
 
  

 

Dear Friends: With farewell hugs, joy, and hope to meet again in 

September, the school year came to an end on June 1.  It has been a good 

year for so many children, yet we cannot but feel sad when we realize 

how many Palestinian children have been deprived of their homes, and 

education due to the ongoing measures of the occupation.  We hope you 

will enjoy our Spring newsletter that comes at the end of the school year.   

 

With warm greetings,  

 

Abla Nasir                                                    Raeda Jasser 

President                                                          School Principal 

 

 

An open day activity 

 

The last activity for the year was an open day for the 

kindergarten children on May 25
th

 with the 

participation of their mothers.  The program included 

a performance of dancing and singing Arabic and 

English songs.  

And then the 

mothers joined in 

a mother-child competition, followed 

by a session of drawing together.   

 

Along with the teachers and mothers, the children 

enjoyed a healthy breakfast, followed by an 

entertainment session by “Zaatar and Simsim” 

troupe, who always make it a point to pass on a 

message through their entertainment such as the 

importance of personal hygiene, and the need to eat 

healthy food, and how the mothers could help their children get ready to 

join the first grade in September.  It was lots of fun with balloons and 

face painting.  

 

 



Journey to Jo’burg 

 

On April 25 Beverley Naidoo, the  renowned 

South African writer visited the school with 

Jehan Helou, president of the  Palestine 

Board on Books for young  people (PBBY.)  

The sixth graders had read Naidoo’s book 

Journey to Jo’burg which was translated into 

Arabic by Tamer Institute, and the children 

were so excited to meet the author and to 

discuss the book with her, and we think it was 

just as much of a joy for Beverley to listen to 

those children with the hope that she might 

eventually write a story about Palestinian 

children.   

    

 

Graduation 

 

On June 4 the school celebrated the graduation 

of its 45
th

 batch.   Most of the 2l graduates had 

spent two years in the kindergarten over and 

above the six elementary grades.  So it was 

very emotional for them to realize that the day 

marked the 

end of their journey at Rawdat El-Zuhur.  

However the school doors are always 

open for its alumni, and they continue to 

find an occasion to stop by.   

The ceremony was simple and charming 

with the children excelling in their folk 

dancing (Dabke) trained by Watan Kayal.  

Felicia Abu Rmeileh led the choir in a  

variety of songs including the school song 

and the national anthem and the well 

known Doris Day  song of the fifties Que 

sera sera. Maybe to give the children some hope in what seems to be a 

hopeless situation. The MC was Dyala El-Khatib from the 5
th

 grade who 

did a fantastic job and seems to have a promising future as a leader or as a 

teacher.  The valedictorians were four, Majd Abu Tayeh and Hala Abu 

El-Reesh who spoke in Arabic while Jana Abdo and Rafiq Barakat 

delivered their messages in English; an opportunity for them to show off 

their skills in a foreign language.  The parents were represented by 



Waseem Ali, the principal of Princess Basmah school for the physically 
handicapped, who gave a very meaningful message.   In her talk, the 
Principal, Mrs. Raeda Jasser wished the children a happy and successful 
future, and she thanked the parents and the staff for their cooperation, as 
well as the community and all the friends of RZ for their support.  Special 
mention and thanks went to Mrs. Hala Shubeitah on the occasion of her 
retirement after serving for 39 years as the English teacher for the 
kindergarten, but who unfortunately was 
unable to attend the event. Samia Kattan 
Khoury was also honored as she opted to 
resign for health reasons, after serving for 13 
years as a first grade teacher.  The president of 
Rawdat El-Zuhur organization, Mrs. Abla 
Nasir, along with the class teacher Nida Farhat assisted the principal in 
handing out the diplomas and the various awards. Each graduate was 
given a souvenir group photo of their class.      
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

                              
             



 

In Appreciation: 

Special Thanks to the following friends who made a contribution during 

this scholastic year September 2015-May 2016 

  

Mennonite Central Committee 

Peter Makari’s group 

Rima Bardocosh 

Muna & Bassem Hishmeh 

Sandra Schumacher in memory of her grandmother “Huda Said” 

Samia Khoury 

Neville Usher 

Diocese of Sprinfield in illinois 

Abla Nassir 

Samia Halabi 

Martha Hodges Katz  

Samir and Mrs. Mariene Mourad 

Donald and Mrs. Nahida Gordon 

The PNA Prime Minister's office.   

DT. Verein Vom HL. Lande Koeln Steinf 

Jean Hughes 

Mary Grey 

John Scott 

Nancy Lapp 

 

  

And many thanks as well to the many who have supported Rawdat El-

Zuhur through:  

 Global Ministries of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 

United Church of Christ.  

 Embrace the Middle East in UK.  

 UPA 

 ANERA 

 Embrace the Children of Palestine 

 

School Guests  

 

We appreciated the visit of the following guests during the month of 

May. It is always a pleasure to see old friends, and to meet new ones.   

 

 Ms. Jean Hughes from the UK 



 Mrs. Nancy Fowler with a group from Global Ministries (Southern 

California) 

 Mrs. Nancy Lapp’s visit to Jerusalem was on a Friday, so 

unfortunately the school was closed, but she did have a nice visit 

with Mrs. Samia Khoury at her home in Beit Hanina.  


