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About the Edmund Rice Centre
OUR VISION

Our vision is of a just world where right relationships ensure that:

• The needs of the poor take priority over the wants of the rich;
• The freedom of the dominated takes priority over the liberty of the powerful; and
• The participation of marginalised groups - and of the marginalised earth itself - takes 

priority over the preservation of an order which excludes them.
 
OUR MISSION

Our mission is to work with those made poor and marginalised, to promote liberation 
from poverty and injustice, and to enable a world where the fullness of life is realised.

WHAT WE DO

Since our establishment in 1996, the work of the Edmund Rice Centre has focused on 
three main objectives:

• Raising awareness about the causes of poverty and injustice and the need for 
human rights to be respected and advanced;

• Advocating for the needs of groups who are systemically excluded locally and 
globally; and

• Promoting social action that engages people in the work for social change.

In realising that we cannot do everything, we have identified four priority areas of focus:

• Reconciliation and the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples;
• The rights of refugees and asylum seekers;
• The rights of the peoples of Oceania, especially those struggling for climate justice; 

and
• The rights of the Earth.

HOW WE WORK

We work to promote, protect and defend human rights, social justice and 
environmental justice through research, community education and awareness raising, 
advocacy and partnership building. 
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We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples of Australia as the traditional owners and custodians 
of the land. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside 
them for reconciliation and justice. We pay our respects to the 
Elders, past, present and future. As we take our next step we 
remember the first footsteps taken on this sacred land.



Chair’s Report
“Hope is not some wide-eyed 
optimism. From Goodooga to Kabul, 
from Kiribati to Iran, from the 
classroom to international climate 
conventions, from publications 
to pulpits to podiums, lives have 
been touched and new possibilities 
emerge.”

Having been associated with the 
Edmund Rice Centre since before its 
doors actually opened over 21 years 
ago, I still feel like something of a fraud 
writing my first report as Chair of the 
Board, given that I only took on the role 
late last year! Fortunately, there is no 
shortage of food for reflection in 2017’s 
achievements. 

As always, the Centre has punched 
above its weight, continuing to 
both advocate at local, national and 
international levels, and to provide direct 
support to those most in need - always 
in a partnership that builds capacity.

I’m sure that, like me, you ask yourself 
from time to time whether the slowness 
of change in society and the startling 
capacity of humanity to find new ways to 
wound itself and its planet doesn’t make 
the work of the Edmund Rice Centre, 
and other similar organisations simply 
a way to, as Dylan Thomas said,  “rage 
against the dying of the light”.  The next 
time you feel that way, I’d suggest you 
simply pick up this report and read it 
again.

Phil Glendenning’s Director’s Report not 
only warns us of the surrender that is 
cynicism, but reminds us of the deep 
wells of compassion and belief that exist 
among our fellow human beings. If Phil 
can still find hope here after all he has 
seen and done in his lifetime of work with 
the poor, the dominated and the 
marginalised, then we can confidently 
follow his example.

And this hope is not some wide-eyed 
optimism. How do I know? Because I 
have read the remainder of this report. 
From Goodooga to Kabul, from Kiribati 
to Iran, from the classroom to 
international climate conventions, from 
publications to pulpits to podiums, lives 
have been touched and new possibilities 
emerge. 

I commend this report to you. Take your 
time with it. If you are already a 
supporter of the Edmund Rice Centre - 
thanks, and well done. If you are not… 
why not? Find out how to connect on 
the last couple of pages of this report. I 
hope to see you some time.

Dr Michael Bezzina
Chair
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Director’s Report

When people talk about working for 
social justice and human rights, it can be 
very easy to get caught up in the jargon. 
People can look at you and say “what 
are you talking about?” We’re simply 
talking about treating people justly and 
according to their human dignity. 

2017 marked 21 years since the 
Edmund Rice Centre was established - 
our coming of age. As we marked this 
occasion, we were conscious of the fact 
that these are challenging times: where 
compassion is seen as a weakness, 
rather than our greatest civilising 
strength. As a result, the most vulnerable 
are losing out. 

It is very easy in times like this to turn 
cynical. To do so, however, would be 
a mistake, for we have long held that 
cynicism is simply an elegant form of 
surrender. 

Change for the good can and does 
happen. We just need people to believe 
it, and to take action. 

And these are days to be vigilant, to 
mobilise, to engage and to take action. 

With your support, we take action as 
an independent voice working with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, refugees and people seeking 
asylum, and our partners in the Pacific 
struggling for climate justice. 

As you read through these pages, it is 
clear how many good people are 
involved in, and support, the work of the 
Centre. 

We began in 1996 with one person in a 
single office in Balmain. We now have a 
Centre at Homebush West, and a team 
of over 20 staff and volunteers. Our 
projects link us with people and 
communities in Australia and around the 
world. 

At its heart, the Centre is a place of 
relationships. Thank you for being a part 
of our ongoing story - you have made 
our work possible.

Phil Glendenning AM
Director

“It is very easy in times like this to 
turn cynical. To do so, however, 
would be a mistake, for we have 
long held that cynicism is simply an 
elegant form of surrender. Change 
for the good can and does happen. 
We just need people to believe it, and 
to take action.”
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Reconciliation and rights for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians
Working and advocating with First Nations people is a major 
focus of ERC. Our approach is underpinned by our belief that 
Australia can only move forward as a country once we come 
to terms with the unfinished business of our history, ensuring 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians can 
take their rightful place in society. 

