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From the Chairman, Chief Executive, Officers and 
Council of The Freedom Association.  
Our late Queen’s life was a truly remarkable 
example of duty and public service: service 
to the United Kingdom, service to the British 
people, service to the Commonwealth family 
of nations, many of whom she was Head of 
State to in their own right, and service to 
the world as an example of dignity, strength 
and endurance. The person  whom Nelson 
Mandela went straight to once he had achieved 
his freedom; who charmed 13 US Presidents, 
many world leaders, whose list of those who 
have not met her was shorter than the list of 
those who have met her.

She had a delightful smile, true humanity 
and a great sense of humour - willing to play 
a role with James Bond for the Olympics and 
alongside Paddington Bear drinking from her 
teapot. She was a sharp observer of character 
and was able to guide and comfort her 15 
Prime Ministers, starting with Sir Winston 
Churchill and ending with the current Liz 
Truss. She met US bomber pilots back from 
live missions as a young Princess, and carried 
on serving right to the end.

More recently, she comforted the nation 
during the Covid pandemic, inspiring us all 
as someone who survived worse during the 
Second World War, with the meaningful 
reassurance, “We should take comfort that, 
while we may have more still to endure, better 
days will return: we will be with our friends 
again; we will be with our families again; we 
will meet again.” 

As a grandmother devoted to family, she 
comforted Princes William and Harry after the 

death of their beloved mother, Diana, Princess 
of Wales. She guided the family through the 
difficulties and challenges all families face, and 
was wise enough to choose her “strength and 
stay” HRH Prince Philip, with whom she is 
once again united.

She also helped heal deep divisions during 
her historic visit to the Republic of Ireland 
in 2011, which was transformatory for the 
Peace Process; and was brave enough to shake 
the hand of former IRA Commander Martin 
McGuinness in 2012, despite the loss of her 
cousin, Lord Mountbatten, to an IRA bomb. 
McGuinness later toasted her at Buckingham 
Palace.

She was a world stateswoman and a 
deft diplomat, never putting a foot wrong. 
She was the longest reigning monarch in 
the history of our country - over 70 years - 
keeping the monarchy relevant and constant 
for us in a period of relentless change and 
transformation: from dreary post-war Britain 
to modern Britain today; from Empire to 
Commonwealth; and all sorts of social, 
economic and political change. She was a 
familiar rock in the midst of stormy, restless 
seas.

The Freedom Association expresses its 
deepest condolences to His Majesty King 
Charles III and his family. Her late Majesty 
was a remarkable Queen and will be sorely 
missed.

God Save the King! 
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Farewell to the world’s Queen 
By Andrew Allison, Editor

I was born in 1971, and my first recollection 
of our late Queen was in 1977 – the year 
of the Silver Jubilee. My mother attended 
many meetings with our neighbours ahead 
of the celebrations, planning for the big day. 
I remember the street party and the bunting. 
Waldron Street in Bishop Auckland was a 
sea of red, white, and blue - as were tens 
of thousands of streets across the United 
Kingdom and the Commonwealth. 

Trying to write a comprehensive tribute 
to Her late Majesty is a near impossible task. 
She was the most photographed person in the 
world. When anyone, anywhere in the world 
mentioned, “The Queen”, everyone knew 
that they were referring to Queen Elizabeth 
II. Although the length of her reign was 
remarkable, what was even more remarkable 
was what she achieved in more than 70 years 
as our Queen and Head of State. 

Her first Prime MInister was Sir Winston 
Churchill. Born in 1874, he was more than 51 
years older than her. The final Prime Minister 
she appointed was Liz Truss. She was born in 
1975 - some 49 years after the late Queen. I 
am sure that all of us would have liked to have 
been a fly on the wall during conversations 
she had with her later prime ministers as she 
imparted her wisdom and asked pertinent 
questions during her regular audiences with 
them. Thankfully, she was still mentally sharp 
to the end. 

As she grew older, she became the nation’s 
grandmother. For me, she was the glue which 
held the country together. Prime Ministers, 
and politicians in general, come and go, but 
she was the constant in all our lives. Although 
I never met her (I just saw her from a 
distance), I always knew that she was going to 
say the right things at the right time; that she 
would be pitch perfect. When our country was 
frightened (as millions of people were during 
the Covid pandemic), she put a reassuring arm 
around the United Kingdom and the world. 

