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Friends of the Earth (FoE) 
Melbourne, is an independent 
community-based organisation 
working towards an ecologically 
sustainable and socially just future. 
We are membership-based, and 
open to all people who share our 
vision. We are the local member 
of Friends of the Earth Australia, 
which is in turn the national 
member of FoE International, the 
largest grassroots environmental 
network on the planet.

OuR VISIOn

Friends of the Earth Melbourne believes that  
social and environmental justice is indivisible. 
As a result, FoE Melbourne is a social and 
environmental justice organization that seeks  
to work towards a sustainable and equitable  
future in ways that empower individuals and  
local communities. 

This means that FoE Melbourne operates  
on collective consensus for decision-making. 
However each campaign collective operates 
autonomously and sets its own goals and raises 
it’s own funding. FoE Melbourne is one of the 
oldest local groups in the Australian Federation 
and has been active in Melbourne since the  
early 1970s. 

In 2010/11 Friends of the Earth continued to 
campaign for the interests of people and the  
planet on a range of issues including climate 
change, pesticides and water, nuclear and  
clean energy, food, and Red Gum forests.  
And in response to growing capacity to intervene 
in issues and many requests from our members 
and the broader community, we have extended 
our work over the past year. We have been 
playing a leading role in the campaign to support 
the development of a viable renewable energy 
industry in the state and to oppose any further 
development of fossil fuels. This includes 
new coal, shale gas and coal seam gas (CSG) 
operations. We have strengthened our work on 
biodiversity and water issues in the Red Gum 
ecosystems north of the Victorian border. 

OuR CAMpAIGn AppROACH

There are millions of Australians who are working 
towards a better future, in their homes, their 
workplaces, their families, and through political 
action. FoE Melbourne has a strong ‘movement’ 
focus in its work, seeking to support strategic 
and effective community action for a sustainable 
and just future. This is reflected in our style of 
campaigning, which often occurs within alliances.

Over the past few years, our campaigns have 
been broader than ever before, and we operate 
through a range of tactics, including involvement 
in government planning processes, research 
and policy development, community education 
and outreach, alliance building, advocacy and 
education, and peaceful direct action.



CAMpAIGn REpORTS
The Victorian State Election
With a state election being announced for late 
2010, FoE focused considerable attention to 
developing a broad set of policies which would 
deliver a range of good environmental outcomes  
if enacted.

•  We worked with the other key environmental 
groups active at the state level, including: 
Environment Victoria, the Victorian national 
parks Association and the Wilderness Society 
- to write and launch ‘Turning it around’ – an 
agenda for a sustainable Victoria, which outlines 
a broad based sustainability agenda. 

‘Turning it Around’ makes a range of policy 
suggestions across the following areas:

•  making sustainability central to all government 
decision-making

•  how to slash Victoria’s greenhouse gas 
emissions and switch to a low carbon economy

•  restoring our rivers and wetlands to health

•  protecting biodiversity by managing and 
restoring ecosystems and re-linking  areas  
of habitat

•  increasing and resourcing the protected  
area system

•  protecting our native forests

•  making our cities more sustainable and liveable.

FoE worked in two key areas in the build up 
to the election:
•  in support of the full replacement of the 

Hazelwood power station – considered the 
dirtiest power station in the developed world 
– and its replacement with job rich renewable 
energy and energy efficiency measures. Working 
with our partners, we helped organise a major 
rally that mobilised several thousand people 
shortly before the election;

•  we lobbied extensively for the creation of a 
strong, whole-of-government Climate Change 
Bill, and had considerable influence on the final 
structure of this Bill.

We also campaigned for:
•  the need to protect Melbourne’s drinking water 

catchments from further logging 

•  the need to ensure substantial allocation of water 
for the newly created Red Gum parks system 
along the Murray and lower Goulburn Rivers.

FoE is non partisan, it never endorses ‘people, 
parties or products’ and sought to develop good 
working relations with all the parties in the build-
up to the State election.

After the election of the Coalition to power,  
we sought to develop constructive relationships 
with government, and did an assessment of  
the Coalition’s activity and policy on  
environmental matters. 



AnTI nuCLEAR  
& CLEAn EnERGY  

The anti nuclear and pro renewables campaign 
has been our longest running campaign.