LET’S TALK

The Let’s Talk program was developed in 
the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland 
and London in 1997 amidst the climate 
of the Irish Peace Process. Since 1999 
we have been privileged to be hosted by 
Indigenous communities in North-West 
NSW.  

Our Let’s Talk immersions are run in 
partnership with Aboriginal communities in 
North-West NSW. They provide educators 
with the opportunity to develop a first-
hand understanding of traditional culture, 
spirituality and the quest for justice.
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2017 Let’s Talk EREA participants.

This program appeals to educational 
leaders who are interested in supporting 
the educational achievement of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander students and 
furthering Reconciliation in Australia. The 
programs also provide support for and 
empower Aboriginal communities.

Let’s Talk events have centred upon 
issues of peace and conflict, identity, 
human rights, socio-economic issues 
and Australian Aboriginal principles 
of reconciliation. Through the journey, 
elements of these issues arise through 
dialogue with locals and elders when 
visiting communities and places of 
significance to the Aboriginal people of 
north-west NSW. 
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The immersions, led by Cassandra 
Gibbs, involve journeying with others to 
learn about the Myall Creek Massacre 
near Bingara and the Freedom Rides in 
Moree. Participants also spend time in 
the  community of Goodooga and hear 
the stories of celebration and ritual beside 
the river in Brewarrina.

Let’s Talk Dhawunda

Let’s Talk Dhawunda took place from 
11 September to 15 September 
2017. The immersion was a three-way 
partnership the Edmund Rice Centre, 
Armidale Catholic Schools Office and the 
Indigenous communities of North-West 
NSW.

“The Let’s Talk experience has been life 
changing. I have a real sense of being 
at peace and a great sense of place, 
of seeing the spirituality of our land in 
a whole different way. This experience 
has been an awesome change for me” 
– Wendy Baker

Let’s Talk EREA

Let’s Talk EREA took place from 22 
October to 28 October 2017. The 
immersion was a three-way partnership 
the Edmund Rice Centre, Edmund Rice 
Education Australia and the Indigenous 
communities of North-West NSW. 

“I have come to the realisation that every 
day was an ‘aha moment’, from the young 
men teaching the children around the 
campfire to Bindy’s little ones learning to 
sing and count in language.  In between, 
the realisation of great wrong at the eerie 
massacre sight at Myall Creek, Auntie 
Noela’s resignation and disappointment, 
the power of Tom and Lachie and Bradley, 
the beauty of Goodooga, the desolation 
of Brewarrina. Finally, the power of Cassie 
and the fracturing of a race of people into 
a thousand pieces after colonisation. 
Since then, for many of us, they have 
been hidden in plain sight” - Fran Harding  

“The message Brad gave us was that it 
is okay to be ‘uncomfortable’ about what 
has happened. We can be uncomfortable 
and also honest – honest about what 
we have experienced and seen…It has 
been very profound and altered my 
perspective tremendously already. I am 
uncomfortable” – Jacinta Sheridan

Cassandra Gibbs with EREA teacher Matthew Herro.
Let’s Talk Dhawunda participants spent time at the site 

of the Myall Creek massacre.
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LET’S TALK DHAWUNDA
11-18 September 2017

LET’S TALK EREA
22-28 October 2017



RESILIENCE RESEARCH 
PROJECT

For Indigenous people, resilience is not 
just about individuals adapting to change 
or recovering from the impact of adverse 
change. It comes from Indigenous 
cultural revitalisation and recovery based 
on reclaiming Indigenous spirituality, 
Indigenous knowledge and practices 
and sense of communal and/or collective 
identity.

This process can lead to a broader 
understanding of the Indigenous social, 
political and economic situation resulting 
in Indigenous people creating and 
developing their own ways of achieving 
cultural revival and self-determination.

In October 2017, in partnership with Dr 
Darryl Cronin from the University of NSW, 
we launched a community project looking 
at Indigenous resilience. 

The aim of the project is to highlight

Indigenous led and initiated projects that 
deal with issues and challenges and to 
show how Indigenous people sustain 
their identity, culture and way of life. 
The outcome of the project is to draw 
out factors or principles of Indigenous 
resilience to show how Indigenous forms 
of resilience are important to Indigenous 
people in dealing with challenges and 
in pursuing their aspirations for self-
determination and cultural continuity.   

The project is being led by Br Jim D’Arcy. 
Jim has worked with the following projects 
as part of his research:

• Muurrbay Aboriginal Language and 
Culture Co-op, Nambucca Heads 
NSW;

• Winanga-Li Aboriginal Child and Family 
Centre Inc, Gunnedah NSW;

• The Ration Shed Museum, Cherbourg 
QLD;

• Barrambah Local Justice Group, 
Cherbourg QLD; and

• Dutton Park Men’s Shed, Brisbane 
QLD.

Senator Patrick Dodson with Let’s Talk consultant Cassandra Gibbs at the ERC 21st Dinner.
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Working with refugees and people 
seeking asylum
We continued partnering with refugees and people seeking 
asylum throughout 2017. At the heart of our work is a 
commitment to secure durable solutions for displaced 
people around the world. 

EMPOWERING PEOPLE IN 
THE COMMUNITY

Between September and December 
2017, we conducted a people-centred 
research project to identify gaps in 
the existing settlement process for 
refugees who arrived in Australia from 
Syria and Iraq as part of the 12,000 
place additional component of the 
Humanitarian Programme. 

Federal Government-funded support is 
available to newly arrived refugees from 
the moment they arrive in Australia, for 
a period of 12 months. However, our 
research has identified the importance 
of ongoing support and assistance 
to empower refugees to achieve their 
aspirations. Key issues identified include 
under-resourced settlement service 
providers, English language barriers, 
and challenges associated with English 
language classes and challenges finding 
employment. 

