
Dear team leaders, 

My mind is still reeling this morning from the sermon (no other word for it) Dr. Cornel 
West gave last night. He was speaking at the invitation of the BC office of the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives on Being a hope amid crises and it was a roller coaster ride 
of challenges and affirmations. Some of you may have been able to tune in; the recording 
will be shared and we'll make sure you get the link. 

One of the uplifting moments for me was Dr. West repeating (with actions) that we have to 
SEE more clearly and connect more deeply with humanity. When you see the humanity in 
others, you are more than an ally with those who are oppressed; you are true brothers and 
sisters. Beyond that, our work is to create the institutional and system capacity to see the 
humanity in everyone. 

"There's a price to pay for telling the truth" he said "but there's a greater price for 
living a lie". The quest for truth breaks us free from fear. 

Of course his delivery of the words was more powerful than reading them here, but I hope 
they provide some inspiration for you to continue the powerful work you are doing. 

Before getting into what's happening around the country, just a reminder of the first Team 
Leaders' meeting of the year on Sunday, Feb. 27 - times and more info for all meetings 
can be found here. 

If you haven't received an invitation, please let me know.  

At the Feb. 27 meeting, Vanessa and Sarah from the Justice, Equity, Diversity 
and Inclusion Accelerator (JEDI-Accelerator) committee will share the committee's plans to 
more clearly enact and reflect anti-racism and climate justice through FOK's behaviours, 
communications, education, training and campaigns.  

It's an important conversation, and a chance to connect, share, and learn from each other. 
If you're not able to attend the meeting, please try to find someone in your team who can. 
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

National actions 

 

• Montréal team lets Steven Guilbeault know what's on their minds 

PNE/FOK Montréal members were invited by their MP Rachel Bendayan to meet with the 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change last week, to share their thoughts, concerns 
and ideas. Building relationships with your elected officials really does work! The group is 
putting a report together on the meeting.  
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• Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty 

The action in Burnaby was successful! The Ottawa-Gatineau and Montréal teams continue 
to work on bringing a resolution to their city councils, and I'm sure there are more out 
there.  

If someone on your team wants to pursue this for your municipality, please connect them 
with me. There is a #fossil fuel non proliferation treaty channel in Slack for sharing info 
and resources. And here's a link to general info.  

• Just Transition Day of Action: March 12 

A number of teams are participating in 350.org's day of action calling for just transition 
legislation from the federal government. If you're part of this action, would you like to write a 
quick blog post about why you're participating and why just transition legislation is important 
for your kids' future? Please let me know. 

• Environmental Racism  

Is your team interested in collaborative action? Last week's edition of What on Earth 
featured three Black Canadian youth activists from the Canadian Coalition for 
Environmental & Climate Justice (CCECJ), co-founded by Dr. Ingrid Waldron. Bill C-230, 
addressing the harm resulting from environmental racism, has been re-tabled, but there's 
also work happening to integrate environmental justice into government policies and 
processes more comprehensively.  

There are examples of environmental racism in all our communities. Is this something 
you would be interested in taking on collectively? Let me know.     

 

Regional actions 

 

• Ontario's Provincial Election 

A collaborative action page is live for teams in Ontario who want to work on developing a 
set of questions for candidates for the election in June.  

There is a shared document for you to add the questions you'd like to ask, and a list of 
candidates by riding, with their contact information. 

So many issues across Ontario that need to be part of the debates and discussion: 
highway development through environmentally-sensitive areas, sprawling industrial and 
housing developments and the move to a gas-powered electricity supply, to name just a 
few. FOK will provide the coordination behind distributing the questions and posting them. 
Please visit the page and connect me with anyone on your team who is interested in being 
involved.  
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• Regional welcome calls in Nova Scotia and Alberta!  

If you have family, friends, or colleagues in Nova Scotia or Alberta, please have them share 
these special invitations with their networks. We're supporting parents in both provinces 
who are eager and enthusiastic about pulling teams together, but they can't do it alone 
(you're all familiar with this situation).  

The welcome call in Nova Scotia is on Feb. 24th. 

The welcome call in Alberta is on March 10th. 

• E-school bus campaign for BC 

Good turnout for the first session, and there will be a second info session on Feb. 22. 
Please share this link with any parent networks you may be part of - or let us know of online 
newsletters/groups we could contact to share info with. 

If you or someone you know is outside BC and you want to learn more, sign up here or 
contact Ruth (ruth@forourkids.ca) for info.  

 

Local actions 

 

• P4C Victoria now has a place on the school district's climate action committee! 
SD61 was the first school district in Canada to declare a climate emergency, thanks 
to the work of P4C, and it's taken even more work over the past few years to 
encourage the district to come up with a plan. You can find out more in the 
team's February newsletter  

• FOK Toronto is facilitating a Schoolyard Climate Conversation on Feb. 22. The 
session will help parents understand what's currently happening in Toronto, how 
they can support student-led initiatives at schools, and how to start discussions with 
other parents in their school communities.   

• Municipal elections are happening in Ontario, Saskatchewan and BC this fall. 
These campaigns are excellent opportunities to be involved: getting to know 
candidates, asking about local climate emergency action plans, ensuring climate 
change is part of the debates, even running for office yourself or encouraging others 
to run. How can FOK support your team in this? Let me know.  
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On the global stage 

 

In case you missed it, applications for the Global Climate Parent Fellowship program are 
open until March 8! You'll recall that Natalie Caine, now Organizer extraordinaire with the 
FOK national support team, was one of the first cohort of 12 women from 11 countries to be 
granted a fellowship last year. Natalie's written a wonderful reflection on what the fellowship 
is about and what it's meant to her; please take a look here and consider applying for this 
amazing opportunity. 

That's it for today, but there are always more updates on Slack - if you haven't been on in a 
while, please take a look, and let me know if you'd like a Slack refresher.  

Take care out there, and please stay in touch. 

Lella 
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