Friends of the Earth’s Anti-nuclear & Clean 
Energy (ACE) campaign has been working on the 
environmental impacts of different energy sources 
for over three decades. Historically the focus was 
on uranium and nuclear energy; more recently 
the scope of the campaign’s activities have been 
expanded to cover all energy sources.

Some highlights of the last year:

Radioactive Exposure Tour: 
The ACE campaign hosted the Radioactive 
Exposure Tour in May, as we do every year, taking 
35 people to the desert of SA to witness the 
environmental impacts of uranium mining and to 
speak to mining company representatives and to 
Aboriginal people affected by the industry.

The 2011 Radioactive Exposure Tour brought 
together a melting pot of citizens concerned 
about the well being of both Australia and the 
Earth. Students, activists, professionals and 
tradesman travelled to some of the most beautiful 
and ecologically significant environments in 
Australia.  Camping out under the desert stars 
the participants experienced affinity groups, 
consensus decision-making and vegetarian 
communal cooking; while gaining an over-
whelming awareness of the potential impact  
of the human use of radioactive materials.  
They were learning by doing…and only by action 
can our ideas take flight.



Responsible nuclear waste management: 
FoE has worked consistently for several years 
to raise awareness about the environmental and 
social impacts of choices regarding nuclear waste 
management. ACE members have travelled to 
Tennant Creek to support Traditional Owners 
fighting to prevent the imposition of a nuclear 
dump on their land; we have hosted visits and 
meetings in Melbourne and Sydney with Muckaty 
Traditional Owners; and we have re-launched 
the nuclear Freeways (nFW) campaign to raise 
awareness along potential transport corridors 
about the environmental and public health issues 
associated with nuclear waste management and 
transportation (www.nuclearfreeways.org.au). 
We held a very effective nFW trip during the year 
through western nSW.

ANFA 2011 was attended by the following 
representatives of Aboriginal and 
Indigenous Nations and organisations:
Arabunna, Arrernte (central and eastern), Kadyede, 
Kokatha/Anterkirinya, Kokatha/Mirning, Kokatha/
narrangar, Larrakia, Mirarr, navajo, Wajarri Yamatji, 
Warumungu, Warlmanpa, Warlpiri, Whagjuk/Yuet, 
Wilman/Bibulman.

Arid Lands Environment Centre, Australian 
Conservation Foundation, Beyond nuclear 
Initiative, Choose nuclear Free, Conservation 
Council WA, Environment Centre nT, 
Environmental Defenders Office (NT), French 
network for a nuclear phase out, Friends of the 
Earth (Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane), 
Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation, Medical 
Association for prevention of War, Mundatharra 
Aboriginal Corporation, national Tertiary Education 
union (nSW), public Health Association of 
Australia, Western Australian nuclear Free Alliance.

Other alliances: 
FoE has been involved in the Choose nuclear Free 
alliance over the past 18 months along with the 
Medical Association for prevention of War, and 
the International Campaign to Abolish nuclear 
Weapons (www.choosenuclearfree.net). The main 
aim of the project is to provide detailed, accurate 
information and arguments in support of a clean 
energy, non-nuclear future for Australia. 

Friends of the Earth is also involved in the 
EnergyScience Coalition, which brings together 
academics and scientists with expertise in energy 
issues (www.energyscience.org.au).

Australian Nuclear Free Alliance: 
In August 2010, FoE members travelled to Alice 
Springs for the annual meeting of the Aboriginal-
led Australian nuclear Free Alliance (www.anfa.
org.au). FoE has played a major role helping to 
organise the annual Alliance meetings and we are 
represented on the Alliance’s national committee.

Australia’s involvement in the nuclear trade has 
global implications and the AnFA 2011 meeting 
also hosted international anti-nuclear activists 
from the navajo nation and France. The group 
discussed the global implications of Australia’s 
uranium exports that often end up as nuclear 
weapons or nuclear waste, causing significant 
problems for people in many different countries. 

ANFA 2011 affirmed a commitment to working 
with fellow activists across all nations for a nuclear 
free future.



THE BARMAH MILLEWA  
COLLECTIVE (BMC)

The Barmah-Millewa Collective has worked for 
over a decade to gain protection for the Red Gum 
ecosystems along the Murray River, while acting  
to ensure traditional owner groups gain greater 
access to land justice in this process.