In November and December 2017, 
we commenced a pilot empowerment 
project to work with people with lived 
refugee experience from Syria and Iraq 
to help them identify their needs and 
aspirations through a series of one on

one mentoring sessions. We worked 
with 17 individuals, three Syrian and Iraqi 
community leaders, and one high school, 
and formed partnerships with four 
employment, education and business 
support organisations. As a result, we 
have linked 8 people to education and 
employment opportunities, through 
referrals to Thrive Refugee Enterprise, 
CareerSeekers and the Crows Nest 
Employability Workshop.

In 2018, we will continue our focus 
on empowering people with lived 
experience as refugees, with an added 
focus on human rights awareness. We 
will also publish a research report on the 
resettlement experience of Syrian and 
Iraqi refugees. 

Bassam Maaliki is selling “keys to belong” - a 
campaign that says “where I am, #uBelong”.  

To find out more visit: 
www.facebook.com/ubelonghere
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A BETTER WAY

In 2017, we continued our longstanding 
record of working with refugees and 
people seeking asylum for justice, 
through the media, online, publications 
and our partnership with like-minded 
organisations across the country.

Centre spokespeople regularly spoke 
out in the media about the need for 
more humane compassionate policies 
towards refugees and people seeking 
asylum. This included the urgent need 
to bring refugees on Manus Island and 
Nauru to safety in Australia, the Federal 
Government’s arbitrary deadline for 
people seeking asylum to complete 
protection applications and the Rohingya 
crisis.

We presented submissions the Senate 
Select Committe on Strengthening 
Multiculturalism, the review into the 
test for Australian Citizenship and the 
Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection’s review into Australia’s 
Humanitarian Programme. Copies of 
our submissions are available online 
at: www.erc.org.au/submissions_and_
research.

CASEWORK SUPPORT

We continued to provide casework 
support and assistance to refugees 
and to people seeking asylum. This 
included legal advice, assistance with 
accessing medical treatment, taxation, 
job applications, completing forms and 
general support. 

The Centre is a safe and welcoming 
place for many refugees and people 
seeking asylum. This ongoing support 
and communication is critical to ensuring 
refugees can live socially well connected 
lives in Australia. 

Phil Glendenning appealed to to the country’s history of leadership in accepting refugees at a media con-ference in Sydney. “Forty years ago when Australia faced a serious crisis with regards to refugees, we had a prime minister named Malcolm – Malcolm Fraser – and a leader of the opposition named Bill – Bill Hayden. Together they formed a bipartisan partner-ship to bring refugees to this country. Now we’re calling upon today’s Malcolm and today’s Bill to take a similar bipartisan stance and end this uncertainty of the refugees on Nauru and Manus Island.

The Guardian Australia, 3 February 2017

The director of the Edmund Rice Centre and president of the Refugee Council of Australia, Phil Glendenning, said the Aus-tralian government had a responsibility to ensure that people who had sought sanctu-ary in Australia were not returned to harm. “Make no mistake, if these people are sent back to Myanmar at this point in history, the Australian government is playing fast and loose with their lives.”

The Guardian, 19 September 2017

Advocates at the Edmund Rice Centre 

accused Mr Dutton of “yet another unfair 

and extreme attack” on refugees and 

asylum seekers. 

“Peter Dutton and the Turnbull government 

are deliberately making the process of 

applying for protection as difficult as 

possible,” the centre’s Dominic Ofner said.

The Sydney Morning Herald, 22 May 2017
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DEPORTED TO DANGER

While international law says people 
seeking asylum should not be sent 
to unsafe places, the Australian 
Government never finds out what 
happens to people to whom it denies 
protection. 

That is why ERC started the ‘Deported 
to Danger’ project. Our researchers 
have travelled to countries including 
Afghanistan, Syria, Turkey, Iran and Sri 
Lanka, to speak with people who have 
been denied protection in Australia. 

In 2017, research undertaken by Senior 
Research Officer, Farhad Arian, was 
used by lawyers and refugee advocates 
to stop the deportation of Afghan asylum 
seekers by the former Department of 
Immigration and Border Protection. 

Responsibility to Protect

In 2016, ERA researchers travelled to 
Afghanistan as part of the project. As 
a result of their research, in 2017, we 
published The Responsibility to Protect: 
Afghanistan’s current situation, drivers 
of migration and returnees experience. 
The report challenges Australia’s most 
recent deportations to Afghanistan and 
concludes that it would be impossible 
for Australian, European and other 
governments to guarantee the safety of 
Afghan returnees.

Afghanistan is facing significant 
challenges. The security situation 
has deteriorated substantially since a 
Memorandum of Understanding, which 
allows for the forcible deportation of 
Afghan citizens, was signed between 
Australia and Afghanistan in 2011.

The worsening security situation 
has increased the dangers faced by 
returnees. ERC researchers spoke 
with returnees who reported being 
targeted by the Taliban and other armed 
opposition groups, while others have 
since fled the country to Pakistan.

The report also raises concerns 
about those Afghans who have been 
convinced to return voluntarily. Australian 
Immigration officials may have even 
tricked one interviewee (Interviewee M) 
into signing a repatriation package –

“They [Australian immigration officials] 
said: “You can get support from IOM 
if you ask.” And I told them I just have 
$200. It’s all of my money.” They told 
me to ask them [the SERCO guards] 
about money. “You don’t have any 
money. What you want to do there in 
Afghanistan?” And when the SERCO 
guys came I asked them: “Can I get 
some money?” They said: “Yes. If you 
want, you can ask from IOM to give you 
money. We can organise that for you, if 
you want?” I say: “Yeah, please do that” 
(Page 65 of report).

