
Dear team leaders, 

How is your summer so far? I realize that might be a tough question to answer, with all that 

keeps happening. I do hope you and your families are staying well and finding ways to enjoy 

time outdoors with each other.  

Time for a chat?  

In June, we held an impromptu drop-in Zoom session for anyone feeling 

anxious about the upcoming season of intense heat events and forest fires - 

and we had positive feedback from that. So we're going to do it again and 

you are all welcome to join. Here's a link to join the chat, valid from 4 - 6 

pm Pacific / 7 - 9 pm Eastern on Thursday, July 21st. I'll also send out a 

calendar invite. No need to confirm or reserve a spot; just show up if it's 

something you feel will help you.  

In the spirit of a summer slowdown, just a couple of updates this time 

around ... 

Your feedback and ideas are important 

1. The mid-year feedback survey is still open for your thoughts on how we're doing in 

supporting you and your teams so far this year. We'd really appreciate your responses 

by July 31st if possible.  

2. We'd also like to know a little more about what training opportunities would most benefit 

you and your team. Please share your thoughts in this online survey by July 31st. 

Action Updates 

As a network, FOK has signed on to CAPE's campaign to stop fossil fuel advertising. We'll 

be holding an info night in the fall to learn more about the campaign and hear your ideas about 

best ways for parents to be involved. 

** In the meantime, CAPE has a request for anyone who would be willing to personally be part 

of a campaign they're developing around gas stoves - they are looking for families who have 

lived experience: for example, if you use a gas stove and also have a family member with 

asthma, and you would be good with being part of the campaign, please let me know. ** 

In case you missed it, here's the very positive story of how the What We Love book, 

compiled from the artwork sent in by families across the network, made it to Finance Minister 

Chrystia Freeland's office. We'd love to hear from you who else should get a copy of this 

book.  

FOK's summer family action, Curious Climate Conversations, is under way too, and we're 

looking for stories to share about practicing active listening and finding common ground with 

others. Please let us know if/how this is working for you.  

Did you catch this great article about the naturalization initiative FOK Ottawa/Gatineau was 

instrumental in achieving? Stay tuned - the team will be sharing their experience and insight for 

anyone who wants to take something like this on in their own municipality! 

 



Welcome, Gabrielle! 

I'm really pleased to introduce you to Gabrielle Willms, who is joining the national support team 

as an organizer leading FOK's action on banks! While the campaign is aimed at engaging 

parents far and wide outside the FOK network, Gabrielle will also be providing support for 

established teams who want to be part of the campaign pushing Canada's top banks to quit 

funding fossil fuel industries and projects.  

It will be great to have a coordinated campaign and range of actions to involve parents on this 

critical issue! Gabrielle is starting gradually with orientation over the summer and then you'll 

hear more from her in the fall. You'll also be able to get to know her better on the FOK Slack 

workspace. 

And speaking of Slack, if it's been a while since you've been active on the workspace, we'd 

really like to see you back there. I've also been neglecting my commitment to provide a weekly 

update of highlights, to make it easier to navigate. I'll commit to starting that again over the 

summer, if you'll commit to finding your way back there by September (:  

Do you have an in-person event coming up in your team or community? Remember you can 

use this template for a postcard-sized promo, customize it with your contact info, and hand it 

out to potential members. And don't forget FOK's small grants program, which can cover the 

cost of printing the postcards or any other incidental costs.  

Remember to check out the latest blog posts from FOK members, and local team newsletters 

here for the latest on what's happening with your colleagues across the country. 

If you have any suggestions for actions, you can let any member of the support team know, or 

fill out this handy online form.   

Please Save the Date(s) 

Sun. August 21 @10am PST/1pm EST is the next Team Leaders' meeting - we would love to 

see a rep from each team there if possible (understanding summer schedules) 

Sat. Sept. 17 @10am PST/1pm EST Kerry from Moms Against Racism will reprise the How to 

Raise an Anti-Racist Child workshop from last fall, for anyone who missed it. This event will be 

open to the public, so feel free to share it with your wider networks. Will share the event posting 

later in the summer.  

 

Remember, you can always access these updates online here. Feel free to share with your 

team members too. 

Please take care out there, and let me know if there is anything we can do to support you. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tKMW9UhLIOcaEFLUw_FBwDOBXmHUOGuN/edit#slide=id.p1
https://www.forourkids.ca/small_grants
https://www.forourkids.ca/our_stories
https://www.forourkids.ca/local_team_newsletters
https://www.forourkids.ca/local_team_newsletters
https://www.forourkids.ca/action_suggestion_form
https://www.forourkids.ca/network_updates