Although she loved Balmoral (and it was 
rather apt that she died there), she also loved 
Sandringham (where her father, King George 
VI died) and Windsor. I don’t think any 
monarch has preferred the goldfish bowl of 
Buckingham Palace! England was where she 
was born and where she spent most of her 
life, and along with hundreds of thousands of 
others I tracked the course of her final flight 
from Edinburgh to RAF Northolt on a flight 
radar app. 

In this special edition of The Free Nation 
you will read tributes from those in Scotland, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland. Although I 
am an Engilshman, I am also proud to be 
British. Her late Majesty was proud of and 
championed the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. The coming 
together of the nation in grief highlights that 
there is more which unites us, and those who 
wish to break-up our precious Union appear to 
be in the minority. 

My tribute to our late Queen could 
not be complete without mentioning the 
Commonwealth Realms and the wider family 
of Commonwealth nations. At the time of her 
death, she was the Head of State in Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, The Bahamas, 
Grenada, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, Tuvalu, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Belize, Antigua and Barbuda, 
and Saint Kitts and Nevis.

She loved the Commonwealth. As the most 
widely travelled monarch in history, she 
visited those nations and was welcomed with 
open arms. She was the world’s Queen. 

Rest eternal grant unto her, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 

God save the King! 

Andrew Allison is Chief Executive of The 
Freedom Association 
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‘QUEEN OF SCOTS’ – how Her Majesty served Scotland 
so well within the British Union
By David Campbell Bannerman

Doctors tell me it is possible to decide when 
you die. My own grandmother, inconsolable at 
the loss of my grandfather months earlier, told 
us she would die on Boxing Day. And she did 
indeed.

One wonders if our late Queen, Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, chose to die in Scotland, 
and at her beloved Balmoral, as one final act of 
service to the British Crown and British Union. 
This was her favourite palace, where she spent 
quality time with Prince Philip and her family; 
where she could “hang up her crown” and 
enjoy as normal a family life as possible. That 
final photograph of her in front of Balmoral’s 
fireplace, looking a little frail, wearing a tartan 
skirt worthy of the Highlands, turning slightly 
as if to go, with that wonderful beaming smile, 
was rather knowing I thought.

All those scenes of love and affection across 
Scotland - from her neighbours in Braemar 
through the Highlands into the Lowlands, 
across the Firth of Forth and into Edinburgh, 
with respectful crowds all along the way, 
and the tearful ranks of ordinary Scots folk 
expressing their condolences, or the crammed 
ancient streets of ‘Auld Reeekie’ Edinburgh 
- gave a lie to those who thought the Scots 
hated the Union now, and that Nicola Sturgeon 
speaks for Scotland (though to give her credit 
she spoke well and apolitically as did other 
SNP ministers on the media). I have never 
seen the Scottish Parliament so united and 
respectful. Another testament to Her Majesty’s 
ability to unite and win over opponents.

The historical significance of the monarch 
changing in Scotland is very great indeed. 
Whilst much emphasis on the Act of Union in 
1707, that created the British political union, 
and ended the then Scottish Parliament, is 
understandable, the foundation on which it 
was laid was the Union of Crowns in 1603, 
when King James VI of Scotland became King 
James I of England, and was told early in the 
morning at the Palace of Holyroodhouse.

Many were surprised at the heraldry and 
tradition inherent in the reality that Queen 

Elizabeth was Queen of Scots, and now King 
Charles III is King of Scots. That yellow flag 
with red lions draped around the coffin is 
ancient heraldry of Scotland. The proud 
soldiers in kilts are a reminder of our shared 
British armed forces that fought alongside each 
other from D-Day to the Somme; Balaclava to 
Waterloo.

Queen Elizabeth’s own mother was the 
charming and well grounded Elizabeth Bowes-
Lyon. Her father, Lord Glamis, came from a 
long line of Scottish nobility, and her uncle, 
Fergus Lyons, died with the Black Watch in the 
First World War. When my father was training 
with the Black Watch, she stood in the rain 
informally outside Balmoral to see them march 
by. Later, after being widowed in 1952, she 
bought and restored the Castle of Mey, once 
of the Earl of Caithness, so northwards as to 
lie next to John O’Groats. I attended Castle of 
Mey’s Trust fundraising events in London. It 
was fitting that the statues of our late Queen’s 
mother and father looked down on the funeral 
cortege as it passed by. 

