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Welcome to the November issue of the PCP newsletter which reports in

pictures and words on the UN Climate Conference, COP 23, in Germany.

This newsletter also includes exciting news about the PCP's latest award

from the Australian Government and news of the appointment of one of

our KATEP graduates as an Ambassador for Caritas Oceania in launching

its latest report.      

The United Nations Conference on Climate Change, COP
23, Bonn

COP23 has a clear objective: making progress for a successful, inclusive and

ambitious implementation of the Paris Agreement. The PCP delegation includes

representatives from Kiribati, Tuvalu and Australia which enables us to give you an

insider's view of the conference and how urgent is the call for action. 

 

      

PCP Delegates w ith Oliver Hasenkamp (German NGO) and His Excellency Anote Tong.
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Prime Minister of Fiji and COP23 President Frank
Bainimarana opened the conference with his speech We
must not fail our people

"Bula vinaka and welcome. From one of the most climate-vulnerable regions on

earth, I bring you the greetings of the Fijian people and all Pacific Islanders. And

our collective plea for the world to maintain the course we set in Paris."

Prime Minister Bainamarama asked the conference to "to commit ourselves to the

most ambitious target of the Paris Agreement - to cap the global average

temperature at 1.5 degrees Celsius over that of the pre-industrial age" and said

that was why Fiji "has been so determined to help build a Grand Coalition of

governments at every level, civil society, the private sector and faith-based

organisations. And to connect this effort to as many of the 7.5 billion citizens of the

planet as possible.

"The need for urgency is obvious. Our world is in distress from the extreme

weather events caused by climate change – destructive hurricanes, fires, floods,

droughts, melting ice, and changes to agriculture that threaten our food security.

All consistent with the science that now tells us that 2016 was a record year for

carbon concentrations in the atmosphere.

"All over the world, vast numbers of people are suffering – bewildered by the

forces ranged against them. Our job as leaders is to respond to that suffering with

all means available to us. This includes our capacity to work together to identify

opportunities in the transition we must make.

"We are not only bringing our Fijian Bula Spirit to Bonn with our cultural

performances. We hope to infuse these negotiations with the Pacific Talanoa

Spirit of understanding and respect. Because the only way for every nation to put

itself first is to lock arms with all other nations and move forward together."

Copy this link to your search engine to find news and speeches from

COP23:   https://cop23.com.fj/news

Our People, Our Land, Our Future

A side event at COP23 was held at the German Development Institute's

Interconnection Zone in Bonn. The panel discussion Our People, Our Land, Our

Future was organised by TuCAN (Tuvalu Climate Action Network) and moderated



by Phil Glendenning.  

It featured two outstanding climate action leaders, Tuvaluan Prime Minister Elene

Sopoaga and Anote Tong, the past president of Kiribati. Prime Minister Sopoaga said

“the absence of Ocean and climate change in the COP 23 agenda is a disappointment

while he affirmed that global warming must remain at 1.5 degrees or less, he further

added, “The survival of my people is at stake, therefore, the figures do not really matter –

the survival of my people is what is crucial at this point of time.”

Both Sopoaga and Tong recognised the need for much more action on mitigation -

putting in place mechanisms to cope with the changes wrought by climate change. They

also stressed that their countries are at the front line and climate change is not just about

economy: there is a need for recognition by developed countries that loss and damage to

their countries is occurring and has been caused by human-induced climate change and

therefore there is a great need for ambitious and urgent action.

Oliver Hasenkampat, from the NGO Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten Nationen

said the strong message of the Pacific leaders was that climate change is not about

figures, but about human lives, and that COP23 needs to deliver a strong outcome

ensuring hope for the must vulnerable Pacific countries - or as Prime Minister Sopoaga

termed it: "the outcome needs to be islandised!"

 

Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang, Anote Tong, Erietera Aram from Kiribati with Claude Mostowik Msc



Notes from Anote Tong speaking in Bonn
Let us not talk about 1.5, let us talk about reversing climate change. We can’t keep on

negotiating because nature doesn’t negotiate with us.

We can no longer be just national leaders. We all need to be global leaders.

I speak as an individual, as a grandfather and from my many years

involvement in this issue.

Things are not getting better and we must face the brutal reality - we will be submerged. 

what will happen to my grandchildren and everyone else's grandchildren?

They will not have a Kiribati – not just because of sea level rise – there

will be more storms like in 2015 which we experienced for the first time.

The islands will not be there to wait for the rising seal level.

Is the Paris agreement addressing this problem?  ‘NO’ because even cutting to

zero emissions everywhere, we will still go!

There has been no international commitment to providing a future for

low-lying nations.

 

Talanoa Space
This is the Talanoa Space at COP23 where people can come together to exchange

stories on climate change. People from the Pacific, Asia, Africa, Europe and the

Caribbean shared moving and personal stories:  

Increased storm activity destroying Pacific food crops and 'gardens,'  sea rise forcing

people to leave their homes, ocean warming leading to hurricanes or cyclones which

cripple entire countries, walls and fences built to block the free movement of people,

including climate migrants. These were just some of the heartbreaking stories we have



heard.  

