
APRIL 17, 2026

Prime Minister Mark Carney

Health Minister Marjorie Michel

The Canada Health Act received Royal Assent on this day in 1984. It was passed 
unanimously by the House of Commons. It was and is one of the greatest nation-
building achievements in the history of our country. 

Today, the Canada Health Act and the future of public health care in every province 
and territory of Canada are in grave danger because of Alberta’s Bill 11, which became 
law in December 2025. Bill 11, the Health Statutes Amendment Act, 2025 (No. 2), allows 
physicians to treat patients in the public health care system while also charging them 
fees, creating a two-tiered system for those who can pay and those who cannot. This is 
a clear violation of the Canada Health Act. 

Bill 11 also opens the door to private insurance companies, foreign and Canadian, to 
undermine Canada’s health care system by offering private insurance to cover medically 
necessary care.

The dual practice/two-tier care provisions of Bill 11 in particular so undermines the 
Canada Health Act that, if allowed to continue, it will render this signature achievement 
of Canadian government without meaning. It will mean the end of fair, accessible, 
universal public health care in Canada. 

Your government has the power to save Canada’s universal health care by enforcing 
the Canada Health Act. We are writing today to tell you your government must use the 
Canada Health Act to block implementation of those parts of Bill 11 that are intended to 
open the door to American-style health care in Canada.

Is today – April 17, 2026 – going to be the last anniversary of the Canada Health Act? 

The answer is in your hands. 

Canadians will remember what you did. 
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