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Sexual Assault Services need urgent funding - who will provide it?

Today, gender campaigning organisation Fair Agenda reveals which election candidates have
pledged to fund essential services for rape survivors.

Following coverage of a 110% increase in sexual violence and long wait times for sexual assault
services last night on 9’s A Current Affair and ABC’s 7.30 Report, Fair Agenda has highlighted
the urgent need for funding in their Pledge for a Safer Future.

Karen Iles, sexual assault survivor says:

“The impact of my multiple rapes is on me - not on the boys and men that raped me. I have
needed a lot of support, but it has been incredibly difficult to be able to see a specialist sexual
assault social worker, counsellor or psychologist. I live in Sydney now, and this was so much
worse growing up in a regional area.

I am currently on a waitlist for two specialist services: one public and one private. I’m in the
privileged position where I can afford to pay, but even then there is still a huge waitlist. Many
services don’t even keep a waitlist: the demand is just so high. I’m speaking up about it now
because I don’t want other women to have to go through this.

I’m the one living with this. The very least our governments can do is to support self healing and
preservation through specialised sexual assault counselling services. ”

The Pledge for a Safer Future outlines six key areas for action on gender-based violence,
including support for the $1 billion per year  federal investment in women’s safety that experts
say is necessary to properly resource services.

There is full party-wide commitment for the funding from the Australian Greens. The
Australian Labor Party provided a partial commitment to the Pledge; and committed to
further work to ensure adequate funding for the National Plan.

Only one Coalition candidate - Andrew Constance in Gilmore - pledged support for the
increased funding. At a party level the Coalition did not commit to any additional funding,
instead responding to the Pledge’s call for commitments to further action with a statement
focused on commitments made during the last parliament.

High-profile independents in key races have also committed to support the funding
needed to properly resource sexual and domestic violence services, including: Monique
Ryan, Zoe Daniel, Allegra Spender, Kylea Tink, and David Pocock.

Renee Carr, Executive Director of Fair Agenda says that funding decisions made in Canberra
mean that women who have been raped are being further traumatised:



“It’s appalling that governments haven’t provided the funding needed to ensure rape survivors
can get urgently needed medical assistance, and forensic evidence captured.

Government’s decisions on funding over the years mean that women who have been subjected
to horrific violence are turning up to a hospital, and being expected to wait for hours - without
being able to wash or clean after an assault. Or they’re told they need to drive for hours to go
somewhere else.

Instead of trying to market themselves to women, our government should be acting to ensure
that rape survivors can get the very best care - where they need it, when they need it.

One in five women are affected by sexual violence in their lifetime. So if you know more than
five women, you should be thinking about this issue at the ballot box on Saturday.”

Fair Agenda and a panel of experts reviewed the Coalition's track record in the last
parliament and scored  existing actions as poor.

“Voters want to know where their candidates stand on women's safety, and who is going to
take  real, meaningful action to address the issues that impact so many of our lives.”
added Ms Carr.

Over 400 candidates responded to the Pledge for a Safer Future, with over 230
candidates  taking the Pledge in full.

Find out which candidates committed to the Pledge for a Safer Future at
voteforsafety.com.au.
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