 

From COP 23, a reflection on Loss and Damage from
climate change
by Jill Finnane

It took many years of persistent lobbying and insistence by Pacific Island Nations

and others most vulnerable to climate change to finally, in 2015, have Loss and

Damage given separate recognition in the Paris Agreement. Efforts have

continued since then to move Loss and Damage from concept to reality. One

hopeful sign is that there are many Side Events and strong discussions here at

COP23 that are

focusing on developing clear principles and practical options to inform

the climate negotiations. Though still in many ways vague, Loss and

Damage seems to now be taken as a given in all the negotiations and Side

Events.

UN processes often seem difficult, slow and clumsy with some people

left wondering how the processes provided by the UN for academic and

civil society contributions at the COPS can influence what happens at the

main negotiations. The story of Loss and Damage moving from way out on

the edges to becoming main stream is a good example of how these

processes work.

On Saturday, a book was launched which summarises many of the

discussions and things that need to be better addressed. Six key points raised by

the book are:



1.   Evidence shows that adaptation limits are close to or already being

breached in diverse locations globally signalling urgency for the Paris

ambition to strongly cut emissions.

2.    Research insight is informing legal cases on compensation and on

support for risk management. The science itself is not about blame, but

about better understanding of drivers of change and informing actions to

avert, minimise and address losses and damages.

3.    The justice dimension is of fundamental importance. Compensatory and

distributive justice considerations can be integrated and jointly need to

see further attention.

4.    Comprehensive risk analysis can help help to identify Loss and

Damage options such as risk management and cure.

5.    Insurance is one instrument that has received much discussion here

at COP23 in the hope that it can be used to help prevent and cure Loss and

Damage. Insurance needs to be based on mutuality, solidarity and

accountability.

6.    Collective ambition, mutual benefits and the role of transformation

all need to be emphasised in the Loss and damage debate.

Erietera and Maria



PCP delegates Erietera, Kuata, Maria and Vasitit

Australian Government Awards PCP a Fellowship Grant
The Edmund Rice Centre is pleased to announce the success of its funding

application to the Australian Government for its Awards Fellowships Program for

2017-18. The Grant will allow the PCP to run, for the first time, a Fellowship

leadership training program entitled ‘Resilient leaders: Leading in challenging

contexts’.

We will be bringing eight leaders from Kiribati (four from NGO’s and four

educators) to Australia for an 8-week academic program which will begin in late

January. The Program is structured around academic modules, placements and

in-country work plans and aims to strengthen Fellows leadership capabilities

through thought-provoking perspectives. This is a great opportunity to strengthen

leadership in Kiribati and for the ERC and particularly the PCP to be involved in

such a program.

 

Turning the tide: Caritas State of the Environment for
Oceania 2017 report
 

Erietera Aram, a PCP KATEP graduate from Kiribati, launched the Caritas

OCEANIA report Turning the tide on Thursday 2 October. Erietera was in

Australia before joining the PCP delegation to COP 23 in Bonn. 

Caritas leaders from across the Pacific region used the report to highlight the



widespread disruption to coastal peoples caused by rising sea-levels,

flooding, erosion and the abuse of ocean resources.

Turning the tide is a sobering message from communities living at the sharp

edge of climate change and environmental degredation. It tells of rising water

tables, salt seeping into groundwater, poisoned fish and dying mangroves. "We

have never seen those things happening" says George Alabeni, a Caritas partner

in the Solomon Islands. 

The impact across Oceania is indicated as ‘severe’ in this annual risk

assessment that was started in 2014 by Caritas members in Aotearoa New

Zealand, Australia, Tonga, Samoa and Papua New Guinea in consultation with

local communities.

The effects of environmental factors preventing access to safe food and water are

judged to be ‘high’. This includes extreme weather events and aggressive land

use such as mining, logging and palm oil plantations, which adversely impact

people’s food and clean water supplies.

The report criticises the current inadequate quantity and quality of climate

financing – the money made available to assist developing countries feeling the

brunt of climate change.

Erietera, 28, is from Tarawa, Kiribati and is a volunteer coordinator for the

International Coastal Cleanup in Tarawa. He has a certificate in Ocean Resources

Management and has been an active leader of the coastal clean-up. “I have two

children, a son and daughter. Every year my wife and I talk about leaving Kiribati

and moving to another country, to give our children more opportunities. But we and

our children are i-Kiribati, Kiribati is our home, it has our language, traditions,

culture and we don’t want to lose it.”

Copy this link for Turning the tide, Caritas State of the Environment Report 2017

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/State%20of%20the%20Envri

onment%20for%20Oceania%202017%20report_0.pdfthe State of the

Environment for Oceania 2017 report,

 



                    “No country or people are immune to the impacts of climate change. There is

no negotiating with nature on how it should respond to the abuses we continue to pile

upon her fragile system. The diversity of the landscapes for which New Zealand and

Australia are so blessed and the source of their unique beauty are without doubt being

threatened."                                                                                                                        

       Anote Tong
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