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Gender equality and safety campaigning group Fair Agenda have declared that new data on
sexual violence at universities provides evidence that both universities and the Morrison
Government are failing student survivors.

The new National Student Safety Survey data shows 4.5% of students have been sexually
assaulted since starting uni. And despite years of survivor advocacy around the harm of poor
university responses, more than half of students don’t know where to report. Of those students
who did report to their university a third were dissatisfied with the response they received.

“Today’s data makes clear that too many universities are still failing in their prevention and
response to sexual violence. It’s an indictment of our universities; and also of the federal
government.”  said Renee Carr, Executive Director of Fair Agenda.

“Survivors, student leaders and advocacy groups have been speaking out about sexual violence
at universities and residential colleges for decades. They’ve been raising concerns since before
#MeToo, and we’re still not seeing appropriate action - from universities, or from the federal
government who have been content to leave it to universities to handle.” she added.

“The federal government should be making sure the institutions they’re funding are held
accountable for ensuring safe environments, and they should have been doing it years ago.
Former Education Minister Tehan was happy to tell universities what to do when it came to
freedom of speech, but he actively decided against taking action for student safety. In 2018 he
shelved a plan for an independent Taskforce to hold universities accountable for failures on
student safety, which his predecessor Minister Birmingham had approved.” Ms Carr said.

In November 2018, when the removal of Prime Minister Turnbull led to a Cabinet reshuffle, a
Taskforce on university sexual assault that was about to be announced by then Education
Minister Birmingham was shelved by Minister Tehan. The proposal had been brought by
survivor, students and safety advocates and would have provided accountability for universities
who failed to take appropriate action to address sexual violence.

“The Morrison Government’s failure to act in this area means there is still no mechanism to
effectively hold universities accountable for compromising student wellbeing. If universities
aren’t providing a safe environment, as the NSSS data suggests, they need to be held
accountable. Under the Morrison Government’s leadership universities have been pushed on
freedom of speech; but not on this massive student safety issue. It speaks to a concerning order
of priorities.” said Ms Carr.

https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/policy-submissions/safety-wellbeing/nsss/?fbclid=IwAR1qjSvwXD2ZkVrihbYe5CIuXxn_mOpFn2cA4gzhMJ0Bi8jkAwQLac4JI50
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/we-were-so-close-education-minister-shelves-sexual-assault-taskforce-for-universities-20181122-p50hke.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/we-were-so-close-education-minister-shelves-sexual-assault-taskforce-for-universities-20181122-p50hke.html
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/we-were-so-close-education-minister-shelves-sexual-assault-taskforce-for-universities-20181122-p50hke.html


The National Student Safety Survey shows 4.5% of students sexually assaulted since they
started uni; 53% knowing nothing or very little about how to report; and 43% knowing nothing or
very little about where to seek support or assistance.

“That’s thousands of predominantly young women having their educations and the opportunities
associated with that potentially derailed by the violence perpetrated against them, and further by
the inadequate response by the institution that should be supporting them.” added Ms Carr.

She said: “Universities have known about the scale of sexual violence being experienced by
students for years. Advocates have spoken up time and time again about the need for better
responses - so that university processes aren’t re-traumatising survivors, and the impacts of
sexual violence don’t force students out of their education. Years later, why on earth don’t
survivors know where to find support?”

University responses today are eerily similar to those announced in 2017, which these results
show have made a minimal difference to student safety. The kind of in-house, superficial PR
focused announcements we’ve seen time and time again don’t cut it. Universities need to be
investing in work with sexual violence experts to deliver comprehensive and evidence-based
prevention and responses to this violence. And we need governments to drive monitoring and
accountability to make sure changes are being delivered.”

“National analysis conducted by Fair Agenda between 2017 - 2020 shows that too many
residences still aren’t involving experts in their training to prevent sexual violence. Before the
pandemic hit, of the 234 residences housing university students, only 47 were involving a sexual
assault service in training all of their students.”

“Expert-led training on sexual violence prevention would include content on how to be an ethical
bystander. This new data shows that less than half of students who were bystanders to sexual
assault did anything when they became aware. 24% of those students said they didn’t know
what to do.”

“Young people deserve clear and frank education that helps them understand how to ethically
navigate relationships, and to recognise and challenge unacceptable or coercive behaviour.
They need training that will actually change behaviour and prevent abuse. That means
expert-led content. People who aren’t appropriately trained to engage students on these issues
can do more harm than good.”

“There still aren’t any easily identifiable consequences for universities and residences who fail to
provide a safe environment, or make sure students’ educations aren’t derailed by violence.
That’s on the federal government.” Ms Carr concluded.

https://www.fairagenda.org/residences_survey_compare
https://www.fairagenda.org/residences_survey_compare


Stats from today’s National Student Safety Survey

● 4.5% of students have been sexually assaulted since starting university (See: National
Snapshot)

● 5.6% of students who were sexually assaulted made a formal complaint to their
university  (See: National Snapshot)

● 53.6% of students knew nothing or very little about the formal reporting process at their
university for sexual assault  (See: National Snapshot)

● 43.5% of students knew nothing or very little about where to seek support or assistance
from their university for sexual assault. (See: National Snapshot)

● Of the students who were sexually assaulted who sought support from their university,
33.8% said they were disatisifed. (see: 5.2)

● Only 47.8% of students who had been told or suspected another student had been
sexually assaulted said they did something when they became aware of it (see: 7.2)

● 23.9% of students made aware of sexual assault (as a bystander) didn’t know what to do
(see: Figure 32)


