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About Us

This submission is filed on behalf of For Our Kids Vancouver and For Our Kids Sunshine Coast.
We are two local chapters of the national For Our Kids network of parent-led, community-based
grassroots groups demanding climate justice on behalf of their children and grandchildren.

Our groups represent a network of parents and grandparents raising our kids in Vancouver,
Unceded xʷməθkʷəy̓əm, Sḵwx̱wú7mesh and səlilwətaɬ territories and the Sunshine Coast,
skwxwú7mesh and shíshálh territories. We are dedicated to taking climate action  to ensure our
children can enjoy a bright, healthy, safe and equitable future, free from the existential threat
posed by climate change.

As part of our actions, we advocate to government and business groups to ensure that Canada
meets or exceeds the commitment to cut emissions in half by 2030. We view our role as bringing
a voice to these discussions of the younger and future generations, who will be most impacted by
the decisions made today and who have the least input into these decisions. These submissions
reflect the perspective of our network who have been driven to participate in this public
conversation out of our parental obligation to protect our children from harm.

Submission

As parents and grandparents, we strongly urge this government to heed the calls of the scientific
and international communities to commence the immediate wind down of the fossil fuel industry
and commence a Just Transition for all workers, with a focus on clean, renewable energy,
biodiversity, and food security, alongside social justice, equality, Indigenous rights and poverty
alleviation. It is possible to make this transition and imperative that it begin immediately.

Climate Change and Our Kids

According to the global scientific consensus, at the current rate of warming, the world is likely to
exceed 1.5 degrees in warming by 2040. The consequences of this level of warming are dire:
including extreme droughts, extreme weather events, species loss, food and water shortages,
social and global insecurity, among other significant risks. The IPCC has stated that the only way
to prevent this is to abandon fossil fuels, as soon as possible and “as a matter of urgency”.

As parents we are already witnessing our children live through the severe consequences of
climate change caused by fossil fuels. We see our children coughing in wildfire smoke annually.
Our children have been at risk from heat domes causing temperatures that are dangerous for
infants and small children. We have seen our childrens’ homes flooded in atmospheric rivers and
unprecedented storms. Wildfires are increasing annually, and wildfire smoke inhalation is
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correlated with an increase in cancers, as well as cardiac and respiratory disease. Children,
whose respiratory systems are still developing, are particularly exposed. Hundreds of British
Columbians lost their lives in 2021 to extreme weather events of the heat dome and flooding.
These were the parents, aunts, uncles and grandparents of children.

Climate change also threatens our childrens’ access to food and clean water. Climate change is at
least partially responsible for inflation, which is making it difficult for many parents to put
healthy food on the table. Climate change is a threat to food security. Climate change threatens to
limit our access to clean water. As stated by Unicef, climate change puts every child at risk:

In many parts of the world, people are facing multiple climate-related impacts such as
severe drought and flooding, air pollution and water scarcity, leaving their children
vulnerable to malnutrition and disease. Almost every child on earth is exposed to at
least one of these climate and environmental hazards.

In addition to health impacts, our children face economic uncertainty caused by the climate
crisis. Families have already lost their homes and businesses to floods, storms and fires. Climate
change is projected to impose massive costs on Canadians. The Institute for Sustainable Finance
suggests that climate change could cause the Canadian economy $5 trillion by 2100 and that
these costs could cause household incomes to fall by 18 percent. The Canadian Climate Institute
recently concluded a $25 billion loss to the Canadian economy every year starting in 2025 and a
worsening of the affordability crisis.

Climate change also threatens global and social security. Verisk Maplecroft, a global risk
analysis firm, suggests that climate change “could jeopardise already fragile political stability
around the globe by fuelling mass migration, food insecurity, and conflict.” According to the
UNHCR, an annual average of 21.5 million people have been forcibly displaced by
weather-related events, and this could increase to 1.2 billion climate refugees by 2050.

Our children are the ones who will have to shoulder the immense expense of climate change -
they are set to inherit not only a dying planet but also a crumbling economy and social system.
The oil and gas industry is taking its profits out of the pockets of our children and grandchildren.
We as parents refuse to allow their futures to be sacrificed for the financial interests of a few. We
echo the calls of the youth climate strikes for People Not Profits.

We know that even with bold climate action, climate events like wildfires, storms, deadly heat
waves, and floods, will get worse before they get better. It is a foregone conclusion that our
children will continue to be exposed to weather events that will increase their risk of mortality
and disease over time. However, the severity of that risk is not predetermined - it will be
determined by the actions we take now. Bold and immediate climate action is the only chance we
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have at preventing the worst consequences for our children and ensuring a liveable planet that
our children and grandchildren can look forward to. As the fourth largest producer of oil and gas
in the world, and a particularly polluting producer of fossil fuel energy, Canada is uniquely
positioned to be a global leader on climate change.

