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FutureA358 

A local, grass-roots campaign challenging National Highways’ proposals for 

the A358 

 

Background - who we are 

We are an informal group based in Hatch Beauchamp and West Hatch, who are keen to work with landowners and 

residents across Somerset who care about the issue, and those further afield who worry about the future of the 

English countryside. 

Our group supports the ‘community of Parishes’, but exists independently, focused on things that the parish councils 

can’t easily do on their own – fundraising, marketing, wider campaigning, and encouraging support from friends and 

family outside Somerset. 

 

What are we doing? 

Our focus for June is a campaign to gather as much input as possible to the National Highways supplementary 

consultation as possible. 

We’re doing the following things to make this happen: 

1. Producing poster, flyers and signs to share with local residents – if you’d like any, and can offer to share in your 

area, please let us know. We have also engaged a marketing company to distribute a brief flyer to 4,000 

households to raise awareness 

2. Gathering responses to the National Highways consultation via a survey hosted on our website 

(www.futurea358.com) 

o We discovered via the survey in November 2021 that simply directing people to the National Highways 

consultation survey doesn’t work, for a couple of reasons 

▪ Firstly – NH are asking the wrong questions. We’ve included all of their questions, but have 

asked some pretty fundamental ones of our own, such as ‘Do you want the A358 to be dualled in 

the first place?’ 

▪ Secondly – they are economical with the truth when presenting their results 

  

http://www.futurea358.com/
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o As a result, we’re hosting a survey on our website, which provides several key benefits: 

1. Make the process much easier – the National Highways website is dreadfully complicated 

2. Ask the questions that NH daren’t ask – such as ‘do you want the A358 dualled at all? 

3. Gives us data and insight to challenge National Highways – gathering our own data gives us 

information which National Highways otherwise won’t share from the responses that they 

received directly. We can use this to support legal challenges to the project in the future, and to 

challenge NH when they present the results 

4. Key point: all responses gathered on our website will be shared with National Highways as 

inputs into their consultation, in full. We ran this process for the November 2021 consultation 

and they confirmed that responses submitted via our process were accepted and counted 

3. Recruiting volunteers to drum up as many survey responses as possible 

o We’re looking for at least 50 volunteers from local landowners and village residents who will work with 

us and pledge to encourage at least 20 of their friends/family to respond to the survey  

o The process is very easy – 

▪ Forward a personalized email to your of friends/family/anyone you know, encouraging them to 

fill out the survey. We’ll send you a draft, which includes a personalized link for you and your 

friends to use 

▪ We’ll let you know every few days how many of your friends/family have responded 

o We’ll keep all volunteers up to date regularly via email and hope to organise a meeting in due course. 

 

What are we not doing? 

- We aren’t here to tell anyone what they should say in their responses – we know there’s a wide range of local 

views and priorities, and the process gives everyone the opportunity to say exactly what they think 

- We will share anything and everything that people submit to us us with National Highways 

- We will respect people’s privacy – all responses will be consolidated confidentially, in adherence with GDPR. We 

will publish aggregated summary-level findings only, and verbatim comments only where these are suitably 

anonymous. 

 

What’s the goal for this consultation? 

- Our target is at least 1000 consultation responses via our website 

- We understand from similar campaigns run elsewhere that 1000 objections or so is ‘critical mass’ 

- To get there, we really need your help and to work together. We’re keen to work with anyone that feels 

similarly and can help, and are open to all ideas. 
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How you can help 

1. Fill out the survey on our site 

2. Spread the word: distribute flyers and posters in your local area 

3. Volunteer to gather survey responses from your contacts 

4. Volunteer to help run our campaign 

 

We are really passionate about this, and know that many of you are too. It would be great to join forces to 

challenges National Highways. Together, we can make a difference.  

 

To get in touch, please reach out to any of the following: 

 

Chandos Gore Langton Sarah Gore Langton 

01823 480 567 07843 487 101 

cgl@nilstaube.com sgorelangton@gmail.com 

 

Ollie Jordan Christine Scott 

07960 826 122 07708 702 967 

oliver.jordan@futurea358.com christine.scott101@yahoo.com 

 