The Centre’s researchers interviewed 
one returnee deported to Afghanistan 
from Australia, collected records of 
interviews of another Afghan man 
deported from Australia and interviewed 
two Afghan men who were rejected for 
asylum in Norway. Interviews were also 
conducted with experts from national 
and international development agencies.

For a copy of the report, visit: www.erc.
org.au/responsibility_to_protect.
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Experiences of Afghan refugees in 
Iran

Senior Research Officer, Farhad 
Arian, commenced research on the 
experiences of Afghan refugees in Iran. 
Farhad’s research is using a range of 
primary and secondary sources. A report 
will be available in early 2018.

A Well Founded Fear: 10 Years On

In December 2007, Phil Glendenning 
and a small documentary team were 
preparing to travel to Afghanistan, as 
part of the film, A Well Founded Fear. 
The film followed Phil’s search for people 
deported back to unsafe places by the 
Australian Government. In December 
2017 we held a special screening of 
the film, followed by a discussion about 
the current situation and what needs to 
be done to achieve justice for people 
seeking asylum in Australia and around 
the world. 

Thank you to ERC volunteer Stephen 
Langford for organising and promoting 
the event.

WORKING 
INTERNATIONALLY

ERC assisted our international 
partners Edmund Rice International 
and Franciscans International in the 
preparation of an NGO Alternative 
Report as part of the United Nations’ 
Human Rights Committee’s review of 
Australia. 

The Human Rights Committee is 
the body of independent experts 
that monitors implementation of the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights by its State parties.
The submission focuses on Australia’s 
treatment of refugees and people 
seeking asylum, with reference to 
articles. 3, 6, 7, 9 and 13 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

Download a copy of the submission 
at: www.erc.org.au/un_human_rights_
committee. 

Our Deported to Danger work throughout 2017 again concluded that it is not safe to return 
people seeking asylum to countries like Afghanistan.
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ASYLUM SEEKERS AND 
REFUGEES EDUCATION 
RESOURCE

In 2017, ERC produced the fourth 
edition of our free Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees Education Resource. The 
resource provides activities for students 
which are practical, engaging and 
focused on increasing awareness about 
human rights and advocacy. 

The resource offers 35 cross-curricular 
activities, adaptable to all year levels in 
secondary schools. Activities can also be 
used with primary classes, student with 
special needs and community groups. 

The resource can be accessed at: www.
erc.org.au/refugee_education_resource. 

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

Partnership and coalition building is 
vital if we are to successfully achieve a 
better way when it comes to Australia’s 
treatment of refugees and people 
seeking asylum. 

In 2017, we continued our close 
partnership with the Refugee Council 
of Australia, the national umbrella 
organisation for refugees and 
organisations and individuals who 
support them. 

We also continued working closely 
with the Horn of Africa Relief and 
Development Agency (HARDA). HARDA, 
which is based at ERC, works to unite 
refugees and migrants from Horn of 
Africa countries and to act as a strong 
and effective advocate for their issues 
and concerns. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

We have always had a firm faith that the 
Australian people - once all the truths 
are clearly on the table - will extend their 
empathy and compassion to the most 
vulnerable. 

Raising awareness about issues 
facing refugees and people seeking 
asylum was a priority for the Centre in 
2017. Staff and volunteers conducted 
31 presentations and workshops 
for schools and community groups 
throughout the year. Importantly, many of 
these included the voices of people with 
lived experience as refugees. 

In November we partnered with the 
Asylum Seekers Resource Centre to 
host a #RightTrack Community Action 
Workshop to empower people with skills 
to speak up for refugee rights. 



Pacific Calling Partnership
The Pacific Calling Partnership (PCP) is an eco-justice 
initiative of the ERC established in recognition of the impact 
of climate change on the peoples of Kiribati, Tuvalu, the 
islands of the Pacific and the planet as a whole. 

We are committed to listening to the 
people of the Pacific and collaborating 
with them in communicating their climate 
change message to the world. 

PCP facilitates links between concerned 
people in Australia and the Pacific 
Islands most vulnerable to the effects 
of climate change. The Earth Charter, 
the UN Human Rights Charter, Catholic 
Social Teaching and The Edmund 
Rice ethos underpin our Eco-Justice 
approach. 

PCP seeks out and provides 
opportunities for Pacific Islanders to tell 
their stories to promote understanding of 
the impacts of climate change on Pacific 
Island homelands.

KIRIBATI AUSTRALIA 
TUVALU EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM (KATEP)

KATEP 2017 was held from 29 April to 
13 May. Mangila Kilifi and Erietera Aram 
represented Kiribati, and Aso Ioapo and 
Saineta Sioni represented Tuvalu. The 
two week leadership, educational and 
justice program took place in Sydney.

It provided participants with training 
in climate change justice, leadership 
skills, storytelling and public speaking. 
It included a two-day visit to Newcastle, 
an outreach program to educate and 
strengthen Pacific connections around 
climate change, and opportunities to 
lobby key members of the Australian 
community. 

KATEP 2017 participants from Kiribati and Tuvalu hold coal collected from their visit to Newcastle.
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Workshops

The first week of the KATEP program 
was devoted to helping the participants 
adjust to their surroundings in Australia 
and providing education about the 
science of climate change, as well as 
practicing communication skills. 