Our late Queen’s coffin departed to the swirl 
of the powerful lament ‘Flowers of the Forest’, 
a reminder of what happens when England 
and Scotland fall out. This is a tribute to the 
Battle of Flodden in 1513, when King Henry 
VIII’s army devastated the Scottish forces 
with a horrible cost in lives. Scotland was 
knocked back for a century with the loss of its 
King, James IV – the last King to die in battle 
– and much of its nobility. Between 5,000 
and 14,000 in total were killed (the ‘Flower of 
Scotland’) to England’s 1,500.

The ancient Coronation stone of Scotland 
may have been returned to Scone after King 
Edward I deposited it in Westminster Abbey, 
but this union of crowns and peoples continues 
in good heart. Queen Elizabeth did this 
through her leadership, devotion, service, love 
of country, and above all, sense of duty.

During the Scottish Independence 
Referendum, she remarked that she hoped 
that people would “think very carefully about 
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the future” before voting, Some speculation 
arose around whether her comments were 
political and whether she favoured a No vote 
– particularly since this could have split her 
kingdom. But all she did was suggest that 
people think carefully. Cleverly done. 

It is not widely known that the monarch 
receives Cabinet briefing documents, and the 
late Queen was assiduous in reading those 
papers, making her a super confidant to Prime 
Ministers often based on historic evidence and 
direct meetings with previous leaders.

What a momentous period of change she 
has overseen: from Empire to Commonwealth; 
joining the European Economic Community 
and leaving the European Union; working with 
15 Prime Ministers from Sir Winston Churchill 
through to Liz Truss; from pioneering 
use of TV broadcasts, epitomised by her 
own Coronation in colour, and Christmas 
broadcasts, through to engaging on the 
Internet and social media. When I visited the 
Yorkshire Air Museum, I saw film footage of 
the young Princess Elizabeth in 1944 visiting 
US bomber airmen who had returned from 
live missions flying over Germany. She was 
doing the same job of visiting and thanking 
people some 78 years later. A remarkable 
commitment indeed.

She has served The Freedom Association’s 
pledged freedoms tremendously: she helped 
guarantee individual freedoms in her style 
and strength of rule. She has been a shining 
demonstration of personal and family 

responsibility. She respected the constitutional 
rule of law, and guaranteed our national 
parliamentary democracy – the Queen’s 
Speech being a wonderful blend of a supportive 
Royalty working with a democratic Parliament 
responsible to the people.

She upheld strong national defences by 
personal example in her desire to serve in 
World War Two. She has been an embodiment 
of our superb armed forces – so well 
represented at the Queen’s Lying in State in 
Scotland and Westminster, and events around 
the UK. The Royal Family respects a free press 
and media despite so many provocations. 
She upheld our freedom of religion and 
belief, respecting all faiths, and we saw a true 
commitment from her to freedom of speech, 
expression and assembly.

She is rightly ‘Elizabeth the Great’ - as Boris 
Johnson termed her - and we are enormously 
privileged to have lived during her reign; 
indeed many of us have known no other 
monarch, and stamps and coins always seemed 
right and unchanging with her face on them.

But now we must unite behind our new 
monarch, King Charles III, who has been long 
prepared and guided to take on this role by 
our late Queen. He too is just as committed to 
being King of Scots, and ensuring Scotland is 
well served within our precious British Union. 
God Save the King!

David Campbell Bannerman is Chairman of 
The Freedom Association 

The Queen was keen to ensure that the monarchy fully 
reflected Welsh interests
By David Jones

It was a moment long anticipated, but 
nevertheless, when it came, it was a profound 
shock. The House was listening to the 
statement on energy price support measures 
when Members’ smartphones, set to silent, 
started vibrating. Everyone’s attention focused 
on the newsflash: the Queen’s doctors were 
concerned for her health and members of the 

Royal Family were travelling to Balmoral to be 
with her.

At 6:30 pm, it was announced that she had 
died.

Two days later, the Commons began two full 
days of tributes to Elizabeth II. The speeches 

Continued on Page 8
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varied in tone, but many Members remarked 
that, for most of us, it was impossible to 
remember a time when the Queen was not 
there. She was the great, enduring constant in 
our national life.