This highly successful campaign has seen the 
creation of around 250,000 hectares of new 
national parks and conservation areas along  
the inland rivers of Victoria and new South Wales,  
most of which will be jointly managed by 
Traditional Owners or established as  
Indigenous protected Areas.

Over the past year, the project expanded to 
become actively involved in water justice issues 
throughout the Murray Darling Basin, focusing on 
ensuring the Murray-Darling Basin plan process 
will deliver adequate environmental and cultural 
flows to the unique water-dependent ecosystems, 
including the protected Red Gum forests, of  
the Basin.

The Murray-Darling Basin Plan is the first  
national management plan for Australia’s longest 
river system, and is an important opportunity for 
the wider community to be able to participate in 
visioning a flourishing future for our rivers. In this 
formative year of the project, our key priority was 
conducting a strong community outreach and 
awareness raising campaign. Our new campaign 
received an enthusiastic response from other 
environmental groups, and we are now part  
of a dedicated multi-state alliance campaigning  
for water justice.

Highlights:
•  We ran an outreach campaign in conjunction 

with four other environment groups focused 
around the Victorian state election, which 
included distribution of 100,000 postcards in 
Bendigo, Ballarat, Albert park and northcote  
and well-attended information nights in 
Melbourne and Bendigo;

•  GetUp! joined our alliance and hosted the online 
version of a petition for a strong Basin plan, 
which attracted over 44,000 signatories.

Traditional Owner Alliances:
We are supporting Traditional Owners in their 
campaign for recognition of Indigenous rights 
to water. We have key partnerships with three 
Indigenous nations (Wadi Wadi, Wamba Wamba 
and Yorta Yorta) and the peak bodies Murray and 
Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous nations (MLDRIn) 
and northern Basin Aboriginal nations (nBAn).

Friends of the Earth is also a member of the 
Inland Rivers network as part of this campaign.



WATER & pESTICIDES
water quality
Friends of the Earth was successful is pausing 
a $70m golf course redevelopment at Yering. 
Friends of the Earth, Healesvile Environment 
Watch Inc and Bill Boerkamp attempted to get 
the development of the Eastern Golf Club, at a 
site 1km upstream of the Yarra River off-take to 
Sugarloaf Reservoir, stopped via the Victorian Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). 

VCAT over turned the Yarra Ranges Shire approval 
of the development, because access to the site 
would in parts be several metres underwater in 
the event of a 1:100 year flood. VCAT however 
did not support FoE’s concerns regarding use of 
28 pesticides on the golf course in such a close 
proximity to the off-take to a drinking water supply 
for 1.5 million people. Eastern Golf Club will 
probably push forward with the development after 
flood plain issues have been worked through and 
different access routes designed.

Friends of the Earth has also worked on pesticide 
pollution issues in the Yarra Valley and Broadford 
areas of Victoria. A study published in January 
reveals that the upper Yarra catchment may the 
most pesticide laden rivers in Australia. This is of 
concern because a large portion of Melbourne’s 
drinking water supply is sourced from the Yarra. 
Friends of the Earth is also extending into 

pesticide and water research into other states with 
information being south from South Australia and 
Western Australia.

Friends of the Earth has also written to the Federal 
Government regarding the status of the Gippsland 
Lakes. The Gippsland Lakes are turning saline, 
mainly due to dredging at Lakes Entrance, which 
has allowed vast amounts of sea water into the 

Lakes. Friends of the Earth asked the Federal 
Government why the dredging does not come 
under the EpBC Act when its outcomes extend far 
wider than the area that has been dredged.

Anthony Amis remains a member of the ApVMA 
Community Consultative Committee. ApVMA 
are the federal regulatory body for Agricultural 
pesticides and Veterinary products.



FORESTS & BIODIVERSITY

There are two aspects to our forests work –  
a campaign to ensure adequate protection of 
native forests which are currently subjected to 
harvesting operations, and seeking to ensure  
that the plantation estate is managed in a 
sustainable manner, with minimal social and 
environmental impacts on local ecosystems  
and human communities.

Strzeleckis Ranges
For many years, FoE has been the sole group 
operating at the state level which watch 
dogs forestry operations on private land. We 
collaborate with a range of local communities 
and organisations in this work, notably Friends 
of Gippsland Bush. We catalogue the social and 
environmental impacts of pine plantations and 
native forest operations on private land. A key focus 
is the operations of Hancocks Limited, who bought 
up the rights to log public land plantations when the 
Victorian plantations Corporation was privatised by 
the previous government led by Jeff Kennett.  

