
Families with low socioeconomic status (SES) and 
families who live in homes built before 1978 have 
a disproportionately higher risk of lead poisoning.iii 
Recent immigrants and refugees are particularly at risk. 
HI-CLPPP data shows that neighbor islands had lower 
testing rates compared to O’ahu, while Hawai’i and Maui 
counties showed a higher percentage of children with 
elevated blood lead levels.

Altarum, a nonprofit research and consulting organization, 
estimated that over 1000 children in Hawai’i born in just 
2019 had a blood lead level above or equal to 2 µg/dL. 
This childhood lead exposure will lead to an estimated 
lifetime economic burden of $355.4 million.iv For every $1 
spent protecting vulnerable children in Hawai’i, Altarum 
estimated that $1.30 would be saved.

In 2003, federal funding for lead poisoning prevention 
ended in Hawai’i, leaving the state without a lead 
poisoning prevention program for 14 years.ii  The 14-
year break in funding has resulted in a general lack 
of knowledge and awareness about childhood lead 
poisoning. After September 2021, Hawai’i will have no 
consistent sources of funding to support childhood lead 
prevention.

Blood lead testing is required for Hawai’i children with 
Medicaid coverage. However, for children who are not 
Medicaid-eligible, as of June 2020, there are no state 
regulations that require blood lead testing for children 
in Hawai’i. 

Childhood lead poisoning is a serious health threat that 
impacts millions of children throughout the United States, 
including Hawai’i. From 2018 to 2019, only about 26% of 
Hawai’i children ages 1 and 2 years were tested for lead. 
About 1% of children tested showed elevated blood lead 
levels above or equal to5 µg/dL, according to data collected 
by the Hawai’i Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Program, or HI-CLPPP. (There is no safe level of lead.)

Even low levels of lead exposure can have severe long-
term consequences that follow children into adulthood.i 
Despite this, many states, including Hawai’i, do not 
require testing all children for lead. Many cases go 
unrecognized, and the actual rate of lead poisoning 
is unknown. With universal childhood testing and 
the recommendations outlined below, we can protect 
children and the larger community from the life-altering 
effects of this completely preventable health threat.

Priority Steps

Issue new guidelines to healthcare 
providers that:
• 

• 

• 

•

Update applicable laws and 
landlord-tenant codes to protect 
tenants from environmental health 
issues, such as lead, by requiring 
remediation and forbidding 
retaliation for allowing inspections.

Develop and distribute public 
education materials to healthcare 
providers, public health 
professionals, child care providers, 
and community health leaders.

Education and 
Awareness

Lead 
Testing

Environmental 
Investigations and 
Tenant Protections

Explain the reasons to test all children at 
ages 1 and 2 years.
Recommend best practices relating to 
insurance coding and billing to ensure 
blood lead tests are covered fully.
Offer talking points and handouts about 
prevention and blood lead testing to 
discuss with families.
Suggest additional resources available 
for families.
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