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DIGITAL DISCRIMINATION
AND CENSORSHIP

Sex workers face systemic discrimination
online. Their content is often removed,
accounts are suspended or shadowbanned,
and they're denied access to essential digital
services. Platforms flag their posts as
nexplicit" even when they are educational or
non-sexual, leading to invisibility, income
loss, stigma and deterioration of mental
health. Sex workers’ rights organisations’
accounts are deleted by social media
platforms without explanation. Racialised
and gender non-conforming sex workers are
impacted by these discriminatory policies
the worst.

Financial services and payment processors
routinely de-platform sex workers (remove
their content or delete their accounts)
without warning, locking them out of their
earnings. These harms largely stem from
hidden algorithms, unclear and discrimina-
tory content policies, and the criminalisation
of sex work. The result? A digital ecosystem
that erases, punishes, and marginalises sex
workers while claiming to uphold
“community standards”.




