
August 22, 2022 

Dear team leaders, 

First, many thanks to Brianne for a very insightful presentation on Schoolyard Climate 
Conversations yesterday, and to the FOK Toronto team members involved in putting 
this initiative together and sharing it with the network! 

You can find a link to Brianne's presentation in the notes from the team leaders' 
meeting. It was a small meeting with lots of practical and helpful discussion about 
resources that would be helpful for teams who want to push their school boards to act 
more urgently on climate emergency plans, and want to involve more parents in that 
action. 

One of the outcomes: we'll be working on a toolkit of resources including presentation 
templates and grant-writing tips.  

If you're interested in trying the Schoolyard Climate Conversation approach in 
your school or district, you are invited to share the template used by FOK 
Toronto at their SCCs! Contact Brianne: brianne.whyte@gmail.com.  

 

Secondly, a reminder of the next team leaders' meeting. It's understandable that most 
people are on holidays and it's tough to commit to a summer meeting, especially on a 
Sunday. Hopefully the next meeting will work better with your schedules. Please save 
the date for Oct. 23. Erin from Parents4Climate Victoria will share how their group has 
been building a relationship with Indigenous Land Defenders at Fairy Creek through 
respectful learning and direct support. I know this is a topic many teams have 
expressed interest in; would be great to have as many of you there as possible for the 
discussion.   

 

Next, a few updates: 

Banks campaign  

Look for a survey from Gabrielle in the next week or so - she will be collecting your input 
on actions your team has already taken,  ideas for actions that would engage parents 
and kids, and most importantly, the capacity/interest your team has in being involved in 
a national campaign pushing Canada's top banks to stop funding fossil fuel industries. 
She'll also be inviting anyone in the network who is interested and available to be part of 
a steering committee leading the bank campaign. If you know someone who might be 
interested, please message Gabrielle in Slack or reach her at 
gabrielle@forourkids.ca    
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Global Climate Strike: Sept. 23 

• Are you planning to participate in a local march or event? 
• Does your team want to create a banner, hand out postcards, flyers, or other 

material? 
• Would you like to hold a get-together activity for your team at the same time? 
• Do you want to be linked to media opportunities? 

There are grants and resources to help with whatever your team would like to do. 
Message Lorna on Slack or email her: lorna@forourkids.ca 

 

Have you sent your message to youth yet? 

If you haven't yet sent your message to the seven youth involved in the historic Mathur 
et al case online, you can do that here by Sept. 2.  
Please share this action with your networks! We want to show how much parents and 
families across the country support the brave action these seven youth are taking, on 
behalf of all of us. 
If you are or will be in the Toronto area on Sept. 11, please join us at an in-person rally 
hosted by Ecojustice to support the youth plaintiffs on the eve of the case heading to 
Ontario Superior Court. You can get more information here! 

 

COP 15 in Montreal in December  

The conference will focus on protecting nature and halting the loss of biodiversity. We're 
just learning how citizens can participate in actions around the conference. If you're 
interested, please let me know.   

 

Federal Consultations 

There are two opportunities for public input on significant legislation being developed by 
the federal government. Submissions are due by the end of September. 
Feedback on which system Canada should use to cap oil and gas emissions 
How the gov't should permanently fund public transportation 
Each involves a fair amount of work, but they are important opportunities, and we're 
here to support any team that would like to make a submission - or to coordinate a joint 
response. Please let me know if you're interested in responding to either/both.   
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Slack wants you Back 

Another reminder that the Slack workspace is the best way to stay in touch, start and 
follow discussions and keep on top of actions. It saves emails from piling up in your 
inbox, is easier to use and search, and has more resource links.  
If you've been away from Slack for a while and you're dreading the thought of catching 
up on all the posts, you can head right to the #weeklysummaries channel for an update.   
If you'd like a reminder on how to join or use Slack, this might help, or you can contact 
me. 

 

Upcoming 

Sat. Sept. 17 @10am PST/1pm EST - How to Raise an Anti-Racist Child. Kerry from 
Moms Against Racism will reprise the  workshop from last fall, for anyone who missed it 
- or if you want a refresher. This event will be open to the public, so feel free to share it 
with your wider networks.  

 

If you have any suggestions for actions, you can let any member of the support 
team know, or fill out this handy online form.   

Remember, you can always access these updates online here. Feel free to share with 
your team members too. 

Please take care out there, and let me know if there is anything we can do to support 
you. 

Lella 
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