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INTEREST OF AMICUS CURIAE

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting agriculture, supporting Texas youth, preserving Western
heritage, and providing educational opportunities throughout the state.' Since its
founding in 1932, the Rodeo has grown into the world’s largest livestock exhibition
and rodeo, welcoming more than 2.6 million guests each year for its 23-day annual
event. Throughout the entire 350-acre campus—which includes Reliant Stadium
and Reliant Park, families experience professional rodeo competition, livestock and
agricultural exhibitions, youth competitions, live entertainment, dining, a large
family-friendly carnival, and a wide range of educational activities and exhibits. The
Rodeo leases Reliant Stadium and Reliant Park from Harris County, while Legends
Global Partnership and the Harris County Sports and Convention Corporation
operate the park.

The Rodeo has an operational security interest in upholding the challenged

statute, Texas Penal Code § 46.03(2)(8).

ARGUMENT

The Rodeo joins the Texas Sports Teams in urging the Court to reject the

constitutional challenge to Section 46.03(a)(8) of the Texas Penal Code.

! The Rodeo files this brief with the consent of all parties. Fed. R. App. P. 29(a)(2). The Rodeo
certifies that its counsel authored this brief in whole; that no counsel for a party authored this brief
in any respect; and that no person or entity, other than the Rodeo and its counsel, contributed
monetarily to this brief’s preparation or submission. Fed. R. App. P. 29(a)(4).
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As with the Texas Sports Teams, Section 46.03(2)(8) is a cornerstone of the
Rodeo’s security strategy, particularly for the centerpiece of its programming, the
professional rodeo competition, which takes place in Reliant Stadium. But unlike the
Texas Sports Teams, which secure a single venue at incremental events over a
season, the Rodeo must secure an entire fairground across 350 acres for a sustained
multi-week event. The Rodeo’s Code of Conduct codifies a categorical no-firearms
rule that is enforced at every entrance across the grounds. Behind that codified rule
stands a layered security architecture: uniformed and plain-clothes law enforcement,
contracted private security, magnetometers, handheld screening devices, visual
inspections, video surveillance, trained behavioral-observation staff, and
comprehensive emergency-response planning. The Rodeo invests more than $11
million annually to sustain this program.?

Section 46.03(a)(8) is one of the key pillars supporting this security effort.
Undergirding this security effort, the Rodeo retains authority as a private lessee to
set entry rules on the property it operates, but that authority does not readily
replicate the enforceable criminal deterrent that Section 46.03(a)(8) provides at the

point of entry to Reliant Stadium and other venues at which its events take place.

2 Even in a market as large as Houston, recruiting, training, scheduling, and retaining qualified
security personnel at Rodeo scale is an ongoing challenge, and the additional staffing that would be
required if Section 46.03(a)(8) is invalidated would strain an already limited pool of qualified
personnel —changing the operating model itself and not merely its cost. See Texas Sports Teams
Br., Part II1.B.



CONCLUSION

For these reasons, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo respectfully urges
this Court to affirm the district court’s judgment upholding the constitutionality of

Section 46.03(2)(8).

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mark Trachtenberg

Mark Trachtenberg

Shayna Goldblatt Proler

HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP

1221 McKinney, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77010

(713) 547-2000

mark. trachtenberg@haynesboone.com
shayna.proler@haynesboone.com

Attorneys for Amicus Curiae Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, Inc.
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