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The Children’s Hospital of Michigan                                                      

Annual Cereal Drive to Combat Child Hunger

Dear Community Partner:

The Children's Hospital of Michigan Professional Nurse Council we would like to invite you to 

actively join us in the fight against child hunger during our Tenth Annual Cereal Drive in 2019..

The PNC believes there is a hunger gap that needs to be filled, and a way to address it. In 

Southeast Michigan, more than 300,000 free, or reduced-fee breakfasts and lunches are served 

daily to kids during the school year. What happens during the summer months when school is out?

Our cereal drive began in June, 2010, collecting 160,757 servings of cereal. We immediately 

recognized the positive impact this project had on our community and eagerly set a goal to make 

this an annual event!  Every year the Cereal Drive continues to exceed the previous years’ serving 

totals, during our ninth drive in 2018, we collected 1,938,537 servings of cereal for the children of 

southeast Michigan!

Ranked as one of the best children’s hospitals in the country, the Children’s Hospital of Michigan 

PNC takes seriously our role as stewards of children’s health. Hunger affects health. With a proven 

connection between nutrition and good health, our mission is clear.

We’re asking for you to help us improve the lives and the health of our community’s children. 

Collected cereal will be donated to Gleaners Community Food Bank, who will distribute the cereal 

collection to children and their families over the summer.

Collection Guidelines: 

We recommend that you collect your cereal during the month of May, however, you may run your 

cereal drive whenever you like. Please have your cereal delivered to the Children’s Hospital of 

Michigan by 12 noon on Friday, June 7, 2019.  To arrange pick-ups for a large donation, please call                 

313-308-0628.  We are unable to accommodate food pick-ups  prior to May 31, 2019 so we ask that 

you store your cereal in a secure, food friendly, and critter-free environment. 

We hope your organization joins our effort to fight child 

hunger in Southeast Michigan next summer! 
2



Thank you for your interest in holding a cereal drive to benefit the Children’s Hospital 

Cereal Drive and Gleaners Community Food Bank. Food drives are easy and a great 

opportunity to have some fun while helping your hungry neighbors in need. Below is some 

information to help make your cereal drive a success.  

Please go to www.gcfb.org and click on the food drive tab for additional information or 

contact Yolanda Baston at ybaston@gcfb.org or 313-308-0628

Organizing a food drive is fun, but it can take some work. Below are some steps to help 

make your food drive a success.

Recruit A Team 

•Get others involved to build excitement and share the work, or split into teams and see 

who can collect the most cereal or raise the most funds. Be sure to include management 

and leadership!

Pick Your Food Drive Dates 

•Depending on the size of your organization, 2-3 weeks is best. You want to give people 

enough time to bring in a donation, without losing a sense of urgency and excitement.  

Set Your Goal

•It helps to set a goal of how much cereal your organization will work to collect. This will 

give people something to strive toward and will allow you to gauge your progress during 

the drive. We suggest asking each employee to bring in a box of cereal or donate $5 

(about the cost of a box of cereal) as your goal.

Get Food Drive Supplies from Gleaners

•Gleaners can provide food drive collection boxes, flyers, and donation canisters. You 

are also welcome to use your own boxes.

Inquire about a Corporate Match 

•Challenge your company to match employee donations with a corporate cereal or 

monetary donation. Many organizations already have a program in place to match 

financial donations, so be sure to check with your Human Resource Department.



Dates to Remember 

May 31-June 7, 2019
To arrange pick-up for a large donation, please call (313) 571

All cereal must be delivered to Children’s Hospital of 

Michigan by noon on June 7. To arrange pick-up for a 

large donation, please call (313) 308-0628 
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Gearing Up
To arrange pick-up for a large donation, please call (313) 571
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• Children’s Hospital of Michigan can provide collection bins from 

Gleaners to store your collected cereal.

• Be sure to place the bins in a location that is VISUAL. 

• Location should be secure.

• Location should be food-friendly (and critter free).