When she was born in 1926, it was thought 
a very remote possibility that she would ever 
accede to the throne. Her uncle David, later to 
become Edward VIII, was still a young, single 
man. The likelihood was that he would marry 
and have children, and Elizabeth’s prospects 
of becoming Queen would be extinguished.

Then came the abdication, when the very 
institution of the monarchy was thrown 
into doubt. Her father, the Duke of York, 
succeeded his brother and steadied the ship. 
His health, however, was poor and after 
his early death Elizabeth, at the age of 25, 
ascended the throne.

Her 70-year reign was not only the longest, 
but one of the most momentous in our 
history. The British Empire evolved into the 
Commonwealth, the greatest association of 
liberal democracies in the world. The Cold 
War ended with the tearing down of the Berlin 
Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Domestically, the face of the United 
Kingdom was transformed by immigration 
from all quarters of the globe. Social norms 
and attitudes changed in the 1960s and have 
continued to change, some for the better, 
some debatably so.

It is now a very different world from 1952.
Throughout all the upheaval, hers was a 

continuous, reassuring presence. She had 
a rare, innate ability to generate affection, 
respect and loyalty - not only from the people 
of this country, but from countless millions 
throughout the Commonwealth and beyond. 
Hers was the most recognised face on the 
planet, and she will be missed not only here, 
but in other lands across the world—even in 
the few countries she never visited during her 
long reign.

Just as she was careful to cement the place 
of Scotland in the United Kingdom, so the 
Queen was keen to ensure that the monarchy 
fully reflected Welsh interests. On 26th July, 
1958, at the Commonwealth Games in Cardiff, 
her Majesty announced that the title of Prince 
of Wales was to be conferred on the then 
nine-year-old Prince Charles. On 1st July, 

1969, he was formally invested at a ceremony 
at Caernarfon castle.

The new King always took his duties and 
obligations as Prince of Wales extremely 
seriously. I recall a journey with him on 
the royal train when Secretary of State. He 
had asked me to accompany him, and I was 
astounded by the impressive, encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Welsh affairs he displayed 
during our conversation. He was travelling 
to his Welsh home at Llwynywermod, 
Carmarthenshire, where he and the Queen 
Consort regularly stayed, and I hope will 
continue to do so.

And it is unequivocally welcome that, 
in one of his first acts after acceding to the 
throne, the King has bestowed the title of 
Prince of Wales on his son, William, whose 
own strong connections with Wales are well 
established. He served with distinction as a 
search-and-rescue pilot at RAF Valley, the 
air base on Anglesey, where he and the new 
Princess lived for three happy years, and is 
also patron of the Welsh Rugby Union. I have 
no doubt that, in his new role, his connections 
with his Principality will deepen still further.

Her late Majesty always understood 
the importance of reflecting the unique 
attributes of every part of the United 
Kingdom in the warp and weft of its colourful 
national tapestry. Thus, its citizens have 
always been able, entirely comfortably and 
unselfconsciously, to assert their Welsh, Irish, 
Scottish or English identities alongside their 
Britishness without finding any contradiction 
in doing so. And it is that easy understanding 
of what it is to be British that is the essence of 
the Union we all hold so dear.

At the time of her platinum jubilee, the 
BBC broadcast a remarkable documentary 
called “Elizabeth: The Unseen Queen”, part-
narrated by the Queen herself. In it, she 
spoke the following words of an Australian 
aboriginal proverb:

“We are all visitors to this time, this place. 
We are just passing through. 

“Our purpose here is to observe, to learn, to 
grow, to love. 

“And then we return home.”
While most of us will undoubtedly feel 

the deepest personal grief at her passing, we 
must take comfort in knowing that the Queen, 
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strong in the Christian faith that sustained her 
throughout her life, has returned home and is 
at peace.

God bless her lovely memory.
God bless our Union.

God save the King.

The Rt Hon David Jones MP is a former 
Secretary of State for Wales and is the 
Conservative MP for Clwyd West. 

For the people of Northern Ireland the Queen was more 
than a figurehead. She was the direct link to the Union
By Kate Hoey

The death of Queen Elizabeth was received 
with great sadness and a profound sense of 
loss in the U.K. and indeed all over the world.  
For myself, like millions I have only ever 
known one monarch. I remember being taken 
as a small child to see Her Majesty as she 
drove through Belfast on her post Coronation 
tour of the country. I recall the beautiful car 
going past and a glimpse of a young woman 
waving to all.

