCP team were honoured to be invited to a special church service organised by Rev. Aso Tapu, a
member of TuCAN and a graduate of an earlier KATEP program which PCP ran in Australia. In welcoming us
at the reception afterwards, the Prime Minister Enele Sapoaga, made it clear that he had heard about the
astonishing comments that Australian Environment Minister Melissa Price made to former President of
Kiribati, Anote Tong, when PCP took him to Canberra. “We Pacific leaders are not always after money,” he
said.

Hence one of the workshops that Phil conducted on advocacy gave the young leaders the opportunity to
prepare what they would like to say to Minister Price.

One group decided that Ms Price needed education about the reality of climate change. They would want to
talk to her about the impacts that Tuvalu is experiencing particularly the displacement of people, migration and
the consequent loss of resourceful people, loss of culture, identity and values. They wanted her to know about
the changes in weather patterns that Tuvalu is already experiencing: more frequent cyclones, rising
temperatures, longer droughts and rising sea level and the loss of resources eg land and marine
ecosystems. They would like to talk to her about the introduction of new diseases and health risks eg NCDs.

They also said they would like to explain to her the threats of globalisation. As well as the loss of traditional
food to imported goods, land reclamation and building construction is leading to destruction of marine biology
and the dumping of sand on coral.

Another group reflected more on what it means to be a leader and would like to give Minister Price the
following advice:

“A true leader is someone who has impact on the life of the people to change a world to b e a b etter future. She
is a leader b ut definitely not a true leader.
Live the Pacific ways of life b efore you address the Pacific Leaders
We may b e a mere dot on the world map b ut together we make up a region of greater leaders who fight for the
future of our children.”

A third group said that they would like to invite Melissa Price to live in Tuvalu so she can see what life is like
first hand. They want her to know that money doesn’t solve the root cause of climate change and want to
remind her that climate change is everybody’s problem. They said, “We will feel the negative impacts of
climate change within 50 years, but eventually everybody will feel the impacts if we don’t do anything.”

And finally they wanted to issue a question to Minister Price, “If the problem was in your backyard what would
you do?”

What is your story? And what is its message?

Another exercise involved groups preparing a story they could share about themselves - a story that has a
message.
One group’s story was particularly moving as it captured the way young people in Tuvalu feel about their future.
They talked about how fifty years ago being Tuvaluan meant you had land, belonged to a community, had an
identity as a Tuvaluan, spoke Tuvaluan language and practiced Tuvaluan customs. Today it is the same but
‘the signs are there that something bad is going to happen’. They then described the feeling of ‘fear and terror’
that young people are experiencing when they look towards the future.

50 years from today, they fear ‘losing our land, migration and displacement, loss of our identity and lost feeling
HOME’

Their message: AM I STILL TUVALUAN??????
WHERE DO I BELONG NOW?

