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Pacific weaving - climate justice, resilience and leadership
"The experience was like a group of women weaving mats together according to
their own different gifts. As the six weeks passed we came up with the most
beautiful mats full of cross cultural wisdoms from Kiribati and Australia. The mat is
colourful in such a way that we all want to take it home to use in any aspect of our
community life."
Claire Anterea
The Edmund Rice Centre and Pacific Calling Partnership has wrapped up its Resilient
Leaders: Leading in Challenging Contexts program which was part of the Australia
Awards Fellowships. Low-lying Pacific atoll nations such as Kiribati have been desperately
calling out to countries like Australia to do something about climate change and to
recognise the atoll nations' particular vulnerability coming not only from being low-lying
but also from their poverty and human development challenges.
Our program, funded by the Australian Government's Australian Award Fellowships, was
a response to this call and was structured around education modules with workshops on
Australian studies, social and emotional resilience and wellbeing, critical reflection, the
science of climate change, climate justice, media, monitoring and evaluation, gender and
leadership, intercultural leadership, and professional attachments.
Eight leaders from the Kiribati Ministry of Education and Kiribati Climate Action Network
took part in the program and have now returned to Kiribati where they will complete
individual capstone projects that aim to address a range of issues: women in sport; waste
management; sustainable energy; literacy levels and teacher quality. In May, Course CoOrdinator Jack Frawley and Maria Tiimon, PCP’s Pacific Outreach Officer, will travel to
Kiribati to see the progress of these projects and hear how they are evolving.
"It was the most unique mat - it helps me to sleep on it and dream about the
beauty of God's Creations." Claire Anterea

The eight Australian Awards Fellows visiting the University of Sydney with Annika Dean

Reflections from the Australian Awards Fellows
It empowers, it gives me a strong spirit of becoming a strong person in my work. Lets fly
the talk!
Claire Anterea
The experience was like a group of women weaving the mats together according to their
own different gifts. As the six weeks passed we came up with the most beautiful mats full
of cross cultural wisdoms from Abemama, Tabiteuea, Onotoa Kuria, Tarawa, Banaba,
Beru and Australia. The mat is colourful in such a way that we all want to take it home to
use it in any aspect of our community life. It was the most unique mat - it helps me to
sleep on it and dream about the beauty of God's Creations.
Thank you all you people who have put their heart into this course and thank you the
Australian Government for funding this six week training. I gained lots and I am ready to
give away the knowledge and all what I have learnt to my people and my own community
and family. I want to see more of this course shared out to the people.
I am now a Resilient Leader from Kiribati and I was always that resilient leader and I will be
a resilient leader for my country and for the World.

Maria Tiimon, Orabwa Tion, Penelise Alofa, Sydney University's Jack Frawley, Taiman Bunaua, Kaokatekai Kaino
Riwata and Rakentai Momoe Teumauma

Rakentai Momoe
I would like to thank Pacific Calling Partnership for arranging a one of a kind training
program to build the capacity of resilient leaders in a challenging context. Six weeks is
quite a long journey for me, but the training program, contents with real life activities
organised and delivered by professional lecturers made the journey interesting and short.
It is a tremendous and worthwhile initiative. Hats off to the PCP and all staff of the
Edmund Rice Centre for making this training into a reality. All PCP marvellous efforts in
this training portray future development opportunities for I-Kiribati people.
Tebwataua Karotu
This leadership training was the best professional training I've ever had. The six week
training was full of positive outcomes in my own experience. I have been working in sport
organisation not knowing what is most important in leadership roles. I learned the skills,
knowledge and the motivation from our lecturers which made me feel so important and
passionate in the roles of leadership. Their brilliant teaching skills were so beyond
expectations, they were so resourceful and most of all their openness and support meant
I didn’t find any difficulties during the training.
Now I am becoming a resilient leader which means to be active and I must create an
environment of openness to each and every one in need of help to assist and work
collaboratively for the development of Kiribati.
Thank you AAF, PCP, ERC and especially our teachers who I call my new friends for their
hard work in making this successful training for us.

