
Copy of letter re: supporting youth participation in elections, sent to Toronto District
School Board administration and trustees.

Highlighted blank areas are for you to include your school district name and numbers.
Thanks to Anne Keary for sharing this template!

We are writing as parents of high school students in the (school district name) with a
deep interest in supporting our students to become active citizens in our democracy.

This June over (number) grade 12 students will graduate from (school district name)
high schools, and almost half of these students will be eligible to vote in the upcoming
provincial election.  As our schools play a key role in teaching our students the rights
and responsibilities of citizenship, and as one of the core principles of our democracy is
that all eligible citizens have an opportunity to vote, we are writing to request that this
district run high school voter registration drives so that students can graduate as
registered voters.

School voter registration drives are an excellent way to address barriers to youth
participation in elections and promote lifelong participation in democracy.  Last year, the
Sudbury Catholic District School Board ran a successful voter registration drive and
individual high schools have also run such drives in the past.  For all youth, but
particularly youth from racialized and under-served communities, voter registration
drives provide an opportunity to  make participation in civic life a reality and thereby
empower youth voices.

The registration process itself is relatively straightforward. Students can register to vote
through the Elections Ontario website with a photograph of one piece of identification
showing both their name and current residential address – a list of acceptable forms of
ID is provided.  Students 16 years and older can also pre-register on the Ontario
Register of Future Voters.  Posters, tables with information, and even competition
between schools can make voter registration drives a fun, democratic activity!

We hope you will support this request. This district has such an important role to play in
ensuring that students become informed, engaged, and active citizens.  By promoting
high school voter registration drives, the Board can ensure that all eligible grade 12
students have an opportunity to cast their ballots and have their voices heard.

https://inspirerlademocratie-inspiredemocracy.ca/learn/youth/index-eng.aspx
https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/local-news/school-board-recognized-for-voter-registration-drive/wcm/d6523d34-cca2-4065-b831-1fddc896a133/amp/
https://www.intelligencer.ca/news/local-news/school-board-recognized-for-voter-registration-drive/wcm/d6523d34-cca2-4065-b831-1fddc896a133/amp/
https://eregistration.elections.on.ca/en/home
https://www.elections.on.ca/en/voting-in-ontario/id-requirements-for-voting.html#accordionFuturevotersIDEN
https://www.elections.on.ca/en/voting-in-ontario/voter-registration/ontario-register-of-future-voters.html
https://www.elections.on.ca/en/voting-in-ontario/voter-registration/ontario-register-of-future-voters.html