Outreach program

The Outreach program gave participants 
opportunities to apply the climate 
change knowledge they have learnt 
and to practice their communication 
skills while further expanding their 
understanding of Australian culture, 
business, media and industry. They were 
able to experience the matters they 
had learnt in theory. The participants 
shared their stories and advocated for 
eco-justice with churches, politicians, 
industry, unions, schools, community 
groups and the media. 

Field Trip to Newcastle

The field trip enabled participants to 
see first-hand a mix of renewable and 
traditional energy suppliers. When you 
live on islands like Kiribati and Tuvalu that 
are, at most, just three metres above 
sea level and have no excess ground 
material to dig up, it was a shock to see 
giant heaps of coal ready for export and 
laden ships leaving port.

Outcomes

KATEP 2017 was a true exchange 
program. The PCP team gained valuable 
insights into the nature of climate change 
and Pacific culture. The participants 
made great strides in learning about 
climate change and in becoming strong 
leaders and advocates for their nations. 

Specific outcomes of KATEP 2017 for 
the participants included: their growth 
in self-confidence, improved fluency in 
English and increased cross cultural 
understanding; their knowledge of 
climate change; practice in team work; 
and the taking home of prepared 
materials, photos for presentations and 
power point presentations. 

Two graduates from 2017 – Aso 
Iaopo and Erietera Aram – were part 
of the PCP delegation at the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference 
in November, and Erietera  launched 
the Caritas Oceania report Turning the 
Tide in October. The report highlighted 
the widespread disruption to coastal 
peoples caused by rising sea-levels, 
flooding, erosion and the abuse of ocean 
resources.

Testimonies

“I just want to say a big thank you for 
all that you have done for us during the 
course and our stay with you. Everything 
has put more weight into our skills, 
knowledge and courage to fight for our 
country” - Erietera Aram

“KATEP was a great opportunity to come 
and learn a way that I can voice out the 
range of impacts of climate change on 
Tuvalu. It is especially important for me 
to show out to the world how we are 
suffering now. In Australia I have learnt 
how to talk to people, to face leaders 
and politicians, to tell them what is 
happening in my island. KATEP brings 
me hope that I can work for a better 
future for my people in Tuvalu, especially 
for the new generation, the children. 
It has empowered me how to do 
something for a better life for my country 
and children” - Aso Iaopo
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Mangila Kilifi from Kiribati dances at a community event 
hosted by the Edmund Rice Centre.

SNAPSHOTS FROM KATEP 2017
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“Thank you so much for giving the time 
you spent working with us as a good 
team, running the workshops and 
training. I am grateful and will fight for the 
future of my beautiful and lovely islands. 
If there are communities, schools, 
politicians and other people who want 
to come and visit our country to see the 
real impact of climate change, we will 
welcome them” - Mangila Kilifi

“I am very thankful to PCP for selecting 
us to be part of the program so I can 
learn more about climate change. Last 
week I went to a Newcastle coal mine 
and waste management centre and 
learnt that power stations burn coal. I 
want a future and a family, and now I 
have the skills and knowledge to take 
part in any workshops run about Climate 
Change” - Saineta Sioni

KATEP participants visited the CSIRO in Newcastle to learn 
more about renewable and clean energy.

Erietera Aram, Mangilia Kilifi and Saineta Sioni in front of a
coal terminal in Newcastle. 

KATEP participants met with Tim Ayres, the NSW Secretary of the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union.

KATEP participants led a workshop for students for schools in the Wollongong Catholic Diocese. 

Mangila Kilifi with Rosa Ochoa and Dr Usha Harris at a 
KATEP community event.



UN CLIMATE CHANGE 
CONFERENCE (COP 23)

The task of COP 23 was to find 
agreement on the finer details and ‘rules’ 
surrounding the Paris Agreement. 

It was important for PCP to take along 
a delegation. The team included young 
graduates from PCP’s KATEP program.  
Erietera Aram and Vasiti Tebemare from 
the Kiribati Climate Action Network 
(KiriCAN) and Aso Iapo and Kuata 
Taumaheke from the Tuvalu Climate 
Action Network (TuCAN),  Fr Claude 
Mostowik msc represented the  Inter-
congregational Voice on Climate Change 
in the Pacific; Maria Tiimon, Vincent 
Sicari, Jill Finnane and Phil Glendenning 
from the Pacific Calling Partnership.

The Talanoa space in the Bonn Zone 
was an effective space for sharing Pacific 
stories and all our islander delegates 
took the opportunity to share their 
stories there. Maina Talia from the Tuvalu 
Climate Action Network organised an 
inspiring and challenging event called 
Our People, Our Land, Our Future 
at which there was standing room only.  
Former President Anote Tong of Kiribati 
and Prime Minister Enele Sapoaga 
spoke most effectively and, with Phil 
Glendenning as moderator, there was 
lively discussion. 

Though still a long way off full 
recognition, Loss and Damage was 
taken more seriously in the negotiations 
and Side Events than at past COPs 
including some serious discussion 
of non-economic losses. Sadly, the 
final decision did not include plans for 
implementing Loss and Damage.
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In NGO discussions, there was an 
emphasis on the importance of 
Indigenous people in protecting land and 
the impact of climate change on women 
and children. The meeting agreed on a 
gender action plan.  We were pleased 
to see that there was greater evidence 
of youth leadership coming from the 
Pacific including the young people in our 
delegation. 

Talanoa (conversation) was the guiding 
process that Fiji, as chair encouraged. 
Nevertheless, many political games 
were at play with much blocking by big 
polluting nations such as Australia of the 
meaningful progress that was needed. 
The result of climate finance negotiations 
for long term finance was most 
disappointing with almost no progress 
on additional finance. 