• The following letter for solicitation of participants has been 

provided by Gleaners Community Food Bank.



Children’s Hospital of Michigan 2019 Cereal Drive

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan is delighted to partner and be

the recipient for the ninth year of the Children's Hospital of Michigan Professional Nurse Council’s 

annual Cereal Drive ‘because hunger doesn’t take a summer vacation’ May 31– June 7, 2019.

In 2010, the Children’s Hospital of Michigan Cereal Drive raised over 160,500 servings of cereal 

(14,180 pounds), the largest cereal drive in Gleaners history!  Every year the Cereal Drive continues to 

exceed the previous years’ serving totals. For the ninth year celebration in 2018, 1,938,537 cereal servings 

were collected.  An amazing total of over 6.4 million cereal servings                                                     

have been collected by the Children’s Hospital of Michigan in seven years!  

The impact of this community project is invaluable in the fight against child hunger.                                 

In southeast Michigan, nearly 300,000 children receive free and reduced-price school meals.                                     

For many of these children, breakfast and lunch at school are the only meals they can rely on.                               

The Cereal Drive affords Gleaners large quantities and choices of cereal to distribute through                                        

our partners to our community’s children who are home from school for the summer.

Thank you to our friends at the Children's Hospital of Michigan for their continued commitment to the 

health and wellbeing of the children in our community beyond the walls of their hospital. We look forward to 

the ninth annual 2019 Cereal Drive and hope you can join us.

Gleaners’ thanks you in advance for your support!

Gleaners Community Food Bank is a 501 [c] [3] organization.

Gleaners Community Food Bank exists to provide households with access to sufficient, nutritious food, and related 

resources. We accomplish this through collaboration, efficient operations, education, and innovative solutions to 

achieve a hunger-free community in southeast Michigan. Headquartered in Detroit, Gleaners operates five 

distribution centers in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Livingston and Monroe counties and provides food to nearly 500 

partner soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters and other agencies throughout southeastern Michigan. Over the past 

year, Gleaners distributed more than 43 million pounds of food to neighbors in need! On average, Gleaner distributes 

96,000 meals each day including providing nourishing food and nutrition education to 171,000 children a year.                

Every dollar donated provides three meals and

97 cents of every donated dollar goes to food and food programs.

A copy of our non-profit tax exempt letter is available on request.                                                           

For more tax information, please visit our website at www.gcfb.org.

http://www.gcfb.org/


Fun Cereal Drive Ideas for Your Organization
To arrange pick-up for a large donation, please call (313) 571

Create Friendly Competition

A little friendly competition can be a big incentive for collecting more cereal. Hold a 

collection  contest between departments, office locations or floors. You could even 

challenge another business to get in on the competition and have the “losing” company  

provide breakfast for the winners.  

Have an Incentive for Reaching the Goal

Incentives are a great way to encourage employees to participate! 

Some Ideas: Buy breakfast for the winning team or if your company goal is met.  Give a 

prime parking spot to the individual who donates the most!  Enter the names of 

employees who donate cereal or monies into a drawing for a prizes.  Consider casual 

Friday for those that donate.  Employees who donate get a pass on wearing a suit and tie.

Lose the Latte or Brown Bag It 

Skip that run to the coffee shop or deli and buy a meal for a hungry neighbor. Ask 

participants to bring their lunch instead of eating out or pass on a coffee run and 

donate what they would have spent to the cereal drive. 
.
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Cereal Drive Contact Information 
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Wendi Tague RN, BSN 

Community Coordinator

(313)745-5267

wtague@dmc.org

Pam Taurence RN

National Coordinator 

(313) 745-6456

ptaurenc@dmc.org

Suzette Hohendorf

Gleaners Food Bank

(313) 932-3535 ext 243

shohendorf@gcfb.org

Yolanda Baston

Gleaners Food Bank

(313) 308-0628

ybaston@gcfb.org

Keep up with us:

ChildrensDMC.org/CerealDrive

@ChildrensDMC

@ChildrensDMC

@ChildrensDMC
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