College Creek, which is a national Site of 
Significance for its old growth cool temperate 
rainforest, is currently being logged by Hancock 
Victorian plantations in breach of a 2006 State 
Government Agreement to protect the area from 
logging and include the area into the Strzelecki 
Cores and Links Rainforest Reserve.

Around 80% of logs logged at College Creek 
will end up at Maryvale pulp Mill (now owned 
by Nippon Paper) to be converted into Reflex 
Copy paper. We continue to play an active role 
in monitoring forestry operations throughout the 
Strzelecki Ranges and seeking to gain better 
outcomes and enhanced protection for these 
important forests.

Our work over the past year had a strong focus 
on advocating for adequate protection of the 
Strezlecki koala which is the most genetically 
robust population remaining in Victoria and  
South Australia.

Much of this work has been focussed on getting 
the Strzelecki Koala listed through the federal 
EpBC Act. FoE sent in a submission to the Senate 
Inquiry into the Status, Health and Sustainability of 
Australia’s Koala population and presented to the 
committee in August. 



CLIMATE

In Victoria, FoE has been working with community 
groups to tackle climate change. We have been 
campaigning for a moratorium on all new coal 
power stations and against the proposed HRL coal 
fired power station in the Latrobe Valley. 

Friends of the Earth actively promotes a just 
transition to renewable energy jobs for coal mining 
communities. We have been promoting the uptake 
of renewable energy by supporting initiatives for 
community wind farms and opposing changes  
to state planning laws that restrict the rollout of 
wind energy. 

We believe that Victoria can play it’s part in 
reducing greenhouse emissions by leading the 
way to a low carbon future. A starting point would 
be to commit to meet all our energy needs from 
renewable sources by 2020, which has been 
demonstrated to be feasible by renewable energy 
advocates Beyond Zero Emissions.

Switch off Hazelwood, switch on 
renewables
We were one of the organisations supporting the 
community mobilisation on 10/10/2010.

Hazelwood power Station is the embodiment of 
Australia’s failure to reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions. Relative to its power output, it’s one of 
the most polluting power stations in the world.

Community campaigning was sufficiently influential 
to encourage the ALp government to enter into 
discussions with the owners of Hazelwood for 
a staged closure of the plant. unfortunately, the 
Coalition subsequently walked away from these 
negotiations once they were in power.

Anglesea campaign 
FoE climate campaigners have been working with 
local residents and groups to build a campaign 
around the Alcoa coal mine just near Anglesea, 
on the west coast of the state. The aim of this 
campaign is to encourage the company to commit 
to replacing its coal power station with locally 
produced renewable energy. FoE carried out the 
basic research to identify to replace the coal fired 
power station with renewable energy sources.

Since 1961 Alcoa has been operating a coal 
mine just inland from Anglesea on Victoria’s Surf 
Coast. The mine and attached power station 
provides energy for the point Henry smelter, which 
produces aluminium for local use and export. 

under the original 1961 lease conditions, Alcoa 
has an automatic option to mine the site for 
another 50 years, but the company is currently in 
negotiations with the State government about a 
substantial expansion of it’s 
open cut mine. They are seeking a license to 
operate for another 50 years. 

New campaign against coal seam gas
From early 2011, FoE has been the key green 
organisation working to prevent the development 
of a CSG industry in Victoria. We believe such 
an industry would have a major negative impact 
on ground and surface water, agricultural land 
and biodiversity, local food production and food 
security, and rural communities.

Yes 2 renewables
The Y2R project was established because of 
the obvious threat to wind energy posed by 
the Coalitions policy on this industry. One of 
the motivations for setting it up was because it 
seems that while the forces opposed to wind farm 
developments are well organised and vocal, the 
majority of Victorians who support good and well 
planned projects are not. We believe that there 
is a real desire in the community to find ways to 
support well planned and appropriate renewable 
projects . This has been shown strongly by the 
positive response we received to the launch of this 
pro-renewables project.