For the people of Northern Ireland the 
Queen was more than a figurehead. She 
was the direct link to the Union which is so 
passionately supported by the majority in 
the province. Her Majesty always treated 
Northern Ireland as the part of the U.K. 
that it is and was all during her reign. Even 
in the worst years of IRA terrorism she 
visited during her Silver Jubilee tour. She 
was personally touched by terrorism when 
in 1979 the IRA assassinated her second 
cousin Lord Mountbatten in Co Sligo. So 
she shared the sense of loss felt by so many 
people and her empathy and understanding 
was of great comfort to so many from 
different backgrounds. Her commitment 
to reconciliation was shown in 2011 when 
she visited the Irish Republic, the first by a 
British monarch to Ireland since it gained 
independence. It was a huge success. 
Thousands came out to greet her in Cork 
and the visit was described by Sir Jeffrey 
Donaldson, the leader of the Democratic 
Unionist Party, as a ‘cathartic moment in 
British Irish relations’. In 1999 she awarded 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary the George 

Cross to honour the courage and dedication 
of police officers and their families. This 
was hugely appreciated and even more so 
was her remarks in 2002 when she spoke 
of her fondness for the people of Northern 
Ireland, saying, “A small society has borne 
a disproportionate burden of division and 
loss and so many people, from every part of 
Northern Ireland represented here today, have 
been touched by tragedy.” 

Her Majesty has visited this part of 
the United Kingdom 25 times, leaving a 
memorable impression on all whom she met. 
Sadly she was unable in 2021 because of ill 
health to attend the church service in Armagh 
marking Northern Ireland’s centenary. She 
sent a message which looked to the future with 
optimism and hope. Her strong Christian faith 
resonated with many in Northern Ireland. 
She believed she had a God-given duty to 
serve as sovereign and this was clear in all her 
Christmas Day messages. 

We in Northern Ireland will miss her 
personal interest in us throughout her life 
but the new King has also shown great 
understanding of the complex history on this 
island. So while our tears show our sorrow at 
Her Majesty’s death I know that King Charles 
will continue his mother’s love for Northern 
Ireland and its integral place in the United 
Kingdom.

Long live the King.

Baroness Hoey is a non affiliated Peer in 
the House of Lords and the former MP for 
Vauxhall

The Freedom Association, 83 Victoria Street, London, SW1H 0HW 
tel: 07803 741104  email: mail@tfa.net  website: www.tfa.net



10

Our late Queen in fiction
By Dr Bernard Lamb

Those who knew the queen well commented 
on her great sense of humour, so I am sure 
that she would have enjoyed these two books 
(and may have done so). They are fiction, 
featuring the queen as the main character. 
They bring out her liking for people and corgis, 
showing her in a sympathetic light, caring 
about the feelings of others.

Dick King-Smith, Dog Trouble! Young 
Corgi, 1992, 96 pages, with many delightful 
cartoonish sketches of the royal family and 
household, especially of the queen, the Duke 
of Edinburgh and the corgis. This is actually 
two dog stories in one book. The Guard 
Dog, illustrated by Jocelyn Wild, features an 
abandoned mongrel in a pet shop. The queen 
is not in this story. Although he is very small, 
and looked down upon by all the other dogs, 
he wants to be a guard dog. Because of his 
appalling loud voice, none of the shoppers 
wants him, so he is about to be put down. 
Then…

Titus Rules OK, brilliantly illustrated 
by John Eastwood, is all about the royal 
corgis. Although the queen tried not to have 
favourites amongst her dogs, young Titus wins 
her heart through rescuing the palace and 
royal family several times, from the duke’s 
overflowing bath to a fire in the Comptroller of 
the Household’s office. Titus ends up sleeping 
on the queen’s bed each night and even 
inspires her to obtain a can of golden spray-
paint to put the graffito, ‘TITUS RULES OK’ 
on the palace wall.

Alan Bennett, The Uncommon Reader, 
Faber & Faber, 2007, 124 pages. At Windsor, 
during a state banquet for the President of 
France, the royal corgis bark loudly at a van 
of the Westminster Travelling Library on its 
weekly visit. The queen rushes out to quieten 
them and to apologise to the driver-librarian. 

Reading in the aisle is one of her kitchen 
workers, the young ginger-haired Norman 
Seakins. The queen feels obliged to take out a 
book, although she does not have a ticket, and 
is surprised that she may take out six books. 
She takes out a novel by Ivy Compton-Burnett 
and does not like it, wondering why she made 
her a Dame.