Moritio Baraniko, Pelenise Alofa, Taiman Bunaua, Tebataua Karotu, Mark Butler MP Shadow Minister for Climate
Change, Claire Antera, Orabwa Tion, Kaokatekai Kaino Riwata, Rakentai Momoe Teumauma and Maria Tiimon

Pelenise Alofa
We are back in Tarawa in one piece and adjusting to the heat. The AAF course
implemented by Pacific Calling Partnership was one of the best trainings that I have
attended in my life. It is a holistic program. All topics that I want to learn were included in
the course and I feel that I have tools in my hands right now to make me a more resilient
leader. Our teachers were highly qualified and were able to simplify the lessons for us to
understand. The catching of the train was fun, we had good accommodation and we have
made lots of friends. I would love to see other Pacific Islanders and especially I-Kiribati
have the opportunity to attend this course.
Kaokatekai Riwata
The time spent training in Australia was very valuable. We have learnt relevant things on
leadership and climate change. We will make use of this training by sharing it with
colleagues and especially school children. It is very critical that children do understand
the effects of climate change on their islands so they are ready for what will happen and
also able to play their parts effectively. We treasure the memories and professional links
and hope to maintain this.
Moritio Mooa
I am privileged and honored to be part of AAF training that is professionally organised,
programmed and conducted by our brilliant teachers under the protection of Edmund
Rice Centre. Additionally I am now confident to lead, advocate and make changes to an
organisation that are necessary and acceptable to the local and international community.
I really miss the friendship of my Edmund Rice family and the friendship of my KiriAus
family. Those are some of the reflections I recall.

Moritio Baraniko, Tebataua Karotu, Maria Tiimon, Senator John Williams, Taiman Bunaua, Claire Antera and Jill
Finnane

Orabwa Tion
A Strong Spirit: The AAF training program has been very helpful, valuable and useful
training to me. It helps and contributed a lot to my professional development as a leader
in my school in so many ways.
It empowers, gives me a strong spirit of becoming a strong person in my work is highly
experienced, it gives me the opportunity to face what challenges our students now are
facing in their learning developments and how to help them to become resilient people
that can face and solve their own problems in this changing world.
Not only that, but it also builds up the confidence in myself as a leader that can lead with
justice for everyone’s sake and to create a happy learning environment. Also, it gives me
the opportunity to learn from my colleagues, teachers, kind people from Edmund Rice
Centre in all their sharing, doings and care.
From what I feel today as a strong confident leader and from all I have learnt during the
AAF training, I would like to convey to you all that, this training is very useful and helpful
to us and hope it would continue in future to all leaders of our country. I would like to give
our sincere thanks to the Government of Australia and all those who have contributed in
making this training successful to us fellows of 2018.

Orabwa Tion, Kaokatekai Kaino Riwata, Australian Green's leader Richard Di Natale, Pelenise Alofa, Rakentai Momoe
Teumauma and Edmund Rice Centre's Dominic Ofner at Parliament House, Canberra

The science of climate change
Education in the science of climate change is fundamental to the fellowship program. PCP
member Vincent Sicari conducted a workshop on The Science of Climate Change. The
work shop introduced the basic concepts of Climate Change and its impacts with special
focus on the Pacific islands.
The aim of the course, delivered over two days was to give the fellows a better
understanding of the causes of Climate Change, its effects, its impacts on global
temperatures, sea level rise, ocean acidification, cyclones and rainfall patterns and its
specific impacts on the Pacific islands, particularly the low lying island states of Tuvalu
and Kiribati.
There was also some focus on what can be done to address Climate Change such as the

There was also some focus on what can be done to address Climate Change such as the
reduction of global carbon emissions, the potential for adaptation and the ethical and
human rights issues associated with Climate Change.
The module was delivered using Powerpoint presentation, group work, questions and
answers and directed research. The students were very keen to hear what the
implications of climate change were for their islands and gave consideration to what they
could do in their everyday lives to make the people of the Pacific and the world more
aware of the issue.

Moritio Baraniko, Pelenise Alofa, Claire Anterea, Chi-Fang Namakaina, Taiman Bunaua, Rakentai Momoe Teumauma
and Tebataua Karotu with a friend.

Resilient Leaders in action

Moritio Baraniko, Pelenise Alofa, Claire Antera, Tebataua Karotu, Rakentai Momoe Teumauma and Taiman Bunaua in
the Great Hall of Parliament House

Meredith Burgmann with Phil Glendenning at the launch of the Fellowship program

Moritio, Kaokatekai, Orabwa, Pelenise, Kate Halley, Tebataua, Rakentai, Taiman and Claire after a media workshop

International Women's Day at the ERC with the Fellows
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