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Key gender equity and women’s safety organisations from around the nation have united to 

speak out against the recent targeting of trans women.   

 

The joint statement, launched today, reads: “As organisations advocating for gender equity and 

women’s safety, we denounce this attempt at division. We are united in our support of inclusion, 

dignity and respect for all women.”  

 

The Prime Minister recently echoed Tony Abbott’s statement that he couldn’t understand the 

community response to Katherine Deves “from people who claim to be supporters of women's 

rights". 

 

“Leading women’s rights and safety organisations around the country have united to reject this 

attempt at division. I think that’s a pretty resounding condemnation of Scott Morrison’s priorities 

for women this election.” said Fair Agenda Executive Director, Renee Carr  

 

“Some politicians have tried to use their power and influence to exclude transgender kids and 

women from their sports, their schools, and their healthcare. Scott Morrison has encouraged 

these debates that cause incredible harm to the wellbeing and safety of trans people.” said Dr 

Rachel Richardson, Chair of Transcend Australia. 

 

“Like the statement says, we are for all women. We don’t fight for the rights of some women at 

the expense of others. Women - whether we’re trans or not - are being hurt by violence every 

day in this country. Trying to target trans women in sport because an election is on the horizon 

not only hurts our communities, it is a willful misdirection from the issues that so many women 

are facing right now. We need decisive action, not divisive rhetoric.” Emma Iwinska, Ending 

Violence Against Women Queensland 

 

“Women’s health, safety and empowerment in Australia is about all women, including trans 

women. Women across Australia suffer from long-term health impacts, including disability, 

following gender-based violence. In order to prevent gender-based violence, we must address 

the drivers of violence, and reinforcing factors such as gender stereotypes, racism, ableism and 

misogyny.” - Bonney Corbin, Australian Women’s Health Network. 

 

Survivor advocate Lula Dembele added: "Having experienced and lived in the shadow of men's 

violence against women since I was raped at three years old, I am disappointed that 

conservative politicians choose divisive rhetoric for campaign headlines over substantive 

change to end men's violence against women. As a nation we should be united and focused on 

ending all forms of gendered violence, valuing the different lived experience of all women 
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equally. Not whipping up intolerance that we know creates further harm to already marginalised 

groups who face discrimination and harassment every day." 

 

“I could reel off dozens of issues that are actually impacting participation and equality for women 

in sport - including the controversial allocation of sports grants under the Morrison Government, 

and the lack of duty of care shown to women and girls in some elite sport programs. What isn’t 

being raised with me? A desire to prevent our trans friends and teammates from being part of 

our teams.” Danielle Warby, co-founder of Siren: A women in sport collective.  

 

Signatories to the joint statement include organisations fighting for women’s safety from Full 

Stop Australia, End Rape on Campus Australia, to peak bodies Domestic Violence NSW and 

Ending Violence Against Women Queensland. Key gender equity organisations Fair Agenda, 

Women’s Electoral Lobby, YWCA Australia, Equality Australia, Transcend Australia, Women 

with Disabilities Australia, Harmony Alliance and Transgender Victoria have also signed the 

statement. 

 

“If politicians and candidates really care about women’s rights, they should be focused on action 

for our safety – including resourcing expert-led violence prevention education in schools, 

reforming the harmful family law system, and properly funding the services needed to intervene 

with men using violence, or that women rely on for their safety and recovery,” added Renee 

Carr. 

 

Key experts in women’s safety have asked candidates to take the Pledge for a Safer Future, 

and act for women’s safety if elected; 300 candidates have already committed to act if elected.  

 

The joint statement and a full list of signatories is available at 

www.safetyandrespectforallwomen.org  

 

The positions of candidates on the safety agenda put forward by experts this election is 

available at www.voteforsafety.com.au  
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