Activity included:

•  Set up the Y2R website, which acts as a one 
stop portal for information on renewable energy 
in Victoria

•  presented at the Senate Inquiry into the Social 
and Economic Impact of Rural Wind Farms

•  active involvement in regional media debate 
around wind energy

•  we ran a successful campaign to get the 
planning minister to approve the Chepstowe 
wind farm after it was called in

•  we set up the ‘wind supporters’ project

•  we held stalls across rural Victoria in support of 
wind energy and held a very successful public 
forum in Gisborne

•  we held a ‘listening tour’ to gauge opinion about 
wind energy in the Yass – Boorowa region of nSW

•  we worked with regional groups and the wind 
industry to help build community support for 
wind energy



SuSTAInABLE SOCIETIES
The Transition Decade
FoE seeks to ensure there are good short term and 
incremental environmental outcomes through its 
day-to-day campaign work. But it also seeks to 
help transform society to be far more sustainable 
through profound shifts in how we organise 
ourselves and meet our needs.

It is clear from what climate science is telling us 
that we have run out of time for half-measures. It 
is now imperative that we form a sound strategy to 
ensure a safe climate is restored - for all people, all 
species, and all generations. 

The next 10 years are critical for our planet. To 
protect our environment and to avoid tipping 
points in the climate system it is necessary to act 
as fast as possible.

FoE helped launch the Transition Decade in early 
2010. T10 brings together a broad range of groups 
and individuals to build a decade of change - all 
working together to define how a safe climate can 
be achieved through lifestyle and technical change.

To aid greater collaboration The Transition Decade 
presents a shared time frame for action that aims 
to accelerate the scale, scope and speed of 
change needed to restore a safe climate.

T10 is a collaboration between FoE, Sustainable 
Living Foundation, Beyond Zero Emissions, the 
Climate Emergency network, and a number of 
local climate action groups.

Further details here: www.t10.net.au

REAL FOOD GROUP
The group had a busy year, and hosted several 
‘real food’ film nights and talks. It updated the 
Produce Pocket Guide which fits into a purse or 
wallet and shows what fruit and vegetables are in 
season at different times of the year for the local 
Melbourne region.  Buying in-season food from 
local small retailers and is one of the simplest 
everyday things you can do to support local 
growers and reduce your carbon footprint.  

Friends of the Earth Melbourne Food 
Cooperative & Bookshop
Friends of the Earth Melbourne’s Food co-
operative, is one of our longest running campaigns 
and social enterprises, operating in Melbourne for 
more than 30 years. The Food co-operative was 
established in the early 1970’s with the bookshop 
being set up shortly afterwards and now includes 
an organic vegan café. The Food co-operative 
is an ethical trader that provides affordable, low 
packaged (bulk) organic and biodynamic food, fruit 
and vegetables, health and eco-cleaning products. 
Our particular emphasis is to provide natural, 
organic produce that is grown and prepared locally 
- preferably by small companies and producers. 

Throughout the year, the food co-operative and 
bookshop has continued to be the cornerstone of 
the thriving FoE Melbourne building and the local 
community especially with the spectacular return of 
the ‘Surfin’ Safari Ball’ at the Collingwood town hall. 

Over the last year the Food Co-operative 
has continued to deeply engage in the local 
community, working with the City of Yarra to 
provide a meals program to those unable to 
prepare food themselves. We also continue to 
strive for social inclusion by hosting volunteer 
programs working with refugees, those on 
correctional-based orders and by working closely 
with the Judy Lazarus Centre in helping people 
transiting out of incarceration and back into the 
broader community.

Long time bookshop co-ordinator, Sarah Barber, 
left at the end of 2010 and we would like to thank 
her for all her efforts.

The South Melbourne Commons (SMC)
The Commons is a joint initiative of Friends of 
the Earth Australia and the Father Bob Maguire 
Foundation and Saint peter and paul’s parish, and 
located in South Melbourne. 

Most members and supporters will know of the long 
held FoE Australia project to establish a number 
of ‘sustainable supermarkets’ around the country 
– the vision is to establish an Eco Market that will 
provide at least 70% of the goods you can find in 
a traditional supermarket. We hope to be able to 
establish a number of these in coming years.

The Commons is the first of these, and has 
evolved to suit the site we are working with, the 
old South Melbourne Catholic primary School.

While the Commons is a project of FoE Australia, 
however FoE Melbourne continues to provide 
substantial direct support to this emerging project.