Discussion

We welcome the government commitment to limit emissions of Canada’s fossil fuel industry. An
emission cap is a step in the right direction. However, in light of the dire risks and harms climate
change poses to our children and the scientific consensus that fossil fuel expansion is
incompatible with a stable climate, we strongly urge this government to take strong, immediate
and decisive steps to dramatically reduce the emissions caused by Canadian fossil fuel extraction
as a means to wind down fossil fuel extraction in Canada altogether in the near term.

I. Wind Down Oil and Gas Production

This policy consultation asks the narrow question of how to reduce emissions from the oil and
gas sector. In our view, while this is a needed step, it does not reflect the urgency needed in this
crisis. Canada should be winding down the fossil fuel industry altogether.

While we acknowledge the contributions communities supporting the oil and gas industry have
made to the Canadian economy, we must also acknowledge the harms the fossil fuel industry has
and continues to cause through climate change. It is time to transition to the economy of the
future, a future without fossil fuels.

Canada is one of the largest producers of oil and gas products in the world, Canada’s oil and gas
industry is one of the most GHG intensive in the world, and we also sit near the top of
greenhouse gas creators. Rigorously regulating, and ultimately winding down Canadian oil and
gas production through Just Transition legislation, would have a meaningful impact on global
GHG emissions, and would set an example for other fossil fuel producing nations. That is why it
is imperative that Canada lead the way in quickly transitioning to green energy.

We, as parents and grandparents, envision the oil and gas sector in the Canadian economy
entirely winding down and being replaced with green energy sources - specifically wind, solar,
and geothermal energy. We also seek an absolute ban on any new oil and gas projects.

ii. Limiting Emissions From the Oil and Gas Sector

In the interim, we support strong measures to reduce the sector’s impact on global emissions. We
ask this government to choose an ambitious reduction target for the oil and gas sector that
exceeds Canada’s international commitments. The industry should be required to at the very
minimum reduce its emissions by at least 45% from 2005 levels, consistent with Canada’s
international commitments. It should not get a “discount” on that commitment because it ramped
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up production in 2019, despite the scientific consensus at that time that oil and gas production
was causing destructive climate change.

We emphasize that either regulatory regime must be a hard cap without exceptions. It must be
clear, stringent, have strict enforcement guidelines and must be implemented without delay. In
our view, a cap and trade system would provide greater certainty over emissions levels and
would be more effective in reducing emissions. We support preventing emissions rather than
allowing corporations to purchase their right to emit GHGs. Therefore, should the government
choose a carbon pricing regime, the cost of exceeding emissions beyond the permissible amount
must be very significant and there should be meaningful consequences for non-compliance.

Further, oil and gas companies should not be permitted to escape their obligation to rapidly
decarbonize. “Flexibility” would amount to loopholes for big polluters to continue to extract
profit out of an industry that is causing severe harm to the rest of the country’s health, finances
and stability. As Antonio Guterres recently stated:

The fossil fuel industry is feasting on subsidies & windfall profits while household
budgets shrink & our planet burns.

Now is not the time to cater to the oil and gas sectors’ greed for profits. Now is the time to
swiftly transition to clean energy.

Finally, there should be no room under this legislation for future oil and gas expansion. The cap
should only apply to current production and should not be a means for industry to improperly
rely on proposed technology to expand oil production. The government should implement a
regulatory system that will expressly prevent oil and gas companies from undertaking new
projects and implement corresponding Just Transition legislation.

We encourage this government to use its legislative powers to protect these policies for the long
run. To that end, enshrining these regulations in statute rather than regulations is a preferable
approach.

Emissions in the oil and gas sector are still rising. This is unacceptable. Whatever approach the
government adopts, must immediately change course, reducing emissions in the sector as
aggressively as possible to meet Canada's climate goals and prioritize our children's future.

iii. Details of a Emissions Reduction Plan: Scope and Trajectory

Canada’s approach to the emission cap must be bold enough to discourage future investment in
this sector. And the approach must immediately reduce and limit emissions in all three segments
of the oil and gas sector: upstream, midstream and downstream.
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With respect to downstream emissions, the Discussion Document states that 10% of emissions
comes from “the downstream oil and gas sector” and 6% comes from transmission pipelines.
Refineries and pipelines contribute to climate change. Their emissions must be capped as well.

