URGENT 25th November 2025
Dear FEN Friends
The EPBC Reform Bills have been rushed through to the Senate and are being debated TODAY AND TOMORROW. We had not anticipated this. We were going to ask our networks to write to all Members and Senators this week.
NOW We are asking you to phone Labor and Liberal Senators today and do your very best to protect nature. Ask your networks and friends to do the same. There are forces at work to allow vested interests other than caring for the environment. Today and tomorrow is the last chance to act!
We know from the scientists at the Biodiversity Council who have studied the bills (of which there are many) that the current EPBC Bills if supported as they are by the Coalition would be a disaster for the environment once enshrined in law. Instead of repairing the flaws in the current EPBC Act as recommended by Graeme Samuels, allowing these bills to be pushed through without proper scrutiny is a dereliction of the duty of the Senate as an oversight body responsible to the Australian people. 
JUST SOME of these problems are:
· leave climate out of project approvals
· fail to close logging loopholes which threaten the habitats of endangered species
· give States the power to approve toxic, polluting projects.
But these laws would become even worse if the Coalition gets their way.  
The Coalition wants to:
· further weaken the power and independence of the Environmental Protection Authority
· reduce the penalties for people and companies who inflict environmental harm 
· further weaken requirements for companies to reveal their polluting emissions
· reduce the time to properly assess the environmental impact of a project. 
Your phone calls will increase the pressure on Senators to not vote for these Bills to be passed. THEY MUST delay the legislation for the good of Australia’s unique biodiversity and precious environment on which we all depend. As people from diverse faith traditions we have a responsibility to act- as well as ask Senators who are people of faith to act to care for the earth our common home. 
Please see the call lists and read our asks below. Note that the asks for Labor Senators are different from the asks for Liberal Senators.
ASK LABOR SENATORS
1. Ask the senator to request the Minister for the Environment not to negotiate with the Coalition. Advocate for a strong EPBC Act that actually does its job of protecting the environment.
2. The important second ask is: do not rush the Reform Bills through the Senate this week. The Senate’s function is as a house of review, where it puts bills under scrutiny. Advocate for the Senate Inquiry to have time to do its work, that is, receive public submissions which close on 5 December and report on 24 March.
Call the Labor senators today if possible, or tomorrow if you can. We have electorate office numbers (see list of senators, below) and you will probably need to call the Parliamentary office. You could get the number from the electorate office or call the Parliament switchboard on 02 6277 7111 and ask for the particular Senator's office. Please ask to speak to an advisor to the Senator, and if you can’t ask for a call back. Or you could call the electorate office number on the list, and ask the electoral office to forward the message to the Senator’s Advisor.
Here's the list of Labor Senators
ASK The LIBERAL SENATORS
1.Ask the senator to support delaying the vote on the Reform Bills until the Senate Inquiry has delivered its report on 24 March 2026, as Labor is trying to rush these bills through without due scrutiny. The Inquiry for the Reform Bills should be allowed to do its work for the Senate as a house of review, that is, receive public submissions which close on 5 December and report on 24 March. Allow the Senate Inquiry to do its work. 
Call the Liberal senators for your state today if possible, or tomorrow if you can. These are electorate office numbers, and you will probably need to call the Parliamentary office. You could get the number from the electorate office or call the Parliament switchboard on 02 6277 7111 and ask for the particular Senator's office. Please ask to speak to an advisor to the Senator, and if you can’t ask for a call back. Or you could call the electorate office number on the list, and ask the electoral office to forward the message to the Senator’s Advisor.
Here's the list of Liberal Senators
All the best with your phone calls,
Anne Lanyon [image: A logo with green leaves
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Faith Ecology Network Co-ordinator
FEN is an Australian interfaith network for strengthening the dialogue between the sciences and diverse religions. As such we collaborate with and learn from the scientists of the Biodiversity Council of Australia.
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