
How Ontario 
Municipalities can 
Support the Greenbelt 
Research consistently shows more than 9 in 10 Ontarians across the political, demographic  
and geographic spectrum support the Greenbelt. Municipalities play a key role in supporting 
the Greenbelt as the implementers of provincial plans and policies that align with local 
priorities.  

Maintaining and growing a permanently protected Greenbelt – for current and future 
generations – should be a priority for all local and regional elected officials. Municipal 
governments must continue to show strong leadership to provide long-term certainty for 
Greenbelt residents, farmers, businesses and communities. 
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Why the Greenbelt 
is Important to 
Municipalities

Climate change, global food supply chain disruptions, population 
growth, and the biodiversity crisis make the Greenbelt more 
important than ever. The Greenbelt is also a crucial municipal asset 
that supports local economies through revenue from taxes, tourism 
and recreation opportunities close to home.  

We are asking all municipal candidates to support a number of 
commitments that will ensure the Greenbelt remains permanent, 
protected and prosperous. With your support, the Greenbelt’s over 
two million acres of protected farmland, forests, wetlands and rivers, 
can continue to provide clean air, fresh water and a secure local food 
source to all Ontarians. 

Commitments to ensure the Greenbelt remains permanent, protected, and 
prosperous:

1. Protect and expand existing Greenbelt boundaries

2. Take action to ensure security of local food and agriculture 

3. Protect our natural environment, so it can protect us: Invest in the restoration of 
Greenbelt natural systems and connectivity

4. Improve access to greenspaces for all

Protect and expand 
existing Greenbelt 
boundaries

Designating ever more land for development is not an effective 
solution when thousands of hectares of existing, often serviced, 
lands sit unused across the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Housing 
affordability is a serious concern that should be primarily addressed 
by better use of existing land within established settlement areas. 

To ensure continued viability and integrity of the Greenbelt, 
candidates should:

•     Maintain current Greenbelt boundaries, reject requests for land      
      swaps and weakening of Greenbelt protections.
•     Focus housing construction in existing settlement areas with      
      municipal infrastructure to accommodate growth effectively       
      and not further damage agricultural and natural systems.

See below for further details and actions supporting these commitments. 
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Take Action to Ensure 
Security of Local Food 
and Agriculture  

Protect our natural 
environment, so it can 
protect us 
The Greenbelt’s natural areas and water systems provide 
essential climate resilience for local communities in the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe— Canada’s most rapidly 
urbanizing region. Greenbelt natural systems, like forests, 
wetlands, and healthy soils, help prevent flooding, protect 
freshwater, and keep our communities cooler during extreme 
heat events. The Greenbelt is also one of the most biodiverse 
regions in Canada and a critical migratory route for wildlife. 

To support restoration of Greenbelt natural systems and 
connectivity, candidates should:

•     Support a restoration fund or program that delivers           
      services and community benefits to increase climate           
      resilience. Programming should also support planning      
      and knowledge transfer among municipal experts. 
•     Support local environmental stewardship programs with    
      property and agricultural incentives.
•     Build Municipal Natural Asset Inventories and      
      Management into budgets and plans.

Ontario’s Greenbelt is home to thousands of working 
farms – many within 100 kilometres of major urban centres 
and Canada’s largest consumer market – that provide 
food security, support much-needed jobs and boost the 
economy. Greenbelt farms account for over 50 per cent of 
Ontario’s fruit acreage and over 2,800 acres of vegetable 
production. 

To support rural jobs and a secure local food system, 
candidates should: 

•     Support a Local Food Strategy to increase local food    
      supply and public sector procurement. 
•     Protect the regional agricultural system from further  
      fragmentation by rejecting municipal planning     
      decisions that would reduce protections in Greenbelt        
      and other agricultural, headwater and natural             
      heritage areas.     
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Improve access to 
greenspaces for all

 

Access to nature is not equal for everyone. Research 
shows the number of new parks across the region are not 
keeping up with population growth, and minority and 
low-income neighbourhoods have low access to large 
parkland. Nearly 70 per cent of Ontarians live in or near 
the Greenbelt. There is a great potential for restoration 
and expansion of the Greenbelt public trails, which would 
help millions of Ontarians get out into nature. 

To ensure everyone has equal access to the Greenbelt, 
candidates should:

•     Commit to increasing the accessibility and number           
      of public greenspaces across the region.
•     Support investment in existing greenspace in the  
      Greenbelt and seek out opportunities like the Oak    
      Ridges Moraine Trail to enhance use and capacity.

GREENBELT BY THE NUMBERS:

 $9.6 billion in economic impact every year 

 177,700 full-time jobs 

 $3.2 billion in ecosystem services  

 2 million acres of protected land 

 9 in 10 Ontarians support the Greenbelt 

 71 million tonnes of stored carbon  

 Home to 78 of over 200 provincially listed species at risk in Ontario 

 At least half of GGH residents visit the Greenbelt for nature recreation every year              
(* interpretation of survey results and doesn’t include people who live in the GB) 


