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Over 90 percent of America has “safe districts,” drawn 
by partisan politicians to ensure that one party is 
guaranteed to win in the general election. That means 
the eventual winner is determined during the primary, 
by about 10% of the district’s most partisan voters.

If everyone who wants to run for a given office enters 
the same primary, the true preferences of the voters in 
a district will decide elections.

Combined with ranked-choice voting, elections focus 
more on the issues because building a broad coalition 
of voters is the best path to victory.

Choice. Accountability. Solutions.

What is ranked-choice voting?
In Ranked-Choice Voting, you rank the candidates 
in order of preference. If a candidate gets over 50% 
of voters’ 1st choice, then that candidate wins. If no 
candidate receives over 50% of the vote, the least 
popular candidate — the one who was ranked 1st by the 
fewest people — is discarded. Instead of throwing out 
those voters’ ballots, election officials look to see who 
they ranked 2nd. The totals are then recounted, and if 
these votes push a candidate over 50%, that candidate 
wins. Otherwise, the process repeats until someone 
does get over 50% of the votes.
 
*There are other voting methods, such as 
approval and STAR voting, advocated by various 
organizations throughout the United States. While 
we prefer RCV, any reform that provides voters with 
greater choice and minimizes the spoiler effect of 
third parties is a vast improvement to our current 
system. ForwardParty.com
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LEARN MORE

For more information on core principles 
and policies, visit forwardparty.com. 

GET INVOLVED

Be part of the community and find volunteer 
opportunities at forwardparty.com/volunteer

What are nonpartisan primaries?

In most places, gerrymandered districts mean that the 
primary election is the only election that matters. Yet 
these taxpayer-funded party primaries currently lock 
out more than 11 million independents from voting.

With nonpartisan primaries all candidates run on a 
single primary ballot. Then the top two to five 
candidates advance to the general election. All voters 
vote and nobody has to register with a party.

Nonpartisan primaries are better for America.

• Voters have more say in choosing candidates that 
better reflect their district.

• Candidates have to work to earn the confidence of 
a wide range of voters — not just the most 
extreme partisan base.

One reason we sometimes wind up with extreme 
politicians is that we have a one-round process that 
does not reflect people’s true preferences. Ranked- 
choice voting would help reward candidates who 
command broad support and would lead to 
better results. The process matters.
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The Future is Forward.

How do nonpartisan primaries 
work?