OTHER InITIATIVES
Environmental education
Environmental education was a major aspect of 
our work during the year. Key public education  
and mobilisation events included the following 
public forums:

•  How can we achieve a clean energy future, 
August (South Melbourne)

•  Forests and deep ecology forum (September, 
South Melbourne)

•  Forum: Water for River Red Gum Parks  
(October, Bendigo)

•  Our forests, your pollution: Indonesian 
environmentalists speak out against Australia’s 
carbon offset schemes (november, Melbourne)

•  We held a number of ‘permablitz’ sessions at 
South Melbourne Commons and an earthbag 
building workshop to give people practical  
skills in sustainable food production and  
building techniques

•  We organised a MUSIC FOR MUCKATY benefit 
to support the growing campaign against a 
radioactive waste dump at Muckaty in the  
n.T. (February)

•  We supported the Public forum on grazing in the 
Alpine national park

•  Forum: From Chernobyl to Fukushima - is there  
a future in nuclear? (April)

•  Joint Management, Indigenous Solidarity work 
and Land Justice: A Discussion night (June)

•  We held a launch for The Comfort of Water, a 
new book by Maya Ward, which chronicles her 
21 day pilgrimage from the sea to the source of 
Melbourne’s Yarra River.

FoE has held information and outreach stalls at 
dozens of community events around Melbourne 
and regional Victoria over the past year.

Nanotechnology
We host the FoE Australia nanotechnology project, 
with two staff – Georgia Miller and Elena McMaster 
based in the Melbourne office.

pleas see the FoE Australia report for details on 
activity during 2010/11.

Local environmental campaigning  
and alliances 
FoE has continued to collaborate closely with 
other peak Victorian green groups including; 

Environment Victoria (EV), 

The Wilderness Society (TWS), and the Victorian 
national parks Association (VnpA). 

A media officer position is shared between FoE 
and EV, the VnpA and TWS.

We work closely with The Wiradjuri, Yorta Yorta, 
Taungurung, Barapa Barapa, Wamba Wamba, 
Mutti Mutti, Wadi Wadi, Latji Latji, Wergaia and 
ngarrindjeri nations.

We remain active in the Victorian Trades Hall 
Council climate change working group, which we 
helped initiate.  In addition, we continue to support 

a wide range of community campaigns and 
projects around the state. 

The upstairs campaign office has worked hard 
to continue building our income. Our core 
team is composed of a campaigns coordinator, 
membership development coordinator, finance 
coordinator and the newly created position of 
operations coordinator. These positions are funded 
by membership, donations, fund raising and direct 
debit income. 

The successful street canvassing program that 
FoEM invested in brought us many more members 
and supporters, thereby raising awareness of the 
issues we are working on.  We are not currently 
continuing this program as we are repaying the 
initial funds borrowed to run it.  This investment 
will continue to improve our financial position for 
many years.

The downstairs Food Co-operative continues 
to provide considerable financial support to the 
campaigns, not least through paying the bulk of 
the rent on the building, therefore greatly reducing 
overheads for the campaign collectives.

There are currently three part time staff employed 
in the businesses, and eleven part time staff in the 
upstairs campaign office.

A copy of our audited financial report is available 
upon request. melissa.slattery@foe.org.au



Membership
We currently have around 1,300 paid up members 
and supporters (a great improvement on last year) 
and more than 4,000 people on our database 
(members, supporters, donors). There are around 
4,500 people on our e-bulletin list and several 
thousand in campaign specific lists.

FoE Melbourne is committed to continuing 
to increase our membership over the next 
twelve months and to ensuring all members are 
encouraged to participate in our campaigns and 
our decision-making processes.

We would like to thank all past and present 
members of FoE Melbourne who continue to 
support our work in many varied ways.  As a 
membership based organisation we could not 
exist without you and we love you all!

Our bequest program
Thank you to our many members who have  
let us know that they are including FoE in their  
wills. Every gift, whether large or small, makes  
a real difference. 

If you would like further information on 
remembering FoE in your will, see  
http://www.foe.org.au/ about-us/bequest or 
call Justin Butler in the Melbourne office: 03 9419 
8700 (ext 23) or toll free 1300 852 081.

Friends of the Earth Melbourne Committee 
of Management
In 2008, FoE agreed to change the structure of 
it’s Committee of Management (called the policy 
& Accountability Collective, or pAC), giving it a 
greater responsibility for oversight of finances, 
strategic development, and governance and  
risk assessment. 