PACIFIC CONGREGATIONS

The Inter-Congregational Voice on 
Climate Change and Pacific Islands is 
now in its third year. It was established 
and is coordinated by representatives 
of various religious congregations and 
organisations. Its purpose is to amplify 
the voice of Pacific Island nation peoples 
for climate justice as these nations face 
the damaging effects of climate change. 
Twenty-two religious congregations 
collaborate with PCP and regular 
meetings take place at the Edmund Rice 
Centre. In 2017, the Congregations ran a 
campaign inviting leaders to take a photo 
with a message saying “Climate Change 
is not a Joke - We need action now” and 
to share it on social media. Religious 
Sisters and Brothers, Priests, Bishops 
and Cardinals took part in the campaign. 
Visit: www.pacificclimatewatch.com.au/
wp/articles/campaign



EDUCATION

Workshops

Educating Australian communities 
about climate change in the Pacific 
is an important activity with the PCP 
conducting 11 community presentations 
and 10 school workshops in 2016.  

Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang, Jill Finnane and 
Vincent Sicari conducted workshops on 
a range of topics, including the impact 
of climate change on the lives of Pacific 
Islanders and ‘Indigenous Peoples’ Right 
to Education.’ 
                                    
Intern Involvement

We were delighted to host a number of 
interns in 2018: Connor Fair and Nate 
Palmer from the USA, Maria Rendon 
from Ecuador and Natasha Singh from 
India.

PCP sincerely thanks all our 
supporters, donors and partners 
and all our team, many of whom 
are volunteers. A special thanks 
to our Pacific Island partners 
and contacts. 

VISITS TO KIRIBATI

In February, ERC Director Phil 
Glendenning and PCP Project Officers, 
Ellie Johnston and Vincent Sicari, 
visited Kiribati. The delegation also 
included representatives from New 
Zealand’s P3 Foundation, a youth-
based NGO campaigning for sustainable 
development. 

In August, Phil led another delegation 
to Kiribati. The delegation included Dr 
Simon Bradshaw and Ula Majewski from 
Oxfam, Mike Bowers from The Guardian 
Australia, Dr Usha Harris from Macquarie 
University and Aso Ioapo from the 
Office for Peace and Justice with the 
Congregational Church of Tuvalu. 

The delegations were hosted by KiriCAN 
and met with representatives of the 
Kiribati Government, civil society and 
the Australian High Commission in 
Kiribati, as well as seeing climate change 
affected areas.Mike Bowers published 
a picture essay of his trip to Kiribati 
which is available online: https://www.
theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/23/
waiting-for-the-tide-to-turn-kiribatis-fight-
for-survival 

The Pacific Calling Partnership delegation and other Pacific delegates with the Prime Minister of Tuvalu Elene 
Sapoaga and former President of Kiribati Anote Tong at the UN COP 23 in Bonn. 



Edmund Rice Centre turns 21
2017 marked 21 years since the establishment of the 
Edmund Rice Centre – our coming of age. We held a series 
of events to commemorate the occasion and thank those 
who have made our work possible over the past 21 years. 

HIGH TEA OF 
APPRECIATION

In August we hosted a High Tea 
of Appreciation for individuals and 
organisations who have been strong 
supporters of the Centre over many 
years. There was an opportunity for 
people to reflect on their involvement 
with the Centre since 1996, and to 
discuss ways of continuing the work into 
the future. 

ANNIVERSARY GALA 
DINNER

In September 8 we held an Anniversary 
Gala Dinner at the Canterbury Hurlstone 
Park RSL Club. Over 400 friends and 
supporters attended the dinner. Father 
of Reconciliation, now Senator, Patrick 
Dodson gave the keynote address in 
which he spoke about his partnership 
with the Centre and the importance of 
our work. As Patrick said: “we are all 
labourers in the garden of justice.”
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Community Education
Throughout 2017 we continued our community education 
agenda to raise awareness about the cause of injustice in 
our society and the need for human rights to be respected 
and advanced. 
SCHOOLS AND 
COMMUNITY GROUPS

In 2017, ERC staff and volunteers 
travelled the country delivering 
presentations about human rights and 
social and environmental justice to 
schools, Church and community groups 
in New South Wales, South Australia, 
Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania. We 
hosted a Community Action Workshop 
on effective refugee advocacy and a 
Social Media Masterclass.

Our schools program continues to grow. 
In 2017, staff delivered presentations to 
over 50 schools.

ERC staff also presented at a number 
of in-services and professional 
development days for teachers across 
Australia. 

 

JUST COMMENTS

ERC continued our publication of 
Just Comment articles, which provide 
commentary on social justice, human 
rights and eco-justice issues. In 2017 the 
articles discussed housing affordability, 
the importance of non-violent resistance 
and the Rohingya refugee crisis. 

Just Comments can be accessed online 
at: www.erc.org.au/just_comment.

OUR GUIDE TO SURVIVING 
CHRISTMAS

In the lead-up to Christmas 2017, ERC 
published Surviving Christmas: How 
to Speak up for Social Justice this 
Christmas. The Guide was developed 
to help people respond to statements 
of misinformation about social justice, 
human rights and eco-justice issues 
during the festive and holiday season.

Many of us spend time at Christmas with 
people who like to recite what they hear 
on talkback radio or in the tabloid press, 
even if the statements are incorrect.
 
The Guide was designed to help people 
respond to these statements and speak 
up for social justice at Christmas.

