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The Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) is an initiative of the Edmund 
Rice Centre for Justice and Community Education (ERC) and began 
in 2006 in response to Pacific Island calls for solidarity in the face of 
climate change. PCP is committed to collaborating with our island 
neighbours, to communicate and amplify their climate change 
messages both within Australia and internationally. 

PCP seeks out and provides opportunities for Pacific Islanders to tell 
their stories and promote understanding of the impacts of climate 
change on their homelands. Small island nations do not have the 
resources to counter the negative impacts of climate change and 
look to nations like Australia for solidarity and support.

About The Pacific Calling 

Partnership
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Due to COVID-19 international border restrictions 
persisting throughout 2021, PCP was once again 
unable to run its annual Kiribati-Australia-Tuvalu 
Exchange Program (KATEP). However, 2021 saw PCP 
launch our Australian Pasifika climate leadership 
and mentoring program in Western Sydney at the 
Emerton Catholic church hall in Mt Druitt.

This program was specifically designed by PCP for 
members of the Pacific Islander community residing 
in Western Sydney. Former PCP Coordinator Jill 
Finnane, Project Officer Monique Gooch and Pacific 
Outreach Officer Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang delivered 
the training component of the program to 13 
participants, including three from Kiribati, three from 
Samoa, one from the Cook Islands, one from Tuvalu 
and one from Fiji/Tonga. 

At the end of two days of intense training, 
participants chose a climate advocacy project  
and worked on this project for six weeks, during 
which PCP ensured that mentoring was available  
to each participant. 

The diverse projects carried out by course 
participants were inspirational and exciting and 
each group or individual presented their project 
on the day of their graduation in June 2021. More 
information is available in our 2021 Pasifika Climate 
Leadership Program Report.  

We thank Climate Action Network Australia (CANA) 
for their funding support.

Key PCP Activities 2021

Participants on their graduation day

Pasifika Climate Leadership Program  
— Western Sydney

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/erc/pages/287/attachments/original/1629690543/Pasifika_program_report_2021.pdf?1629690543
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/erc/pages/287/attachments/original/1629690543/Pasifika_program_report_2021.pdf?1629690543
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Gordon presenting his project

At their graduation in June 2021, Lucy (bottom left) presented her booklet of Pasifika-inspired poems while 
Maneapa and Ralph (bottom right) presented the t-shirts they had produced and sold to inspire people to 
take climate change seriously and highlight that Pacific Islanders are resilient and will continue fighting the 
climate crisis. 
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In 2021, PCP organised two major webinars which 
were well attended, engaging hundreds of supporters 
across the world, and can be viewed here.

1st Webinar (17 September 2021: COP26, Climate 
and the Pacific: The Cry of Earth, A Call to Action

In the lead-up to the United Nations Conference 
about Climate Change in Glasgow in November 
2021 (COP26), PCP organised a zoom webinar with 
four Christian leaders who spoke powerfully on how 
climate change is affecting people in the Pacific. 

Archbishop of Suva Peter Chong

Rev. Moderator Elect Uniting Church NSW/ACT Rev. Faaimata 
(Mata) Havea Hiliau

General Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches  
Rev James Bhagwan

Bishop of Parramatta Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen 
OFM Conv DD STL

Rev. Mata Havea Hiliau concluded her presentation by saying: “We are all called to listen to the Cry of the Earth 
and to work together, collaboratively and ecumenically to save every creature on this Earth and humanity.”

Community Outreach in Australia 

https://www.erc.org.au/webinars
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2nd Webinar (25 November 2021): COP26 Wins/
Losses and What these mean for future climate 
advocacy

This webinar was organised in the aftermath of 
COP26 and focused on the implications of the 
COP for climate advocacy in the Pacific. Speakers 
included COP26 Fiji Negotiator on loss and damage 
Ms Siobhan McDonnell, Mr Maina Talia (Tuvalu 
Climate Action Network), Ms Iemaima Vaai (Pacific 
Conference of Churches Secretariat) and Mr 
Lavetanalagi Seru (Pacific Islands Climate Action 
Network). 

The speakers’ rich individual sharings from COP26 
highlighted the complexity of the issues involved. ERC 
Director Mr Phil Glendenning chaired the meeting 
and concluded with two powerful messages:

1. The power of the Pacific voice on the global stage 
is absolutely fundamental to fighting the climate 
crisis.

2. Our partnership with Pacific Islander voices 
continues to be vital to climate action as we 
mobilise, campaign and prepare to move forward. 