With Norman’s help the queen becomes 
more and more interested in books, making 
much better choices from a very wide range 
of literature. She – the uncommon reader – 
eventually becomes such a passionate reader 
that her public duties begin to suffer. ‘She laid 
foundation stones with less élan, and what 
ships there were to launch she sent down the 
slipway with no more ceremony than a toy 
boat on a pond, her book was always waiting’. 
“It transpired that with no prior notification 
to her attendants the Queen had abandoned 
her long-standing lines of enquiry – length of 
service, distance travelled, place of origin – 
and had embarked on a new conversational 
gambit, namely, “What are you reading at the 
moment?”

She got into trouble with the Prime Minister 
and various officials, and with her wide 
reading often showed up their ignorance on 
particular topics. At her 80th birthday party, 
she said, “… one has at least achieved an age 
at which one can die without people being 
shocked.’ She then shocks the assembled 
politicians and courtiers by saying that 
constitutional problems are raised, but she has 
a very surprising answer.

Dr Lamb is President of the Queen’s English 
Society and author of ‘The Queen’s English 
and How to Use It’ (Michael O’Mara Books, 
London, 2010).
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The Monarch is the centre and guarantee of the nation: 
its embodiment
By Revd Dr Peter Mullen 

On the day of her Platinum Jubilee Queen 
Elizbeth II was sitting by the fireside working, 
signing papers with her officials. Not bad for 
a 95-year-old, the longest lived and longest 
reigning of all the English monarchs.. As well 
as all the ceremonial and formal duties, there 
have been many homely, amusing moments 
in her long reign. And in these the Queen has 
often displayed her ready wit.

In 1928 Winston Churchill visited Balmoral 
and saw the two-year-old Princess Elizabeth 
for the first time. He wrote to his wife: “She 
is a character. She has an air of authority and 
reflectiveness astonishing in an infant.”

A year or so later, the Royal Librarian 
Sir Owen Morshead told of an incident at 
Windsor:

“The officer commanding the guard strode 
across to where the pram stood and said, 
‘Permission to march off, please, Ma’am?’ 
There was the inclination of a bonneted head 
and a wave from a tiny paw.”

The Queen has the knack of deploying her 
wit to defuse embarrassing situations. Once 
when she was in a teashop near Sandringham, 
a woman leaned forward and said,

“Excuse me, but you do look awfully like the 
Queen.”

The Queen replied, “How very reassuring!”
Again, at a banquet she was served with 

asparagus and her rather pompous neighbour 
at the table watched her to see how she would 
deal with the stout, buttery, home-grown 
stems. When he came to be served, the Queen 
turned to him and said,

“Good. Now it’s my turn to watch you make 
a pig of yourself!”

On another occasion the Queen’s 
coach splashed mud over a pedestrian in 
Sandringham. The pedestrian, a woman, 

shouted something and the Queen answered 
her,

“I quite agree”.
Prince Philip turned to the Queen and 

asked, “What did she say, dear?”
The Queen replied, “Bastards!”
Much later at a public ceremony Mrs 

Thatcher felt embarrassed because she’d 
turned up in an outfit which closely resembled 
the Queen’s. Afterwards, Downing Street 
discreetly asked the palace whether there was 
any way by which in future the Prime Minister 
might know in advance what her Majesty 
intended to wear. The palace phoned back 
with a message directly from the Queen:

“Do not worry. Her Majesty does not notice 
what other people are wearing.”

Does a modern nation really need a person 
to express the principles of governance 
and rule? Wouldn’t a committee do just as 
well and thereby get rid of a lot of fuss and 
paraphernalia? When T.S. Eliot was asked this 
question, he replied:

“You cannot expect continuity and 
coherence in politics, you cannot expect 
reliable behaviour on fixed principles 
persisting through changed situations, unless 
there is an underlying political philosophy: not 
of a party, but of the nation”.

The Monarch is the centre and guarantee of 
the nation: its embodiment.

The poet Robert Graves, who met the Queen 
not long after her Coronation, understood this 
point very well. He said:

“The holy oil has taken for that girl: it 
worked for her all right!”

Peter Mullen is the Hon. Chaplain of The 
Freedom Association 
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God save the King!