The Guide can be accessed online at: 
www.erc.org.au/surviving_christmas.
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Phil Glendenning presenting to teachers from Waverley 
College in July. 
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International Engagement
Every global citizen is united by our common humanity and 
therefore we have an obligation to work for justice at an 
international level.  
DEMOCRACY FOR IRAN

ERC continued our partnership with 
Iranian democracy campaigners living 
in Australia. In June Phil Glendenning 
attended the ‘Free Iran’ rally in Paris. 
Close to 100,000 people attended the 
rally calling for freedom and democracy 
and an end to repression in Iran. 

Over 2,500 executions have been carried 
out in Iran in 3 years of the Rouhani 
regime, which is more than in any similar 
period in the past 25 years. 

While the Australian Government 
considers it safe to deport Iranian asylum 
seekers back to their homeland, the 
reality of the situation and first-hand 
accounts from human rights defenders 
paint a very different picture.

HUMAN RIGHTS SUMMER 
SCHOOL - UNIVERSITY OF 
MALTA

In July, Phil Glendenning was a lecturer 
at the University of Malta’s Mediterranean 
Academy of Diplomatic Studies ‘Human 
Rights Summer School.’ 

Diplomats, non-government organisation 
personnel, students, youth workers 
and teachers came together to explore, 
discuss and debate current issues and 
topics within human rights.  

EDMUND RICE 
INTERNATIONAL (ERI)

ERI is an NGO committed to working 
for people marginalised because of 
poverty, lack of access to education, 
legal status, environmental degradation 
or involvement in armed conflict. ERI 
has a presence at the UN in Geneva and 
New York. In 2017 we worked with ERI 
in the preparation of a submission to the 
Human Rights Committee’s review of 
Australia. 

80:20 EDUCATING & ACTING 
FOR A BETTER WORLD

In November, Dominic Ofner spent 
time with 80:20 Ireland, working with 
three schools in Bray on issues such 
as the Sustainable Development Goals, 
refugees and Reconciliation. 

Tony Daly (left) and Dominic Ofner (third from left) with studentsfrom Bray who are taking part in the 80:20 Let’s Talk program.
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Governance and Reporting
Edmund Rice Centre Services is an entity of Edmund Rice 
Services Limited. The Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and 
Community Education is an entity of the Trustees of the 
Christian Brothers.

GOVERNANCE 

The operations of the Centre are overseen by an Advisory Board. The Board works 
with the Centre in an advisory capacity on matters of policy, strategic planning, 
finances and future directions. In 2017 a new Advisory Board was  appointed:

Chair  Dr Michael Bezzina

Member Sharon Cooke   Member Matt Hawkins
Member Helen Kearins rsm  Member Brigid Jenkins
Member Tim O’Connor   Member Glen McLachlan
Member Jeff Regan cfc   Member Dr Wayne Tinsey

Ex Officio Member Phil Glendenning

The responsible entities of Edmund Rice Services Limited and the Trustees of the 
Christian Brothers are the members of the Oceania Leadership Team (OLT) of the 
Christian Brothers. In 2018, a new body, Edmund Rice Ministries Oceania will also be 
established to assume much of the responsibility of the OLT.

STATEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE

While inspired by Catholic Social Teaching and the Charism of Blessed Edmund Rice, 
we develop and pursue our own independent community education, advocacy and 
action agenda. 

REPORTING

Edmund Rice Services Limited and Trustees of the Christian Brothers are registered 
with the Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission and prepare and lodge 
audited financial statements on a calendar year basis. The reports can be accessed at:

Edmund Rice Services Limited: https://bit.ly/2qGuj2W
Trustees of the Christian Brothers: https://bit.ly/2H9Z1Mi 
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Thank You & Acknowledgements
Trusts and 
Foundations