New PCP Volunteers

In March, PCP welcomed a new volunteer, Ms Tosy 
Tataua. Tosy is a young woman from Kiribati residing 
in Australia temporarily. Tosy is passionate about 
the issue of the climate crisis and is a graduate of 
our Pasifika Western Sydney climate leadership 
program. Tosy now spends one day a week with us 
and has a significant role as a Pacific Islander in the 
PCP team.

Campaign: Stand with Tosy

In October, ahead of COP26, Tosy wrote a letter to 
Australian leaders, including Prime Minister Scott 
Morison and Opposition leader Anthony Albanese, 
urging them to take powerful and urgent climate 
action. Tosy’s plea was part of our work to amplify 
the voices of the I-Kiribati people and other Pacific 
Islanders who are being personally affected by the 
impacts of climate change. Click on the link below for 
details of this campaign: erc.org.au/stand_with_tosy

https://www.erc.org.au/stand_with_tosy
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Media

In April, the Edmund Rice Centre joined a number of 
other Australian and Pacific organisations to call on 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison to ramp-up 
climate action ahead of the Biden climate summit. 
The result was a full-page advertisement titled 
“Save the Pacific, Save the World” published in the 
Australian Financial Review.

In August, in the wake of the latest report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the 
Edmund Rice Centre, alongside a number of other 
Australian organisations, published a full-page 
advertisement in the Sydney Morning Herald calling 
on the Australian government to move away from 
fossil fuels and cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
75% this decade.
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In October, Pacific Islanders in Australia and overseas cautiously welcomed the Morrison Government’s 
commitment to net-zero climate pollution by 2050.  See our Media Release here.

In the lead-up to COP26, PCP facilitated a number of interviews regarding Australia’s position on climate 
action.  Click here for example: ABC Radio

Media (cont’d)

https://www.erc.org.au/media_release_net_zero_emissions_by_2050_too_far_away_for_the_pacific
https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/pacificbeat/lukewarm-response-to-australias-climate-plan/13605176?fbclid=IwAR0koC7gnoJVP5Uye-AxRTBFCdQQeI6r0xJibiKABOdbajtEFL_IKxqPuQE
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COP26

In partnership with Greenpeace, PCP co-sponsored 
Mr Maina Talia to attend COP26 in Glasgow, 
representing his home island of Tuvalu. Thank you to 
the Brigidine Sisters for their financial contribution, 
which made this possible. 

To listen to Maina before his departure for COP26, 
click here. 

Maina was also interviewed by the ABC prior to his 
departure. Listen here. 

Resources

In the lead-up to COP26, PCP produced a school 
resource to help students advocate for climate 
action, particularly within the context of the Pacific. 
You can download this resource here.  

Report: Fairer Futures - Financing Global 
Climate Solutions

In October, Oxfam and ActionAid worked with 
the Edmund Rice Centre and a number of other 
organisations to publish a report titled Fairer Futures: 
Financing Global Climate Solutions. This report 
makes important recommendations about Australia’s 
climate finance contribution.  You can download this 
report here. 

PCP is deeply grateful for the support and 
assistance we received in 2021 from our volunteers 
and funders. PCP can only do this work because of 
the generous support we receive. 

We also extend a special thank you to our patrons 
for their ongoing support: 

• His Eminence Cardinal John Ribat (MSC) 

• Dr Richard A O’Brien; and 

• Hon. Dr Meredith Burgmann.

Fakafetai lasi, Kam bati n rabwa —  
Thank you very much

Words of gratitude

For further information about this report or to get 
in touch with us, please contact PCP Coordinator 
Corinne Fagueret at cfagueret@edmundrice.org

Further Information

https://www.facebook.com/PacificCallingPartnership/videos/4534918376563811
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/religionandethicsreport/maina-talia-helping-thy-neighbour-during-the-climate-crisis/13594438?fbclid=IwAR1f9gnrZSbYvGwqcGnYXH83Y8Q-ln-m5RMX-drc4cOZdCEjRnRGfo6aWss
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/erc/pages/44/attachments/original/1636683954/Reduced_School_Resource_for_PCP_with_picture_credit_for_front_page_image.pdf?1636683954
https://www.erc.org.au/fairer_futures_financing_global_climate_solutions?fbclid=IwAR0koC7gnoJVP5Uye-AxRTBFCdQQeI6r0xJibiKABOdbajtEFL_IKxqPuQE
mailto: cfagueret@edmundrice.org
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