Over the past year, the pAC has continued to 
work hard to clarify its roles and has been a great 
benefit to the organisation, taking on oversight of 
funding, risk and development issues. 

The members of the PAC in 2010/11 were:
Bruce Thompson 
Cathryn Kriewaldt 
Dave Sweeney 
Gregor Husper 
Leanne MacLean 
Sarah Johnson 
Sophie Burke 
Mara Bonacci

Governance
On a day to day level all campaign collectives 
manage their own affairs. Once a month all 
campaigns attend the strategy collective  
meeting, which is where all of organisation 
decisions are taken. 

The Committee of Management (pAC) acts in 
an oversight role to strategy. There are regular 
campaigners’ meetings and working groups are 
established as needed to deal with specific issues.



FInAnCIAL REpORT 2011

Statement of Comprehensive Income for the Year ended 30 June 2011

2011 $ 2010 $
Revenue
Food Co-op Sales $466,294.38 $428,205.52 
Book Shop Sales $136,673.07 $148,390.64 
Membership Subscription $21,891.52 $12,396.84
Donations $412,568.06 $402,003.01
Fundraising $33,076.39 $11,333.39
Grant  Income $170,538.87 $316,476.53
Bank Interest $12,977.42 $6,755.32
Miscellaneous Income $28,240.15 $8,734.43
Consultancy $0.00 $0.00
proceeds on sales of Fixed Assets $0.00 $0.00
Legacies & Bequest $0.00 $2,767.04

$1,282,259.86 $1,337,062.72
Expenditure
Cost of Goods Sold - Food Co-op $331,421.45 $307,723.50
Cost of Goods Sold - Book Shop $75,834.85 $97,121.08
Wages and Assoc. Cost $444,291.82 $413,201.14
Administration Expenses $79,201.82 $91,617.78
Rent and Outgoings $54,748.86 $53,975.20
Fundraising Expenses $11,835.89 $7,678.27
Campaigning Cost (inc Travel) $54,999.76 $82,176.86
Bank Charges & Fees $6,084.74 $3,281.92
Donations $30,303.00 $101,114.18
Depreciation & Amortisation $7,473.45 $9,224.10
Insurance $3,113.58 $4,344.67
Gas, Electricity & Water $8,858.09 $6,417.76
Audit Fees - Audit or Reviewing the Financial Report $2,926.00 $2,632.52
Miscellaneous Expenses $21,085.48 $26,265.81
Consultants $96,208.41 $10,972.42
Legal & Government Fees $0.00 $0.00
Advertising $0.00 $1,714.50

$1,228,387.20 $1,219,461.71
Surplus/(deficit) for the year $53,872.66 $117,601.01
Other comprehensive income $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00
Total comprehensive income for the year $53,872.66 $117,601.01
Total comprehensive income attributable to the members $53,872.66 $117,601.01

Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2011

2011 $ 2010 $
Assets
Current assets
Cash on hand and at bank $180,051.05 $256,195.61
Short-term bank deposits $189,672.60 $182,948.84
Receivables $18,910.42 $1,710.94
Inventories $68,621.60 $72,787.37
Sundry debtors $56,963.63 $52,905.31
Total current assets $514,219.30 $566,548.07
non-current assets
plant and equipment $27,319.04 $25,773.93
Total non-current assets $27,319.04 $25,773.93
Total assets $541,538.34 $592,322.00
Liabilities
Current liabilities
Trade payables $44,634.27 $42,483.00
General creditors $29,058.55 $79,538.00
Grants/income received in advance $0.00 $30,994.00
Employee provisions $36,653.60 $27,708.34
Building fund $0.00 $0.00
Total current liabilities $110,346.42 $180,723.34
non-current liabilities
Borrowing’s $0.00 $0.00
Other creditors $1,100.00 $35,379.40
Total non-current liabilities $1,100.00 $35,379.40
Total liabilities $111,446.42 $216,102.74
net assets $430,091.92 $376,219.26
Retained surplus & reserve
Opening retained surplus $220,978.76 $102,511.63
Surplus/(deficit) for the year $53,872.66 $117,601.01
Transfer from/(to) building reserve $2,221.50 $866.12
Closing retained surplus $277,072.92 $220,978.76
Opening balance building reserve $155,240.50 $156,106.62
Transfer from/(to) retained surplus ($2,221.50) ($866.12)
Closing balance building reserve $153,019.00 $155,240.50
Total surplus & reserve $430,091.92 $376,219.26



Statement by members of the PAC 
Management Committee
In the opinion of the members of the committee 
the financial report: 

•  Represents a true and fair view of the financial 
position of Friends of the Earth (Melbourne) Inc 
as at 30 June 2011 and its performance for the 
year ended on that date in accordance with the 
Australian Accounting Standards, mandatory 
professional reporting requirements and other 
authoritive pronouncements of the Australian 
Accounting Standards Board.