Dick and Pip Smith 
Foundation

Edmund Rice Foundation

Fitzer Lacy Trust

John Wallis Foundation

Mercy Foundation

The Reg Maher Family 
Foundation

Higher Education 
Partners

Broken Bay Institute - 
The Australian Institute of 
Theological Education

Dr Darryl Cronin, University of 
NSW

Dr Jack Frawley, University of 
Sydney

Dr Usha Harris, Macquarie 
University

Dr Sashi Sharma, Australian 
Catholic University

Dr Donna Vaughan, 
University of NSW

School Education 
Partners

Bede Polding Catholic 
College, South Windsor

Brigidine College, Randwick

Brigidine College, St Ives

Catherine McAuley College, 
Westmead

Catholic Education Office, 
Diocese of Wollongong

Catholic Schools Office, 
Armidale

Christian Brothers’ High 
School, Lewisham

Edmund Rice Education 
Australia

Edmund Rice College, 
Wollongong

Hennessy Catholic College, 
Young

Loreto College, Normanhurst

Marist Brothers College, 
Eastwood

Mary MacKillop College, 
Wakeley

Mercy College, Chatswood

Monte Sant’Angelo Mercy 
College, North Sydney

Mount St Benedict College, 
Pennant Hills

Our Lady of Mercy College, 
Burraneer

Our Lady of Mercy College, 
Parramatta

Parade College

Ryde Secondary College

Santa Sabina College, 
Strathfield

St Aloysius College, Milson’s 
Point

St Augustine’s College, 
Sydney

St Bernard’s College, 
Essendon

St Dominic’s College, 
Kingswood

St Edward’s Colllege, 
Gosford

St Francis de Sales Regional 
College, Leeton

St Joseph’s College, Geelong

St Mary’s Cathedral College, 
Sydney

St Patrick’s College, 
Strathfield

St Pius X College, 
Chatswood

St Virgil’s College, Hobart

Waverley College

Community Partners 
and Supporters

Albury Uniting Church 
Committee

APHEDA - Union Aid Abroad

Ashfield Catholic and 
Community Club

Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre

Australian Religious 
Response to Climate Change



Australian Supporters of 
Democracy in Iran

Caritas Australia

Catholic Archdiocese of 
Adelaide

Catholic Diocese of Ballarat

Catholic Diocese of Broken 
Bay

Catholic Diocese of 
Parramatta

Catholic Social Services 
Victoria

Catholics in Coalition for 
Justice and Peace

Canterbury Hurlstone Park 
RSL Club

Catholic Mission

Christian Brothers Oceania 
Province

Cistercian Monks

Climate Action Newcastle

CLRI NSW

Columban Fathers

CSIRO Energy Centre, 
Mayfield West

Daughters of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart

De La Salle Brothers

Discalced Carmelite Nuns

Dominican Sisters of Eastern 
Australia and the Solomon 
Islands 

 

Presentation Sisters Wagga 
Wagga 

Presentation Sisters Western 
Australia

Refugee Council of Australia

Romero Centre Brisbane

Romero Community Adelaide

Salesian Sisters

Sisters of Charity of Australia

Sisters of Mercy Brisbane 
Congregation

Sisters of Mercy North 
Sydney Congregation

Sisters of Mercy Parramatta 
Congregation

Sisters of St Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart

Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan

Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd

St Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, Wahroonga

St Bakhita’s Centre

St Patrick’s Catholic Church, 
Church Hill

St Vincent de Paul Society

The Rotary Club of Cowra

The Rotary Club of West 
Wollongong

#uBelong Here

UnitingWorld

Dominican Sisters of North 
Adelaide

Faithful Companions of Jesus

Franciscan Friars

Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary

Good Samaritan Sisters

Holy Name of Mary Catholic 
Parish, Hunters Hill

Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters

Horn of Africa Relief and 
Development Agency

Independent Education 
Union NSW/ACT Branch

Institute of Sisters of Mercy 
of Australia & Papua New 
Guinea

Knights of the Southern 
Cross

Lake Macquarie City Council

Little Company of Mary

Marist Brothers

Marist Missionary Sisters

Marist Sisters

Micah Australia

Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart

Oxfam Australia

Passionist Fathers

Pax Christi

Presentation Sisters 
Queensland
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International Partners

Pelenise Alofa

Claire Anterea Tangaroa

Edmund Rice International, 
Geneva

Kiribati Climate Action 
Network

Mediterranean Academy of 
Diplomatic Studies, University 
of Malta

Pacific Island Climate Action 
Network

P3 Foundation, New Zealand

Colm Regan

Tuvalu Climate Action 
Network

80:20 Educating & Acting for 
a Better World

Individual Partners

Jan Barnett

Ray Brennan

The Hon Dr Meredith 
Burgmann

Fr Rahal Dergham

Senator Patrick Dodson

The Hon Michael Finnane QC

Cassandra Gibbs

Danny Gilbert

Mark Isaacs

Paul Lane

Bassam Maaliki

Martin Reusch

Mohammad Sadeghpour

Corporate Supporters

Afterglow Film Production 
and Michael Power

DBM Consultants Pty Ltd

Carroll and O’Dea Lawyers

Gilbert + Tobin

Nowhere Famous Graphic 
Design

Uptown Communications

Varcoe Enterprises Pty Ltd

Thank you to our 
generous individual 
donors. Our work is 
only possible because 
of the ongoing support 
we receive from people 
across Australia. 

Our sincere thanks to 
the many volunteers 
and interns who have 
dedicated hours 
supporting the work of the 
Centre. Our work would 
not be possible without 
your tireless contribution. 
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How you can help
The Edmund Rice Centre’s work in 2017 was made possible 
as a result of the generous contributions and ongoing 
commitment of many. Our ability to defend, protect and 
promote human rights is dependent on the generosity of our 
supporters. 

There are many ways you 
can offer your support

• Make a donation - you can choose 
to support a specific project area of 
interest.

• Leave a gift in your Will that will 
help support our work into the future. 
For a confidential discussion or more 
information, please call 

     (02) 8762 4224.
• Become a Justice Partner with a 

regular monthly gift.
• Give through your pay, by setting 

aside an amount of your choice from 
each pay cycle.

Donation options

Online (via credit card):

www.erc.org.au/donate

Phone (via credit card):

(02) 8762 4200

By cheque:

Make cheque payable to Edmund Rice 
Centre Services (for tax deduction) or 
Edmund Rice Centre for Justice (for no 
tax deduction).

By bank transfer/EFT:

Edmund Rice Services Limited (for tax 
deduction)
BSB: 064 000
Account Number: 13084234

Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and 
Community Education:
BSB: 062 320
Account Number: 10391503

Stay connected

Stay connected to hear the latest news, 
new projects, events and outcomes we 
are achieving

 @ Sign up for our eNewsletter at:  
 www.erc.org.au/get_involved

 @EdmundRiceCentre

 @ERCAus



Contact us

Phone: (02) 8762 4200

Fax: (02) 8762 4220

Email: erc@erc.org.au

Web: www.erc.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/EdmundRiceCentre

Twitter: www.twitter.com/erc_syd

In-Person: 15 Henley Road, Homebush West NSW

Mail: LPO Box 2219, Homebush West NSW 2140

Edmund Rice Centre Services
ABN 20 067 072 726

Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and 
Community Education

ABN 64 066 939 786


