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Introducing the KATEP delegates from Kiribati and Tuvalu
The PCP is delighted to introduce members of its fourth annual KATEP program, a two-week educational and advocacy program
where we provide young Pacific Islander participants with training in climate change advocacy and leadership.
These young leaders from the Pacific island nations of Kiribati and Tuvalu are in Sydney to learn about climate change, practice and improve
their advocacy skills, to listen to and lobby Australian politicians, business and community groups.
Aso Ioapo is from Funafuti, Tuvalu. He is the Program Officer for Peace and Justice with the Congregational Church of Tuvalu who believes
that “climate change is a justice issue so it is within my portfolio. This is a great opportunity to learn more about advocacy and to share my
experiences of climate change as someone who grew up in the Pacific Islands.”
Erietera Aram is from Tarawa, Kiribati. He is a volunteer coordinator for the International Coastal Cleanup in Tarawa, Kiribati and has a
certificate in Ocean Resources Management. He hopes the KATEP program will help him to do more for “this country I love so much.”
Saineta Sioni is from Funafuti, Tuvalu and is studying computer science. In 2016 Saineta was an intern with the Tuvaluan government’s Climate
Change Policy and Disaster Coordination Unit so she has an intimate understanding of the damage inflicted by cyclones brought on by climate
change.
Mangila Kilifi is from Kiribati. She is in the second year of study for a Bachelor of Commerce in Tourism and Hospitality Management at the
University of the South Pacific in South Tarawa and wants to improve her “skills and knowledge and develop the experience and confidence for
advocacy and leadership.”

Erietera Aram, Mangila Kilifi, Saineta Sioni, PCP Officer Maria Tiimon Chi-fang and Aso Ioapo visiting the Eraring Power Station.
Participants have visited Newcastle to see first-hand a mix of renewable and traditional energy suppliers.

KATEP highlights
When you come from islands which are only two metres above the sea at their highest point, where there are no mountains, let
alone hills and where your homes can be flooded by something as simple as a full moon induced king tide, the sight of Sydney's
headlands, rugged landscape and sprawling city and suburbs, can be awe inspiring.
The sheer size of Sydney must go some way to help explain Australia's and other developed nations use of energy to people from the Pacific
who largely rely on fuel-powered generators to provide power.
Consequently, a visit to Newcastle to introduce the KATEP participants to examples of Australia's power supply is an important part of the
program. They have seen first-hand a mix of renewable and traditional energy suppliers including Centennial Coal; a coal loader and port; the
CSIRO Energy Centre with its solar field and energy research hub; the Awaba Waste Management Facility and Eraring Power Station.
Kiribati and Tuvalu face serious threats from climate change: rising sea levels, increased intensity of cyclones in Tuvalu and, for Kiribati,
increased number of cyclones for this island archipelago which has been in the doldrums, a non cyclone region, for the previous centuries;
surprisingly, they are experiencing increased droughts, coastal erosion,
contamination of underground water and an increase in water borne diseases such as dengue fever.

The Pacific Calling Partnership team with their Pacific Island guests Front row: Saineta, Mangila and Maria; Back row left Jill Finnane, centre
Erietera and right centre Aso beside Ellie Johnston. The Pacific island delegates advocated strongly for clean energy by telling their personal
stories of the impacts of #climatechange to members of Newcastle environmental groups. Newcastle is one of the biggest coal ports in the
world. Coal mining and usage is the cause of so much anxiety to young people of the Pacific.

Aso Ioapo at Newcastle Port. KATEP is coordinated by the Pacific Calling Partnership with the Edmund Rice Centre, the Kiribati
Climate Action Network (KiriCAN) and the Tuvalu Climate Action Network (TuCAN).

Mangila Kilifi and Saineta Siori at the coal loader.

Lessons from the Newcastle visit

Singing is a powerful method of telling a story: Erietera on guitar with Maria, Mangila, Saineta and Aso singing at Centennial Coal.
Their voices brought staff out of their offices and into the meeting room - there was not a dry eye.
People in the Hunter Valley and Newcastle region are justifiably worried about their jobs. There is an awareness that coal-fired power
stations do not have a long term future, and efforts are being made to reduce their carbon emissions - but what will workers do if the coal
mines are shut down or reduced? The answer is, move into sustainable industries such as renewable energy.
There is recognition that the skills workers have developed in the coal industry could be transferred into renewable energy jobs.
The kind of jobs available in the renewables sector could be filled by people from the coal industry.
The CSIRO Energy Centre with its solar field and energy research hub demonstrate the tremendous development in renewables and
research.
Renewable energy is poised to expand, business understand the potential and are conducting their own research.
Government policies actively supporting such development would lead to a growth in renewable energy, business and work opportunities,
creating a just transition from carbon-reliant energy to renewable energy.
Click on this link to hear Erietera and Maria speak with ABC Newcastle Morning presenter Jenny Marchant:
https://soundcloud.com/user-500555957/pacific-climate-activists-in-newcastle-interview-with-abc-radio

Pacific Stories - Courageously Encountering God in Climate Change

You are invited to this special KATEP event to meet Aso, Erietera, Mangila and Saineta on Thursday 11 May from 2.00 - 4.00pm.
Pacific Stories - Courageously Encountering God in Climate Change - is an open invitation to all. The young leaders from Kiribati and
Tuvalu will share stories from the Pacific Islands; Fr Claude Mostowik and Rev Sef Carroll will speak on spirituality and climate change.
Thursday 11 May from 2.00pm - 4.00pm at Edmund Rice Centre, 15 Henley Rd, Homebush West
Please forward this invitation to others and RSVP to the ERC on 8762 4200

Call for help
Do you have a spare or unused smart phone?
Dr Usha Harris, a communications lecturer at Macquarie University, is running a media training session for KATEP to teach the participants
how to harness the power of social media. It would be a great help if each participant had a smart phone to use during her session.
We are asking for donations of mobile smart phones in good working order which will be donated to the students to take back to Kiribati
and Tuvalu.
If you can donate a smart phone, email Jill Finnane at jillf@erc.org.au or on 8762 4200. Clear your personal data and remove your Sim/SD
cards. To clear your data go to Privacy & Security then Backup and Reset and do Factor Reset. Alternatively take it to your nearest mobile retail
shop and ask for assistance.
Below: Rosa Ochoa, Mangila Kilifi and Dr Usha Harris at the Edmund Rice Centre

The Turnbull Government is launching two reviews in the next two years to decide whether our emission reduction targets and policies are
strong enough to tackle climate change.
That's why we need to make our voices for climate justice heard.
Together with organisations from across Australia including Micah Australia and Caritas Australia, the Pacific Calling Partnership is inviting our
supporters to work with their local communities to gather signatures, on paper, for a giant Community Climate Petition.

We are looking for people to help us collect signatures for the Community Climate Petition. If you are able to help collect signatures , you can let
us know here.
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