•  At the date of this statement, there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that Friends of 
the Earth (Melbourne) Inc will be able to pay its 
debts as and when they fall due. This statement 
is made in accordance with a resolution of the 
Committee and is signed for and on behalf of the 
Committee by:

Mara Bonacci, Collingwood, Victoria

Thanks!
To the following people, foundations, businesses 
and organisations who supported our work over 
the last year:

Austpac Ventures p/L

Australian Centre for Democracy & Justice

Fouress Foundation

Gladneys pty Ltd

Global Health Gateway

MApW

Mary McKilliop Foundation

Melbourne Community Foundation

Melk pty Ltd

nordia Foundation

pMF Foundation

Reichstein Foundation

S & J Rothfield Family Fund

We must thank our 4 individual donors who 
allowed us to employ a renewable energy 
campaigner 

In kind support:
•  the law firm Arnold Bloch Leibler continues to 

provide pro bono advice to FoE as part of its 
public interest law program.

•  Open Space Publishing

•  The companies who supported our Surfin’ Safari 
Ball – our major fund raising event. Mt Zero 
Olives, Borg’s pastry, nepean Trading, Kas, 
pureharvest, Toscana Oil, Spiral Foods, Aquer 
Foods, prarhan Organic Fruit and Vegie Stall and 
Matthew Shiloh



Staff 
Food co-operative co-ordinator: Beth Cameron

Bookshop: Sarah Barber. 
Sarah left in late 2010 and was replaced by  
Mel payne and Karri Cameron

Campaigns office: 
Membership development Coordinator: Justin Butler

Finance Coordinator: Mara Bonacci and Maude Farrugia. 
Mara and Maude left during the year and welcome to 
Melissa Slattery who has taken over finances.

Operations co-ordinator: This new position has been 
filled by Samantha Castro

Food Cooperative Coordinator: Beth Cameron

Campaigns co-ordinator: Cam Walker

plantations/ pesticides: Anthony Amis

Barmah Millewa co-ordinator: Alyssa Vass

Water campaigner: Jono La nauze  

Murray Country project Coordinator: Indira narayan

Climate campaign Renewable energy campaigners: 
Ellen Roberts and Ben Courtice 

nanotechnology campaigners: Georgia Miller and Elena 
McMaster

nuclear state co-ordinators: Cat Beaton, Madeline 
Hudson Tully McIntyre and Kate Morison

nuclear national co-ordinator: Jim Green 

Volunteer conveners:

IT support: Chris Lange

Real food campaign: Martin pritchard

public forests campaigner: Lauren Caulfield 
(Lauren moved back to WA during the year)

Indigenous solidarity – Latin America: Marisol Salinas

Climate justice group: Shaun Murray 

Thanks
To the following people for their incredible 
contribution to keeping FoE going:

•  Jessie Boylan and Casey Sparks – for organising 
this years Radioactive exposure tour

•  Mara Bonacci and Chris Lange for their efforts in 
re wiring the building to upgrade our phone and 
computer systems

•  Ramona, who worked in the food co-op during 
the year

•  Everyone who contributed to our Surfin’ Safari 
Ball – our major fund raising event – including 
Gazza, Roger, Ramona, Tom, Deanne, and Katie; 
the northern Support Services for people with 
Disabilities; Gen, Thais and the kitchen crew, all 
the performers and Tim (MC)

•  We must especially note the efforts of Mara 
Bonacci, our finances manager, who has left to 
go travelling. All the best Mara!



COnTACT uS:

Friends of the Earth Melbourne Inc 
312 Smith Street, Collingwood [Box 222, Fitzroy, 3065]

Ph: 03 9419 8700  
Toll Free (outside Melbourne): 1300 852 081

E: foe@melbourne.foe.org.au
W: www.melbourne.foe.org.au

This report covers the financial year 2010/11.






