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Advocates have applauded Education Ministers’ approval of an Action Plan to address
gender-based violence in higher education - declaring it the pathway to safer campuses and
educations for students.

End Rape On Campus Australia and Fair Agenda - leading national advocates on sexual
violence in university communities - who have been campaigning for such reforms for seven
years, say the combined measures in the Action Plan are groundbreaking and will transform the
systems that have allowed universities and residences to put student safety and wellbeing at
risk to protect their reputations.

The groups, who were part of the Department of Education’s Gender-Based Violence Stakeholder
Reference Group, helped to shape the Plan and say that it delivers the independent oversight,
transparency and accountability reforms they’ve been calling for.

They say it will mean all students will be required to be provided with respectful relationships
education and that university and residence responses to reports of sexual violence will be required
to meet national standards, including around safety and urgency when required.

“Until now, the quality of responses and support victim-survivors have received from their university
when they’ve reported their rape has been determined by which staff member they encounter. One
victim-survivor from one university would receive the support they needed to continue their studies,
while another was left unsafe and unsupported, often resulting in them dropping out of their degree.
This Plan changes all that.” said Sharna Bremner, Founder and Director of End Rape on Campus
Australia.

“For years, many universities and residences have failed their students on this issue. Some
have failed to deliver quality prevention efforts; others have utterly failed to support the safety
and educational needs of student survivors who’ve asked for their help. What’s worse, some
have caused additional harm in the process they put a survivor through when trying to report.”
said Renee Carr, Executive Director of Fair Agenda.

“This Plan delivers reforms that will require higher ed providers to do better; and put in place
oversight and accountability mechanisms to mean there’s actual monitoring and consequences



if they don’t. We’re thrilled that the Plan has been agreed to and that students across the
country will be safer as a result” she added.

The groups say that the Action Plan is the result of decades of advocacy, led by
victim-survivors, students and other advocates across the country who have campaigned
relentlessly for reform.

“Today’s reform stands as a testament to the strength and perseverance of victim-survivors who
have spoken out about the harm caused by their university’s responses to their assaults, over
many years.” added Ms Bremner.

The groups say they take pride in standing alongside the victim-survivors, students, academics,
advocates, policy makers, donors, and journalists who have all played pivotal roles in securing
safer campuses for every student.

"The significance of this reform cannot be overstated. The collective efforts of numerous
individuals spanning many years have brought us to this moment. We extend our deepest
gratitude to every person who contributed to making this change a reality.” said Ms Carr.
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Want to see more about the history of activism that made this possible? See here:
www.saferunis.org

http://www.saferunis.org


More information on the reforms within the Action Plan:
The Action Plan delivers four critical and inter-related reforms:

1. Meaningful national standards- A National Higher Education Code to Prevent and
Respond to Gender-based Violence will create rules for universities and residences. It
will cover the provision of evidence-based prevention education, and mean that if a
student needs to report sexual assault or harassment, their uni will be required to meet
national standards in how that process works, what they do once a report is made, and
what supports they should be providing to student survivors.

2. A functional complaints mechanism - A new National Student Ombudsman will be
able to receive and action complaints from students who don’t receive an appropriate
response from their education providers when reporting sexual assault or harassment. In
making a finding the Ombudsman will also have the power to recommend that the
student’s educational institution take steps to resolve complaints, such as refunding or
re-crediting fees, and/or making changes to provider policies, practices and processes.

3. Independent oversight and accountability - The higher education sector’s
implementation of the new National Code will be led by an expert unit in the Department
of Education, which will provide reporting, and undertake targeted compliance activities -
putting us on track to see institutions finally held to account.

4. Transparency - The federal Education Minister and federal parliament will require
universities and residences to report to them annually on things like: sexual assault and
harassment disclosures and reports, victim-survivor satisfaction with reporting pathways
and processes, disciplinary processes and outcomes.

Critically, the Draft Action Plan emphasises the need to continue engaging and consulting with
sexual violence prevention and response experts, students and victim-survivors - which
is vital to making sure approaches are fit for purpose into the future.