Capping transmission and refinery emissions would also be more equitable nation-wide, as these
facilities are located in many different provinces.

The government must also adopt a strong policy to reduce fugitive methane emissions with an
objective of "near zero" emissions. Methane is a highly potent greenhouse gas. These emissions
should be explicitly priced. The United States' new regulations aim to aggressively limit these
emissions. There is no reason we shouldn't follow suit.

Regarding competitiveness and carbon leakage, this is an opportunity for Canada to be a leader
in the global elimination of fossil fuels. As others have pointed out, carbon “leakage” is a false
concern as fossil fuels produced in other countries are less carbon intensive, and therefore less
harmful, than Canadian oil. More importantly, other nations are also reducing their emissions.
Rather than focus on competitiveness in a dying industry that has no long-term viability, Canada
should use this opportunity to swiftly develop our competitiveness in renewable energy, which
can generate income for generations of Canadians. Canada’s competitiveness in the international
market is best served by becoming a leader in green energy.

iii. Pricing Carbon and Winding Down Fossil Fuels is Good for the Economy

This legislation should accompany Just Transition legislation to protect workers’ livelihoods and
the economy while the oil and gas industry winds down. This would be the best possible
economic decision, as it will ensure that Canada’s economy is invested in energy resources that
can be sustained in the long term. It will also protect against the significant economic
consequences of climate change, which will affect all Canadians, but will disproportionately
impact the most marginalized communities.

There are strong long-term socio-economic benefits to either of the two proposed regulatory
options, or to any other measures implemented to transition our economy away from oil and gas.

We can predict short-term difficulties for employees of the oil and gas sector, and for
communities that rely heavily on revenues from that sector, when the increased regulation results
in declining production. But workers live with the realities of climate change. They understand
what’s at stake. It does no service to our children to hand them down an economy driven by the
very industry that threatens their health and stability. It is up to us to create a just economy for
future generations.

Climate change is an environmental and economic threat to all working people, as well as a
threat to public health. A 2021 report released by the Canadian Climate Institute, member of the
International Climate Councils Network (ICCN), found that climate change could cost Canada’s
healthcare system billions of dollars and reduce economic activity by tens of billions of dollars
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over the coming decades. The status quo also allows the working-class to be exploited every time
the oil and gas industry decides to increase profit margins.

To stay aligned with workers’ interests, policymakers must act on our urgent climate change
needs while promoting inclusive economic renewal. There will be many green jobs that emerge
as Canada and the rest of the world transitions away from oil and gas. The federal government
can lead the way to ensure that Canadians benefit from these industry shifts.

Unifor, Canada’s largest private sector union with more than 315,000 members working in every
major sector of the Canadian economy, itself is advocating for decarbonizing the transportation
sector. Its 2022 report, Navigating the Road Ahead: Rebuilding Canada’s Powerhouse Auto
Sector, lays out a way forward for industrial transformation through the production of electric
cars, which can produce high quality union jobs.

Both proposed models can also jump start economic growth in green energy. The Canadian
government can learn from other examples of cap and trade models that have existed globally for
years. Europe and parts of the United States have had such a model for over a decade, and cap
and trade systems have been introduced more recently in China and Mexico. These examples
show that cap-and-trade systems can be effective at reducing emissions and jump-starting
economic and job growth. After its initial implementation, the United States’ cap and trade
program led to $1.4 billion of net positive economic activity because of the reinvestment of the
auction proceeds in the economy.

The oil and gas industry may see reductions in profits from either model. However, those profits
are causing massive costs to the Canadian economy. Meanwhile, the proceeds of a regulatory
system can assist the transition to green energy. The only rational economic decision is to protect
our climate - and our economy- from the destructive impacts of climate change through limiting
and ultimately winding down the fossil fuel industry.

A Strong and Stringent Emissions Reduction Plan is Essential For Our Kids

As parents, we do everything possible to protect our children. There is no greater example of this
obligation than our responsibility to ensuring a safe and healthy climate for our children by
slowing down climate change. Our children need clean air, clean water, food, and liveable
temperatures. They need safe homes that will not be swept away by storms, lost in fires, or wiped
away by rising sea levels. They need financial stability. They need just and secure local and
global communities. These very basic needs are at stake in this consultation and they must be at
the forefront of all discussions. Our memberships support a strong, decisive and effective
emissions reduction strategy that is responsive to the urgency of the crisis that we are in as a first
step to the wind down of the fossil fuel industry and the swift transition to the clean energy
economy.
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All of which is respectfully submitted,

FOR OUR KIDS VANCOUVER

FOR OUR KIDS SUNSHINE COAST

Dated September 30, 2022
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